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EQUITIES MAKE VALUES.
We are informed by one of our financial con-

temporaries that "Equities make values." They
surely do, as instanced in the increased value of
Bell'Telephone stock, when the Railway Board
einpowered the company to increase its rates by 10
per cent.,- in spite of the strong protests of-the
municipal councils and the Union of Canadian
Municipalities. In other words, the iRailway- Board
snnply handed to the Bell Telephone Company a
large equity at the expense of the publie. We Eind,
too, that many of the privately owned utility com-
panies have incre 'ased the value of their stocks Yy
equities of the same nature-increased rates' and
fares., The pity of it is that they get away with it
s0 easy.

HIGH VOST 0F LIVING COMMITTEE.
The Iflouse of Cominons lias appointed a special

Committee to inquire into the cost of foodstuffs,
clothing, fuel and other nece$saries of life. Snell a
coinmittee ouglit to have been appointed long ago,
but even late as'it is there is no reason why -it
should not do good work in bringing to liglit some
or the reasons, and excuses, ror the higli prices of
every necessity or îir e. Mucli valuable evidence lias
already been given, xnost of which shows the exces-
sive profits made by the middlexnan. In clothing
alone the evidence proved that in many instances the
middlexnan 's margin was greater than the whole
amou-nt that went to the farmer, manufacturer and
laborer. And no doubt the same reason will be
given ror the coat of many or our commodities.
But assuining that the principal reason ror the
higli prices is the excessive margin between the
producer and the consumer, what is the reinedy?
So far as our observations go we would say that
the only remedy is control of prices, starting with
the retailer as being the one in touch with the
public, and working back to the grower or pro-
ducer. But sucli control must be real control whieh
80 far as we can sec eau only be made possible by
the elosest co-operation betweeu the Federal and
Municipal authorities. There is at the present mo-
ment an Order-in-Council delegating certain powers
to the Municipal councils in the matter, but these
powers are limited and indefinite and therefore
nnsatisfactory. The cousequeuce is nothing li
been doue and nothiug is likely to be doue under the
pr esent arrangements. We would suggest that the
Committee taire up this phase of the question as a

possible solution of the problem.

QUEBEC'8 FOREST WEALTH.
Ottawa, May 31, 1919.

The Editor:-
We notice Iu your May issue a paragrapli claiming that

Quebee's foresf wealth is in excess of that of British Col-
umbia. There mueit b. some error in connection with this
itemn. We belleve that you have confused the forest area
wlth timber contents on such area. it may b. quit. true
tliat Quebeo posse 130 million acres of forest lanid,
while British 'Columbia bas 100 million acres, but the av-
erage stand per acre in British Columnbia le very much
lflgher than that of Quebeo. As a matter ot tact, Brit-
ish Columblia coutains to-day approxixuatelV oue halt the
total timber stand of the whoie of Canada, This differs
qulite radIcally fromn the statement lu Your Issuie that
"'Quebec hmas 80Per cent more timber than Briltish Col-
umbia."

Youirs very truly,
ROBSON BL1ACK,

Secretary,

INVITATION TOMAVORS.
The Cost of Living Committee of the House 0f Com-

mons has passed the following resolutions:
"That, with a. view to assisting this Committee, we

request the Mayors of the following cities, vlz.: Elalifax,
St. John, Quebec, Montreal, Toronto, H-ailton, Fort
William, Port Arthur, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Ed-
mouton, Vancouver and Victoria,, to form. a committee
i-onsisting of the presidents of the Boards of Trade,' presi-
dents of the Trades and Labor Councills, presidents of
G.W.V.ýA., and two representatives of women's organi-
zatio.ns, or such persona as the foregoing organizations
may appoint.

'.Such committees to, ascertaIn the base cost to Im-
porter or manufacturer of following staple articles: boots
and shoes, ordinary articles of clothing, meats and meat
products of packing companies, fresh and 'cured, flour
nd cereais, 'coal, siik, and bread; also average rentais
for residents of working classes; also average generai rate
of bank interest on commercial paper, also the ultimate
retail prices charged in ordinary retail stores, to cou-
,suzuers, delivereti, of such articles.

"That the above committee be asked ta, performa the
above duties as an emiergency public service, to, assist
the commrittee In Its work.

"That the object la to fiud out the spread between
the original producer of common articles of necessaries
of lite, and the price charged the consumer. That these
committees be asked to report as early as possible *ou
these Items, and to furuish subsequeutly such -other In-
formation as they may desire.1'

FOREST PIRES.
Quebec, June 2, 1919.

Dear Siri,-Since we have had dry w3ather that, If con-
tinued for some time, may b. a cause of damages to our
foreats, I would be greatly obliged If you would kindly
eall the attention of your readers to the great necessity
that existe for them to be extremeiy ce refui, when they
have to travel lu and near the forest, 'to, take the neces-
sary precautions to properly. extinguish their camp tires,
to watch their pipes, etc.

For the same reason the settlers who must kindie
their. clearIngs should remember that they are under
,obligation to request, beforehand, a Permit to do no,
andi also thoroughly dlean the surroundings of the brush
pile so as to preveut the tire te escat)e trom thir con-
trol and attack the adjoining green timber. Further-
more, they are compelleti by the law te watch or have
watched the combustion s0 as to prevent any danger
ot conflagration.

ThanlLing you in anticipation for the belp you wilj
give us In this occasion, 1 remain,

TYours V'ery truly,
J. PICHfl,

Chief of the Forest Service,
Province of Quebec.

THE NATIONAL MUNICIPAL REVIEW.
With the May issue of the National Municipal IReview,
published by' the National Municipal League, from its
headquarters in Philadelphia, the magazine becomnes a
monthly instead of a bi-monthly, as heretofore. This wel-
corne change lu madie becaiuse of the increasing Import-
ance ant iInterest of the Review, and lu response to a
wide-spreati demand. As a magazine for e1veryone Inter-
estet inl gooti municipal governmeut the National Muni-
cipal Review bas achieved au iflustrlous record during
the seven years of its existence, and has numbereti amnong
its contributors practicaily ail the toretnost specialists Iu
municipal government.

The. National Municipal Review enjoys a unique posu-
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