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carriéd on at St. John's, Northerly as ‘far as Trinity, and-te

the Southward as far as Trepafley.

o

"¢ 2d. By the Boats. ‘Thefe Boats are of different Sizes, and

arc manned by the Crews and -Paflengers of Veflels of . eve
Defcription, which go from- this ‘Country for the Parpofe of
the Fithery. 'The Veflels them{elves are laid up, and left; many
of them; with only a Boy ‘to ‘take Care of them, during the
Fithing Seafon; f{o that the Whole, except that before de-

- {cribed, which is carried on by the Bankers, is totally a Boat

Fifhery. The Queftion then of Refidence, or not, is of little
Confequence. The Merchants may be generally regarded as
the principal Parties concerned, as they fupply the refident
Boat Keepers with Fifthermen, with Provifions, with Cloath-
ing, and with Implements for the Fithery, in the fame Manner
as if the Concern was entirely their own, and receive in Return,

as Payment, the Produce of the Voyage. Here it may be

urged that the Encouragement of this Refident Fifhery may
lead to its becoming a Colonial Settlement. Of this there can- -
not be the fmalleft Danger. Independently of this Country,
or fome other, no Trade or Fifhery can be carried on in New-
foundland, the very Idea is abfurd ; a certain Number of People
muft neceflarily remain there during the Winter Seafon, to
profecute the different Employments of the Seal Fifhery, a
Concern of confiderable Importance,;of the Fur Trade, of
building Ships, Boats, crecing and repairing- the Plantations,
Houfes, Wharfs, Fifhing Stages and Flakes, and preparing
for the enfuing Fifhing Seafon. In order to prove the
Neceflity of this Refidence, I beg Leave to refer you to the
Reftri&tions impofed upon- the French, by the Treaty of .
Utreclit, which were by them confidered as Matter of great
Hardfhip; now as thefe ReftriGtions, which required them to
remove every Thing at the End of the Seafon, were impofed
only with a View of obftru&ing and defeating their Trade,
and were indeed found to have the Effe@, what can more
clearly fthew the Impolicy of adopting any fuch ReftriGtions
with "refpedt to ourfelves? The Moment-that the French ob- -
tained a Scttlement, they imimediately availed themfelves of
the requifite partial Refidence during the Winter Seafon for
the Purpofes -before defcribed, and without which indeed that
Fifhery cannot be carried on.  The Suggeftion that the' Trade
could at 2ll have been carried on without a Refidence, could

- only have arifen from Ignorance or Mifreprefentation. Ano-

ther Circumfiance well worth the Attention of this Ho-
" . ¢ nourable



