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1~ < 51 Suki iahe trust -Eliot Gibbse,
thee mister.looldflg man. H. wau ler
.ixt-d-iu, lthoug but distantly re-
$ste&. If mii. die: unm&rred ail ler

oymuet goto him; eouJld abe marry
,,couldlsve it 0hleld. Such
welthe terme of lier fatheer'.wil. Kmnd
.e wse to-lier, Merle, always feit a

,Mpplolol that Eliot hôped she would die
Afgl. ter ai, itwaa but reasonable

thst lie ulould.«
8 h. ms4 Lawrence, Mott in the wbirl of

the. New -york eseason, andd ah foumd lier-
self wtchmng him closely§ lioping ehe
S m mgitonemore meeinibis eyee the look
oh had mntercepted that wmnter evernmg.
But I*WrODce wascearefuL. Alway f riend-
ly and genal, bis looks wereas arded

89 hWi words. Hsving onçe t--= the
deliglt of his admirations Merle feit
starved for the. lack of Lt

Ànd then, in the sutumn, Mlot Gibbs
saked lier to become bIewife. 8h. lid
Mcpftted thus,* and sh. fet that eh.e di-
vined lhis motive. Slie gave lier answer
sând lier remsous for it very clearly.
."9 do not love YOU, Eliot " ehe uaid.

"You must know tliat and I1 âo flot think
it possible I ever shahl love you. It isn't
likly I hail marry. They cai me 'plain
Miss O'Neile,' you know, and plain
woftien wlio are not clever are aedom
marred except for tlir moncy. No man
sha ever marry me for that, so you are
odfe to b. ricli nome day-very moon un-
lse the banalice pisys false."

Eliot was indignant. He protested that
Ohe. ccused him.of wanting to marir lier
for lier money, or for wisbmngbe eth
lie o0 ddlier well enougli to wioh lierto ont=hlm and b. lhappy with whom
she wo. Hie very vebemence betayedJi a Merle rcplied a little bittcrly.

ifN you wished me dcad," ube
osaid,"o would not wish me any great
cvii. My money ie likcly to çive far more
pleasur to you than my life lias ever
given to me."j

Tiiey were in a winding garden patli,
and a studden turu brouglt them face to
face with Lawrence Mott. Merle did not
know lie bad been invited to loin the
bouse party, and elie blushed alowly, pain-
f uly b ut flot even the exceeding ak..

adeus of the. situation could kecp tlie

joy froin lie- e o i leasure fromher voioe as eh retdhim.
'Tou come in the. nick of turne," ah.

naid. "Mr. Gibbs and I wcre quarrelling.
It la the pnivilege of relations."

Ïhaetwo menlooked one another ln the
fauýè,,and tbcy imd.rstood. Eliot Gibbs
turned on hie lied and left the two alone.

Meéle lisd tw z very narrow escapes
from dcath that se-aon. In October ae
was etaying witf *rinds near the sea.
One aftcrnoon a'longing for lonelinesa
came over ber, and she took a boat and
puled out to ses to get cwyfo very.

boyfra time, on' o in the
boat lisd sprung a îeZand wae quiclly
filing. 8h. faced th3 situation caIrly
and without pamie., The coast w&- .onely;
there wae no help. SEl long ase uhe boat
kcpt afloat ae. plled iar the shore, snd
bemng a strong sw.zmer, she mngc
to laüid ini eaftey. The bos4idbe
examined and rep.cxà aféehe morn-

n.Tii. occurre-e waa a myatery.
it waa the saine with the motor acci-

dent which happenedin November. The
maddne lad I>een thiorougiiy overliauleci
before lcavlng the. çarag., and the. chauf-
feur liad onileft it for a moment when
liedonned 6sliver .yyet, lirdlybs

theyetaredwhentheengin. exploded,
scverely injuring the chauffeur, wble
Merle oespcd witl a bad cut from a
broken window.

"lIt la fate " see id W herseif. "Per-
lisp theIi.trd' time-"

Ce h d no doubt but that the -"third
time"' would corne. It camne in the Hardy's
drawing-room. Almoot the me party
were preient. Merle hsd been greted
witli congrgtulatons, but ah. only emihd.

'It'e not a year yet," ahe nid. 4gWait
a fcw daye.i

That evening salinted Iarp overturned
at lier vcry-f-e Iwo one could tel how
it bappenid. It aeemed ase if the table
beelde lier wrere suddenly jerked by~ one
of the. 1a gng guoup beyond it. Jor a
second altaaconfusionthen .Merle'.
voioe rose clear above the. ýubbub-

open th ; ow hre (oe by.
Te moke.blew anide as e i.indow

opened, and tbey could ses lier, the
fmigbowl ini lier bravebande lber drese
onfr.Anotiier moment and oe was
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