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contractor in Cumber]Rnd, but who removed to the city of Manchester to engage in thesamé

business, àhortly after the birth of bis son James.. The -mother of the latter was Anne Finlin-
of an old North of En(fland famil

son Y.
Our subject was sent to school in Manchester, where he an ordinary edueation.

His studies were devoted chiefly to''athemati.es, fýr which branch he ieemed to possess an

aptitude, which with the knowledge he afterwards gained of men and their.affairs, peculiarly .

fitted -him for the business to whieh he bas principally devoted bis attention-cÔntractor,

builder, and real estate. After leaving school he entered bis father's office in Manchester, and

under bis -direction studied architecture and other practical branches of tfie builder's art. When

about ' nineteen years of age bis attention -was attracted to the hew world as offering -more

inviting fields: and better -chances for a youn,,,7 man;, and before the end of the year (1841), he

had emi(rrated to Canada and settled in Toronto. Being a young man of energy, pluck and

intecgrity, and not afraid to worlç, Mr. Metcàlfe soon established'for himself a favorable reputa-

tion. Forming a partnership here, the business 'of contracting and building was actively and

entensively eiýgacred in.' After the dissolution of the partnèrship in 18-51, Mr. Metcalfe again

decided to emigrate with. the élesire to better bis fortunes, this time to Australia, -then the

centre- -of - à- ttractiôn -to- -laro,,e numbers. on a.cepunt of recent discoveries of gold. He reached

Melbourne in 18.52, and remaýned there about four years, eng a--g-èý-d.-1-à-btdldincr on---gontmets.

During this. tâne - he made several important building contracts, and was employed by Sir

Redmund Barry (now Chièf Justice of Victoria), to build the Publie Library, of which -he was

the.Commissioner. He atso built the Bank of New South Walês, the London Chartered Bank

of Australia, and'the Hall of Ccimmèree, all of whieh were at the time the best. buildinozs in Mel-

bourn6. After a v'ery successful career, especially from a financial point of ýriew, Mr. Metcalfe

returned to Toronto in 1858, a ýsince that bas resided- in York-ville. His attention bas bèen

chiefly devoted to real-estàte.transactions, especially of late years, but he bas also been promi-

nently connected with many of the monetary institution-à of the city. The evidence of bis skill

as a builder will remain .as long as the following mentioned buildings, with many others, àre

seen in Toronto: St. James Cathedral, the old Post Office on Toronto Street, Trinity CoRege,

the Normal School, and St. Lawrence Hall.

< Mr. Metcalfe's usefu Iness bas not, however, been confind to private bu siness, for at the

first geneml election after Confederation, he was induced to -contest East York for the House of

Commons ; was successful, and, by re-e'lections continued. to represent that'constituèney. in Par-

liament till '1878, whenin common with theReform Administration, he . was defeated. His

career in the House was- a creditable one, and -the confidence of bis. constituents in bis ability,
was sbow-a by their returning him by acclamation in 187:2, and again in 1874.

Mr. Metcalfe was married in the County of Peterborough Ontario, in 1843, to Ellen, dacth-
ter of John Ilowson, of tbat county. By this union he bas one surviving son, Rev. James Fin-.


