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with a decesed wife's sister, as those aimed at wife, during the lifetime Of the firest wife.
yr. Gironard's Bill. The faet that the .Msaic law made i

.1an, my dear Sir, the duty of a man, in certain cases, to marry
Yours trfly, his deceaied bróther's wife js wholly inconsis-

J tent with the interpretation.which some have
put. upon this:passage.· So is the fact that
such marriages were customary ameng the

The following i e Petition of he Jews; which ie unaceountable, if they under-

Methodt- Ministers of -oit e: stood th.is passage to forbid what they practised.
Mr. Hirschfelder, the learne;i Professor of

To the Ionanrable the fiao, of Co-mons o Hebrew and Oriental Literaturè, in University
she Do minion of Canada.: College, Toronto, ha. shown in bis .pamphlet,

The petition of the undersigne clergymeid of "A Wife to hier Sister, that - both, 'the
the tethcdist Church of' Cana , resident in Septuagint .version and the Chaldee para-
the, city of.. Toronto.. humbly sho th :-.-That,.. phrase . render thé ' passage 'iù' Le, ,ricus in

whiereas ta Bil for tise purpose e legalising such a manner as to leave no doubt fhat such

arriage with a deceased wife's siste has been . marriages. were allowed ; ajso, that.there is no

presented for the cnsideration anid egisiative evidence that, while ebrew was.a ling ian-
canction of both flouses of the ominion guage, this text was understed to prohiiit
Parliament; your petitioners are satisefid of such marriages and that the Miishna and the
the wisdom and expediency of such a nmeasure, writings of the learned- Philo show that ne

and the ivalidity of tie object.ions which are such meaning,.as moder writers attach to this

urged against it, ahd therefore respectfully passage, was formerly given ta it y Hebrew
request your lionturable House to enabt the scholars.
prisciple of the Bill in a Statute, se as t'q give It seenis to your petitionirs somewhat.singu-
the formai authorityand M protection of th law lar. therefore. *to see -the repreentatives ef
to the marrisee of a widower with the iter Christian Churches. en tha strerigth of sucl a
40 his. decëased wife. forced:interpretation of what is admittedly net

ln preseatinig this.request to your hono ible a plain prohibition, attempting- to prevent the
House, your -petitioners may be peri ted enactment of. a law. that comends itelf te
briedy ta state soine cf the reasons by 'hich .reaso; which has repeatedly .rceived the
they have:been conpelled-to tatie a prisi 'o s sanction cf thë House of Conimmons of England,.
different froin that-.which has been ta en b and which yould now be the law of -the M ther
petitioners belonging to sone other C ristian Country, enly for the opposition of the House
denoiinatious lu respect te the said 1 f . f Lords, mainly caused by the powerful

.There are no ties,'ofý blood or rel'ioniship, eccelesias*ical;>influence in that bod.y. The idea
which would make suich marriages . moral or cf building a prohibition fer whole communi-
iiproper. ' There are numerous ses where ties on so doubtfel a founsdation is a remarkable
they ar emineitly expedient, d, & , beyond illustration of the tenacity with which peaple
doubt, promote .the best interes cf all the cing t .the side of a question that has the
parties concerned. prestige of ecclesiastical authority and preju-

Hitberto, there bas heen no aw upan our dice inits favuour.
Canadiais Statut-bool against ch marriages; In view ofithe considerations herein named,
althougl we are aware they are regàrded as and other weighty reasen, your petitioner
illegal in Britain. Under these circumstances, earnestly :request your lonourable House to
believing that they were acting in a legal and. accede to the prayer of this memorial. and
proper inanner, seme of our worthiest and most enact a measure that shall duly legalise a mar-
respected Canadian citizens have 'forrmed such riage .contracted between a widower and hie
marriages. lt would be a ruel and ill-advised deceasedwifea'ssster.
thing for our highest legislative courts to take E.«ÂRhtLEYDÈwAiT, D.D., Editor Christian,
any coursa that would appear tQ place these ex- Guardian.
cellent. persons in i position of inferiority and JOHN PoTTs, Metropolitan Churcih.
outlawry. There is nogood reason why such .('GEORGE COCHeRAyE, Chairman of the Toronto
narriages should not: have the formal sanction District.
of law: No interest of social erder, property, S. D. HUnTER, Pastor of Elm street Church.
or morality would he injuriously affected by the W . Barcos, Book Steward, Methodist
enactment-of such a law; whilë, in many cases, Book. Room.
tis legal denial..of this privilege would be a J. POVEL, 'Pastor Richmond street Church.
very great hardship te innocent and worthy S. Rios, D.D.
persons, whose interests should not be disre- W. S. BLAckSLOCE, pestor of Bestheley street
garded by those to whom the -making-of .ur Churh.
laws:is committed. THos. W. CAMnBELL B.D.

Apart from ecclesiasticallaw. whicl -creates A. SUTHERLAND, D.., General Secretary
an artifical morality that has no general Chris- Methodist Missionary Society.
tian obligation, the only feasible ground of ob- W. J. HUNTER, D.D., Pastor Bloor street
jection to the proposedi ieasure is st 'ined by MethodiSt Church.
a etrained and unwarrantable interpretation cf W. Hl. WTHRaow, Sunday School Editor,
a pas'age in the 18th chapter:of the Book of M. C. cf Canada.
LeVticus; which says nothiîg about narrying, JoHN B. BLACKsocN M.A., Pastor Sherbl. St.
or ot marrying, a.deceased wife's sister. Churc.

The pansage su dispute seems simply te forbid J. E. SAN Rso MA., Pastor of 'Wod.
the taking efa wif&s sister, ns au additional Churchi

ci


