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' c‘;"“‘ out  would be effected at a very reduced expense, compared
| Caplyreim \irh the past. At present, when Lamps get out of re-
N pair, which, from their very imperfect construction,
" copstantly occurs, they are laid by for the remainder of
the season, and the efficiency of the light of course
proportionately lessened, or, x{ sent to.be repaired,.the
cost of forwarding them and having them returned is as
" much as thevalue of new Lamps. These, and other
matters of detail, will be- more fully treated of under
the head of Light-Houses: As such a-Vessel would
_ be required for these purposes during but a small.por-
tion of the Spring and Fall of each year, her services
- conld, I conceive, be very profitably made available
-during the greater part of tho season towards the pre-
. vention of the extensive system of smuggling-now ad-
- mitted to exist, a5 well as for other public purfoses.
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The various portions of this most important work
have been advanced with unexampled rapidity during
the past year. - ’ .

The exertions of Mr. Power, the principal Engineer,

- and of Messrs. Thomas- Keefer) Page, Pritchard and

© Slater, his Assistants, have been as’ unfiring as they

- v were laborious ; and I regret that the health of, I be-

" lieve, every one on the establishment has been affected,

‘= " consequently, to a greater or less degree at different
periods during the season.- = ° . :

1

Ta thiir joint efforis to gain a point of most,vital im-
portance, that of having the Works throughout in such
"a state of forwardness before the close of the season, as

- would ensure the opening of the entire of the Canal'to

Praisoworthy the Trade next spring upon the enlarged scale, they
e, have been most effectually aided by the indefatigable
tou under  &nd praiseworthy exertions of the Contractors ; to the

great discour~  co-operation of .these gentlemen, cordially given, al-

%emeat  though in several instances under vety great discour-

agements, it is entirely owing that the great point just

mentioned has been accomplished, the value of which

will be at once evident, when it is considered, thatfrom_

returns carefully collected, the gross amount of sailing

- craft tonnage on the Lakes above the Welland Canal

Great advanty- may be taken at about 26,400 Tons, of which very

gesof enlargéd Lo gver 7,000 Tors have ever been able to navigate
dimensions.of N ? . . s .

the Canal and the " Cifnal, but on the opening of it in spring next,

of their being owing to the large dimensions of the new -Locks, all

avslable on - the sailing"Vessels, with three or four exceptions, can

the Caual in pass freely through; and three large Stcam Propellers,

“spring nest.  already built, whose aggregate tonnage amounts to up-

' wards-of 1900 tens, "can”commence-their regular trips

+ 'asFreight and Passenger Vessels, for- which they were

constructed, in- anticipation of the completion of the

Works. . - . L

. The advantages and great increase of the Revenueto

be safely calculated therefrom, especially in the carly

. spring navigation before the Buffalo route is open, are

apparent, . -

Besides .the discouragément, (namely, inadequacy

- of price and. certain and increasing loss,). to which T}

Jhave alluded, and in consideration of which I consider

the Contractors in several instances are the more en-

., titled to credit and praise for the energy with which

. they have proseciited, and the highly satisfactory and

workmanlike manner in which they have put their

work out.of hands ;" I feel bound to add, that they have

had throughout to contend with unprecédented diffi-
culties, ‘ .

. . . . o

« Immediately after entering-into their Contracts, the

Tariff_was imposed by the Legislature, which, by af-

fecting the price of* Provisions, especially in that sec-

Difficultics
encouatered
by the Con-
teactors,
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tion of the Province, was a source of much and unan--

ticipated loss to them. Being in the House of Assem- ,, - Tarif, - -
bly at the time, 1 contended for’ their being ‘exetfipted ~ -
from its operation,fas was, I beliove, the case with those
having contracts under the Commissariat, but the House
decided otherwise. The sudden and great rise in the Great 1o of
rate of wages, which upon this work took place, thirty yyges ool
per cent at least more than on the others, was a source Welland Cas
of great-lgss to those Contractors, whose prices,” even

at the ordinary wages, were 'not adequate ; -the-conse--

quence jis, that several of them, besides losing all the
Capital of which-they were masters on commencing the
work, bave been compelled to borrow largely from the Contractan
Banks and elsewhere, and will be utterly ruined unless joomg”
their cases meet with. the favourable consideration of -

the Legislature, to which I am respectfully of opinign,

they have very strong and substantial claitns. "~
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I am greatly averse to the making of afte# allow- Quicctions
ances to Contractors bevond their contract price, upon ‘mi{dnz “aft
any plea of unexpected difficulties, increass of wages “lo™acs™
&c., such a course, in my judgment, tends to drive

out-of competition honorable Contractors, whose inten-

tion was to execute the work for the-amount of their-

Tender. At the same time, cases may, occur, and this Butin semo

is one, in which claims for compensation may be made cases justifi-
and in justice acceded to, without infringing upon those ™ s
principles. After the Contractors had made arrange- . )
ments suitable for insuring the completion of the * . ¢
amount of wurk they had engaged for within the term °

of their respective contracts, a very large increase Was Grest incroasd
made thereto; it having been decided, with the consent of wozk -bo-
of-His Excellency the Governor General in Council i‘f’;‘gg{‘;ﬁ,“;;,
upon the memorials and representations of several per- truet. - i
sons extensively engaged in the forwarding Frade, 10 ’
add considerably to the dimensions of the Locks, every

inducements was thefore, held-out to urge”the €on- Inereased .

tractors to complete the works upon the increased size Jork ithin

‘within the same lime as they had contracted to finish the me origis

them on the original scale, this they have done; but not nally stipulat-
without loss to themselves. ) ' oo

“The enefits the Province derives therefrom are ;: Benefts totho

First, the having altagether got rid of the necessity of Frovisce ~

repairing and ‘keeping up 27 of the old Locks, which

would have been attended with the expendi’ture of E.l"”:‘f“,,;‘i‘i‘.’,.
many thousands of pounds—in fact, such.is their taining old
dilapidated -state, that the possibility of their being Locksgetmd
nmaintained at all for another season, at any expense, -

was very doubtful ; Secondly, the increased Revenue, meroased se-
which, will be had next year, not only from-the spring venuo fromtho

business, but from that of the whole season, in conse. WO 2 once . "

quence of thié Canal -being thrown. open to.the Lake
vessels generally. * - . - L .

-

As the amount which will be saved in Tepairs would - -
aboit clear from debt the Contractors referred to, and
as by this debt such: cousiderable public benefit has Contractars
been obtained, I trust His EXcellency.the Governor fol‘“,{"’o;g:m"‘r
General and the Legislature will be disposed to grant consideration,
the required relief. = * A ; .
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The Steamlséat;entrance Lock at “Broad Creek;Broad Creek

whigh is at oncé ad-entrance Lock to the Welland and cntrance.

Grand River navigation, being now completed, and

the Feeder to the Canal enlarged and deepened, the por Cobomo

trade for the next year will be from Lake Ontario to entranco will
the junction and- thence by the Feeder to Lake Erie, {’!‘; f'f‘”
entering the Lake by the Broad Creek Lock. This son, to permit
a;-ran%emeqt is made in order that the portjou of the ofits being *
Canal from the junction to Lake Erie-at Port Colborne %% <
may be emptied, and the several works of. the deepen-

ing and enlarging of that portioh, building the guard-

lock, Sc., affected without interruption to the trade,

(I“ ‘).
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