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Ore1 out . would be effected at a very reduced expense, compared
S U with the past. .4t present, when Lampa get out of re-

pair, which,' froin their very imperfect construction,
constantly occurs,·they are laid by for the remainderof
the season, and the efficiency of the light of course
proportionately lessened, or, if sent toibe repaired,the
cost of forwarding them and hWaving them returned is as
much as.the value-of new Lamps. These, and other
matters of detail- will be- more fully treated of under
the heandof Liglt-Houses As suäh aVessel would
b required for these purxoser during but a snall.por-
tien of the Spring and Fall of each year, bei services
could, I conceive, ho very prbofitably made available
during the greater part of the season towards the pre.
vention of the extensive system of smnggling-now ad-
mitteidto exist, as well as for other public puisoses.
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The various portion- of this most important work
have been advanced with unexampled rapidity during
the past year.

The exertions of Mr. Power, the principal Engineer,
aind of Messrs. Thomas Kefer, Page, Pritchard and
Slate-, his Assistants, have been as un.iring as they
were laborious; and I regret that the bealth of, I be-
lievé, every one on the establishment has been affected,
consequently, to a greater or les degree ut different
periods during the season.-

ua thtir joint efforts to gain a point of most vital im.
portance, that of having the Works throughout in such
a state of forwardness before the close.of the season, as
would ensurethe opening of the entire of the Canaflto

Praiseworth the Trade next spring. upon the enlarged scale-, they
*xgå," have been most effectually aided by the indéfatigable
tos under and praisewòrthy exertions of the Contractors ; to the
grt discour. co-operatioà off.these gentlemen, cordially given, al-

though in several instancès under very great discour-
agements, it is entirely owing that the great point just
mentioned has -been acomplished, the value of vhich
willtbe at once.evident, when it is considered, that-fèrnk
returns carefully collected, the gross anount of sailing
craft tonnage on the Lakes above the Welland Canal

Great aant- inav be taken at about 26,400 Tons, of which very
." little over 7,000 Tons have ever been able te navigate

Uo.. cana the Cifdnal, but on the opening of it in spring next,
enot being.owingc to the 'large dimensions of the new-Locks, al

t Ibo n. ading7 essels, with three or four ekeeptions, cati
the ua in pass freely through; and three large Steam Propellers,
P/? Ox=t already built, whose aggeegate tonnage amounts to up.

wards of 1900 tons, can'commence their regular trips
asFreight and Passenger Vessels, for which they vere
constructed, in.- anticipation of the completion of the
Works.

The advantages and great increase of the Revenue to
- be safely calculated therefrom, especially in the early

spring navigation before the Buffalo route is open, are
apparent.

Besides .the discouragément, (namely, inadequacy
of price and' certain and increasing loss,). te which I-
-bave alluded, and in consideration of which I consider
the Contractors ln several instances are the more en-
titled te crédit and praise for the energy with which
they have prosecuted, and the highlv satisfactory and
workmanlike manner in -which the'y have put their
work out of bands ; 1,feel bound te adld, that thëy have
h ad throughout to contend "with unprecédented difli-
culties. . .

by the con-

.. Immediately after enteririg-into their Contracts, the
Tariff-was imposed by the Legislature, which, -by af-
fecting the price of Provîsions, especially in thatsec-

tien of the Province, was a source of much and unan-
ticipated loss to them. 'Boin in the Iouse of Assem.
bly ut the time, I contended or thoir being -exei1pted Tho Ttia.
from itaoperation,Cas was, I believe, the case with th
having contracta under the Commissariat,but the House
decided otherwise. The sudden and great rise in the
rate of wages, which upon this work took place, thirty h
per cent ut least nore than on the otiers, was a source Wanod Ca.
Of great- 19ss te those Contractera, whose prices, even
at the ordinary wages, were not adequate ; the-conse-
quence .is, that several of them, besides losing all the
Capital of which-they were masters on commencing the
work, have been coepelled to borrow largely from the
Banks and~elseývhere, and %yill be itterly ruined unless
their cases meet with. the favourable consideration of
the Legislature, te which I am respectfully of opinion,
they have very strong and substantial claiis.

I am greatly averse to the making of aftee allow- c.
ances te Contractors bevond their contract price, upon iL
any pieu of unexpected dificulties, increase cf wages
&c., such a courme, in rny judgment, tends te drive
outof competition honorable Contractors, whose inten-
tion was te execute the work for the -amount of their.
Tenider, At the saime tim'e, cases may occur, and this Butin .oine
is oné, in which claims for compensation may be made c"es.jutin-
and in justice acceded te, without infringing upon those vue.
principlei. After thé Contractors had made arrange-
ments suitable for insuring the completion of the
amount of wurk they had engaged for within the term
of tbeir respective contracts, a very large increase was Grat inren
made thereto; it having been decided, with the consent of work bo-
of-Ris Excellency the Governor General in Couacil Yond-m uet
upon the memorials and representations of several per- ta.
sons extensively engaged in the forwarding Trade, to
adid considerably to the dimensions of the Locks, every
inducements was thefore, held- out to urge the Con- incasea .
tractors to complete the works upon the increased sizb -- k
twithin the samé lime as they had contracted te fnish zthe oe
them on the original seule, this they Lave done, but not nally atputW-
without loss t theimselves. , ,

The benefits the Province derives therefrom are : Bencts tobah
First, the having altogether got rid of the necessity of m
repairng and -keepmng up 27 of the old Locks, which
vould have been attended with the expenditure of à£ of niain.

many thousands of pounds-.in fact, such -is their ta na L cd
dilapidated -state, that the possibility of their beingoc
mbinitained at all-for anothier season, al any epense,
vas very doubtful ; Secondlly, the increased Revenue, !nerea
vhichwiill beha ld next year, net only fromihe spring venuefrointhe

business, but from tbat of the whole season, In conse- v u°
quence of the Canal -being thrown open to. the Lake
vessels gen*erally.

As the amount which will be saved in ·epairs -would
aboùt clear from debt the Contractors referred to, and
as.by this debt such, considerable public benent bas contrmetow
been obtained, I trust His Excellenev .the Governor Cias' entitica

tfiavoiubloGeneral and the Legislature vill be disposed te grant conmdaaon.
the required relief.

The Steambat.-entrance Lock at %rnad Creek roaa crek
which is ut oncë an-éntrance Lock te the Wellandi and ctrance.
Graid River'navigation, being now completed, and
-4he Feeder te the'Canal enlarged and deepened, the Port Caborno
trade for the next year vifl be from Lake Ontario Io etranco will
the junction and thence by the Feeder te Lake Erie '0 coe fr
entering the Lake by the Broad Creek Lock. Thtà îie teXt cX a-
arrangement is made in order that the portiou of the ofia e ang
Canal from the junction -to'Lake Erie-at Port Colborne f"i"#'
may be emptied, and the several works of. the deepen-
ing gnd enlarging of that portion, building the guard-
lock, &c., affected without interruption to the trade.
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