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Researchers forced to approach industry for money

by John Gushue'

Science and Technology Writer

of Canadian University Press :
OTTAWA (CUP) — University
researchers may be trading in lab
coats for business suits following
the Feb. 26 budget recommenda-
tions of increased private sector
financing for campus labs.

While the country’s three re-
search granting bodies — the Natu-
ral Sciences and Engineering Re-
search Council, the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council,
and the Medical Research Council
— have all been given sustained
funding for five years, they have all
been told to attract more funding
from private industry.

In his budget statement, Finance
Minister Michael Wilson said an
extra $300 million dollars over five
years will be allotted to all three
councils, and that the government

will match dollar for dollar all pri-

vate sector contributions to each
council, to a maximum for six per
cent. He said he was confident the
scheme would work, and that
“contact between the business and
academic communities would be
improved.”

Canadian University Press asked.

Wilson how he knows business will
answer the challenge and invest
money in the councils.

“This is an experiment,” Wilson
said. “I've talked to a number of
people. They are giving a great deal
of support (to this plan). We believe
they will rise to the occasion.

“We don’t want the private sec-
tor going off (quietly) in their own
corner doing their research and
the granting councils in their cor-
ner.

“We're trying to build a greater
degree of co-operation. We want
to see how this evolves but there is
a potential of raising $1 billion for
research and development,” Wil-
son said.

Initial reaction for NSERC and
SSHRC, who submitted compre-
hensive five-year funding plans to
the government last summer, is
hesitant. Both councils had asked
for much more than the govern-
ment has provided saying their
requests wre the minimum needed
for sufficient research and devel-
opment in Canadian laboratories.

“The research community
shouldn’t get overly enthusiastic,”
said NSERC president Gordon
McNabb. “We’re starting this exer-
cise with a fall — we need $14 mil-
lion just to bring us back up to the
level of last year’s funding.”

He said the $300 million allot-
ment will not satisfy each council’s
needs. “NSERC alone needs $380
million (to match last year’s levels)
— I don’tknow how we’re going to
manage this. There are an awful lot
of questions,” he said.

McNabb is pleased the govern-
ment has made a long-term com-
mitment to university research.
“Given-the economic circumstan-
ces, it’s not too bad. I think we’re
being given preferred treatment,
and for the first time, we’ve been
given assured multi-year funding,”
he said.

But he doesn’t think the gov-
ernment accounted for inflation in
its grant. “I can only conclude that
the secure base of funding that
we’ve been given does not inlude
inflation protection,” McNabb said.

McNabb also said NSERC is not
prepared to recruit industrial in-
vestment for university researchers.

“It’s a Catch-22. We barely have
enough staff to do what we have to,
let alone get out there and talk to
industry. The question is, where are
the human resources going to
come from?” he said.  °

“We can’t do it ourselves.”

McNabb said researchers them-
selves will have to bear the brunt of
attracting new income for their
projects. “l look upon this as a chal-
lenge. It’s up to the individual re-
searcher to get up off his or her
buttand go out there and talk (with
industry),” he said.

_Jeff Holmes of the Social Scien-
ces and Humanities Research
Council said SSHRC will not for-
mally respond to the budget
announcement until its regular
meeting on March 21. But, “in the
context of the budget, we were
pleased they at least recognized
our needs for guaranteed funding.
We've never had that before,” he
said.

“It's-not anvthing like what we

asked for in our five-year plan, but
compared to other programmes, it’s

" not bad,” Holmes said. ;
He said SSHRC is unsure how the

private sector arrangement will
work. “Much of our work applies
to soceity and industry in general,
rather than a particular business.
We don’t know how this arrang-
ment is going to work.”

Howard McCurdy, NDP critic for

Science and technology said the

announcement regarding univer-
sity research “really is bad news. It’s
shameful, almost a catastrophic
response to a very well docu-
mented need.”

McCurdy said government has
backtracked on its previous com-
mittment to research and develop-
ment. /

Low limits to some expenditures,
as well as no increase for equip-
ment purchases. could spell trou-
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ble forincoming and young resear-
chers, McCurdy said. “Newer,
more junior researchers are hardly
going to be adequately funded.
The government has totally disre-
garded the need for new research
in Canadain universities,” he said.
The government has not yet
responded to other proposals in
the SSHRC and NSERC five-year
continued on page 2
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— $300 + a plaque

To be awarded to a student who has
achieved a satisfactory academic standing,
and made an outstanding contribution to -
campus life through hard work and

— $300 monetary prize

To be awarded to a student who has
achieved a satisfactory academic standing,
an active member of the Debating Society,
an active member of National and/or
International Organizations, as well an
active member in a University of Alberta
Club and/or Faculty Association.

Maimie Shaw Simpson

Prize — $100 gift certificate
redeemable at the book store of the

Eugenel ‘Brody Award

Award: The interest from the Eugene L. Brody Fund. '
To be awarded to a physically handicapped student who has achieved a satisfactory academic:

standing and has made a valuable contribution in extra curricular activities.

Note: All awards criteria are subject to ratification at Students” Council.

Additional information and application forms available in the
Students’ Union Office, Room 256, SUB V.P. Academics Connie

STUDENTS” UNION

AWARDS
Do You Qualify?

Lorne Calhoun Award
Award — winner: $100 gift certificate
redeemable at the book store of “"\e

Walter A. Dinwoodie

Award

Award — $100 gift certificate
redeemable at the book store of the

winner’s choice

— $300 monetary prize

— plaque

To be awarded to a student who has
achieved a satisfactory standing in the 1985-
86 academic year, and has made an
outstanding contribution to student life
through active involvement in public
service clubs reigistered with the Students’
Union and/or Students’ Union Services.

Students’ Union Award

for Excellence
Award — $1000 + medal

To be awarded to a student in his/hers

_graduating year who has achieved a
minimum Grade Point Average of 7.5, and
who has the ability to work well with
students, staff, and the general public in
extra-curricular involvement in University
and/or community activities.

Application Deadline: March 30th 1986

Thursday, March 6, 1986



