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WriUten for The Wester n oi M<,,nihlj by Hlenry J. Morkland

CES and ages ago, perhaps a1
hundred centuries or more,U iwhen humain beings began t
record the facto of the
physical world, they noted

thât tee1 a adfinite season at which
the short days of winter began to
Iengthen, and the long, grim nights to
grow more brief. This was the time of
the w inter solstice, in December, when
the sun turns in its apparent course
among the stars, and seeins slowly to
return, with its radiant light and vjvi-
fying heat. .And although, as the old
weatiler maxim has it, "When the days
begin Io lengthen, the cold begins to
strengthen," men knew that the power
of stern winter had been broken, and
that soon would corne the springtime,
thriliing the earth with new life, causing
the seed to 'sweli and the huds to
burgeon, .and suffusing al ereated things
with the fresh joy of vigorous youth.

Ail over the world, tiien, this moment
of transition *tas watched for caRrly;
snd when t came it was welcomed witiî
merrymaking'and witb a sort of symbol-
iem whieh -belonged to the nature-
worship of the primitive people-east,
west, north, and south alike. These
peoples had, in most instances, no
knowledge of one another, yet they al
had marked the turne when the life of
the worId ras about to- be renewed..

Thus the Jews, on wbat ia now Deeem-
ber 25, heMd their great feast of Han -
ukkah, the Festival of the Lights, every
house or hut or tent blazing with rude
torches or ýelutered lampe. These -were
ineant to weloome the renewal of light
aud heat Sromn the returning sun, and the
eusidin goes bock farther than recorded
history. ltsoearly significance -became in

-Part forgo#en, o that I the second
çaný.tury before, Christ it was revived'and
niade to have a new signifleance; yet it
is in reality the infinitely ancient greet-
ing to the sua.

lu mueh the saine way the Egyptians
celebrated the saute season, and it is a
aunuusasd interesting faet that they
chose for its symbol a new-bora chiid,
since at that ttie another year was
born, and it was the period when Nature
began to give birth to the new plants
and grain'and blosaoms.

In the Nortbern Foresta
In the remote north and west, where

the 'inter wvas far more terrible and

rtern, the first token of its dsecine a
hailed witli wilder joy. ia the biaek

Ne~andinat'ian forests great fires were
*kifidled, fed witb mighty trnnk,, of pine
!and *pru<'e. tntil thefiantes siot fer up
into the heavens. dlefYing the Frost Kin;5
and -hailing bis approaching doivifall.

ýAround tIe.e roaring seas of biilowv
fane gatliered the saatrt. beardeà
Northmen. hasking in the ruddv warmth.
quafllng great hornsof nieiiia.nd ale,
ealling witli hoarse voices on their bar-
baric gods, and ciasbing titeir rude
w~eapons: for the' tiltie was roning when
the ice on the fjords would meit. when
the ïerpent-shaped boats con]l again be
iaunched. and w~hen the vikintgs could
gide out to siav the mVnsters of the sea,
orý to figlt and to plumier and, ravage
the abodes of other mien.

But on the night that was longest.
just before thee great flaming wheel of
the' sun turned backward, once again, and
ivhen the Yule loge were jn'ade ready to
flare out, a terror, stranrge And sinister,
took possession of the timid. Men ani
women and childroe whispered to one
another that on this night there wvere
many who su(ldenly put off their human
forma and werc changed into wolves,
fierce, ravening, and thirsting for biood;
and that these dreadfui crentîtrea roamed
ini the forest glades until the rising of
the -sun ut the-new- year. -lIn thia-belief
we see, perhaps, oniy another symbol-
that of the transformnation of the season
-of which we shall find many more.

The Weird Rites of the Druids
Strange and weird and awe-inBpirmng

was the December ceremonial among the
Celtie peoples of 'western Europe, and
most of it aIl in the rites of the Druids,
who observed this. period of the winter
solstice Jin their great rooflea temples at
Stonehenge and Avebury, in Britain.
In them, torches biazed at night. and
mysterious ceremonies accompanied the
cutting of the sacred miatletoe, whicb
symbolized the continuance of iife and
ôf the means of life throughout the
winter.

But -far more wonderful mumt have
been the scene at Carnac, on the coast
of Brittany, the seat of the Druide wor-
ship among the Gaule. Human eyes
have neyer gazed upon a stranger sight
than t!iis mnarvelous sanctuary, with lits
thousaÏdd' 'f huge whitë columns, al
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dÉNERAL ALLENBY, WHO BEA i* THE TUJRKS, MEETS HIS MOTHEJI AFTER
TWO YEARS, PARTINO

LordAllnby deeatr o Ile Trksandcaptor orf palestine, replylng Io an address of
WOfoaî<. iombbcgret cowdwhlb mt him atJ'elxstowe, said: 111 owe everythint In
bbc orl 101D7inoter. Th maaedthroag echoed, 'Gocl. bless ber."- The Photo
ShOw ~l1 Su Lay Aie~yand ordAllenby's mother reunies arber a parting f

Mvtto veut,

Y OU knowdp~t a puresoap which will keep the

skin clear and eoft in youthfu1

lovelines s a soap you 'would

like to use every day in the

"lu D.POWDe*

year.

-Fairy Soap is macle te take

particular care of a. it dues

more than cleanse '.themnr

surfaice. Fairy creamacleanl y

iato tiny. pores, creama thora.gb

ouït of pores, and rùnses f euosibjy,

Wîth these soap-qwlti« in.

mi, you'wiIll do well to buy

Seieral cakes of- Fafry Soap.

lloilet aànd your-,bath.In'

iti pure, everyday heeks.

vrs, Md

od,ç

or roM&a

e, euh4

ori.l,.

NM xt
ilaiit.f

o u

qlml
h'bLe

AnàCsktch l» g .,

11k ioiéý

- -~<

7

rop rng.

ôfd&a-*;mmed&st

D". the t a

3". le

beprqANTED
lmak

C* O ,

CW~L

- w i S. min

HâWcic9S

rue;
Gide;
a;
kot be.

r,
> e,
Save,

pavrer,

.... .............. ----------- --- -


