16

THE BEHE.

P A

- AGRICULTURAL.

From the Tennesseo Furmer.
SAVING CLOVER SEED.

T two great objects to be attended to, in
rustug clover seed with profit, are—LFirst, to
sceure the production ol as large a crop to the
acre as practicuble—and secondly, to harvest
the erop in such a manner, as to bring as large
a portion of the seed o the barn andtoleave
as small a porton as possible of i the field.

To attain the first object, that of securing u
large product, we have i our preceding num-
biers, 10 observations on the culture of clover,
wiven the uecessary directions, we will now
only repeat, that the main things to be attend-
ed to are the followimg :—1. That the Iund be
ferule. 2 That it be well prepared before
sowing the sced, as heretofore directed. 3d.
That a sutlicient quantity of seed be sown to
to the acre.  <th. That it be evenly distribut-
ed over the gronnd.  Sthe That whenever the
Jand requires its aid, gypsum or plaster be
sown an the clover—and Gth, That it be not
injured by the injudicious or excessive graz-
ing.  Ifthese particulars be attended to, an
acre ot ordmary land will prodace three bush-
els of seed 1 acommon season, often more.

We now come to speak ol the more diflicult
and laborious operation of safely und cconom-
ically  harvesting and securing . “This re-
quites care and attention.  'T'he ohjectsto be
mmed at are, to cut the seed at tie pertod
when there is the largest poraon of ripe seed
ou the ground, inthat stage o' maturity, which
will admit of 1ts being collected into the harn.
and so 1o handle it, az to present the sced
from heing shattered off and left on the field,
whitle straw or havhn only iz collected in the
barn. 1tis, we believe, to the improvident and
ruinons negleet of strict altention to these twa
latter ubjects, that most farmers may attri-
bute their fnilore o making clover seed, 'We
will lay before onr readers the results of oor
own obzervation and cxperience, on these im-
portant pointg, hoping that those of our pa-
trons, who bave discovered a better mode of
aficeting these objeets, than the one recom-
mended, will yet communicate tous thar prae-
tice in time to cuable us to lay it before the
public in onr next number,

TIME OF CUTTING.

Asthe clover seed, from the tnne the first
heads ripen, until the close of the =eason, are
daily arpiving at maturity, the great desidera-
twm is, to ascertain the precise period when
there is on the ground the greatest porton of
ripe seed, in a state which wall admit ofats Le-
ing collected and brought into the barn, If
the clover he cut before this period, there must
evidently be a loss sustained, from the wma-
turity of too large n portion of the sced. If
the cutting be deferred hevond tlus period, an
equal, and perhaps a greater Josz will be sus-
wained, from the impossibility of saving the
seed first vipened, generally the best, on ae-
count of its being so easily shattered ofl. We
would recommend, ns the most chgible ume
for cutting, the period when about two thirds
of the heads have become ripe and assumed o
black color, many of the others, at this time
of a brown color, will tipen after cutting.

MODE OF CUTTING,

Where the clover bas not Jodzed, and is
high enongh to admit of It by farthe most
expeditions, and in every punt of view the
most eligible mode of cutting, js to cradle it as
we do grain, only throwing it imo double
swarths, that is laying the clover cut from two
Jands in one swarth,  If the grass be so chort
as to require ity a strip of linen may be fast-
ened on the fingers of the cradle so as to pre-
vent the heads from falling through themn.

MODE OF CURING.
If this crop be not heavy nud the weather

be good, the swarths mny lie undisturbed for
several days, until the hay be perfecily cured,
it should then, in the worning or evening white
sufliciently wmist from the dew, to prevent its
shattering oft too casily, be gently raked into
small bunclies, such as can be convemently
ranised with a fork and laud on the wagon.
When not too damp, these bunches should be
hauled to the barn, and either stowed away
i mows, or which 1s better threshed off, and
cither immediately cleaned, or else the heads
stowed away 1 a room prepared lor the pur-
pose until wititer, to be then threshed or trod-
den out.  But should there be rain on them,
or should they be suflered to remain in the
field any consuderable length of time atter be-
ing raked up, these bupelies must with a fork
be gently turned bottom upwards, aud laid in
a new place, after every rain to which they
may he exposed, and after every two or
three daysthev may have lain in the field in
fair weather. "T'his is necessary to prevent the
seed fram hewnyg mjured by the heat and mos-
ture to wineh they will have been exposed,
f=om the sun, the rain, and the moisture of the
earth.  After being sufliciently cnred, <while
dry, let the seed be gently Inid on the waggon
or sled, and hanled to the barn, using every
necessary precantion to ensure, that as little of
it as posstble be lelt in the field or scattered
along the rond.

MODE OF CLEANING,

Various methods are practised, for cleaning
the seed from the ehatlt. The only two ns far
as we know, used in this conntry, are treading
1t out with horses, or cleaningat in o thresh-
mee machme: ‘Vhe first is tedions, Iabonous,
Gilthy, and unwholsome hoth to man and beast,
the lutter is fur preferable it every respeet,
but as all are not provided with thresbing ma-
chines and as therefore many must still con-
tinue to wread out their seed, we will subwit a
few observations on the mode of performing
this operation,  Having covered the barn floor
with seed in the chafl] o the depth of from 12
to 18 inches, put on the horses and tread one
day, the next morning run the chait’ throngh a
fun, much of it will have heen beaten to dust
and will be blown away, as will also the haln
chafl having no seed, wnd that from which the
seed has been separated, but much the larzer
portion of the seed, sull enveloped in the chaf?
would be found in the rear of the fan, this, hav-
ing heen seperated from the empty chafl’ ad-
jowing it mast be again spread on the floor
and having added another portion of untrod-
den chafi) the horses must be again put on and
wmade to tread it another doay, when 1t shonld
Le ngain run through the fan as before; the
produce of this will tar exceed that of the first
day’s treading, but siill, much good seed will
be found immediately 1n the rear of the fan
not vet separated from the chaft—this must be
again spread on the floor, and a new addition
made of untradden chatl. and this process must
be repeated umil the whole crop is trodden
out.  ‘The seedd, afier passing through the fan,
should be first run through @ sieve, sufficiently
coarse 1o permit the clover sced to pass
through, but retaining all larger seeds and
trach —It should then be again run through o
fincr sicve, retaining the clover seed, hut per-
mitting the passage through of all emaller sub-
stapee<s hy these two processes, the clover
seed will be thoroughly cleansed from il
kinds of filth and prepared for masket,  The
only advantages derived from cleaning the
secd rather than sowing it in 1the chafl'are the
ascertaining with greater certainty the quan-
tity sown and the ensuring a more equal dis-
tribution of the seed—where therefore, n suf-
ficient quantity can he aflorded to ensure the
desired thickness in every part of the ground,
suwing i the chafly wid not only do as well,

but is preferred, ns it is believed more likely
to come up and to stand.

In reply to our correspondent’s 3d quere, as
to the time of ploughing under clover for
wheat, we would recommend that it be done
s0 soun as a considerable portion of the seed
lias beeome ripe—the wheat should then be
sown and  well harrowed in, but the land
should by no means be again ploughed, until
the wheat has to he taken off,

Asto briars und sedze grass, we refer our
subsceriber to what we have said in former mun-
bers, nnd in the present—the sedge grass, he
will find easily subdued, if the ground be
ploughed and harrowed in the winter; pas-
turing und deep ploughing are the only eftec-
tunl modes we have tied for extirpating briars
and sprouts, we have wuch confidence how-
ever in tho eflicacy of the mode deseribed in
the receipt published in this number.

Harmon’s threshing machine will thresh out,
il propesly attended to, from five 1o ten bush-
¢ls of clover seed, and from 150 to 200 bush-
¢ls ot wheat per day.  ‘I'lis machine will cost
about 850, exclusive of the house and mill
wright’s work 3 thisis the only machine for
cleaning clover seed in this part of the coun-
try—of which we are apprized ; we have used
it for two years past with great advastage es-
pecially in cleaning clover seed.

Far Frovemxe.—Last autumn T had three
lots of banked meadow Jand, about five acres
in each, lying side by side, separated only by
a six feet diteh, and to all appearunce no dif-
ference in any respect, that 1 intended to have
ploughed in the fall and planted with Indian
corn in the spring. It so happened that only
one of the lots was ploughed last foll, the re-
maining two this spring. Where the ground
was ploughed Jast fall there is now growing a
very vigorous and healthy crop of corn. ‘I'he
other two lots have been twice planted, und
here and there are growing a hill of corn, yel-
low and sickly in its appearance, but almost
destroyed by the cut worm. A.D.

N. E. Furmer.

IHixts To Favners—Nevere feed potatoes
to stock without hmhing or steaming, us this
it ereases their nutritive qualities,

Oune bushel flux seed, grommd with eight
hushiels of oats, is hetter for horses than six-
teen bushels of onts ulone, and will efiectually
destroy the bots.

Never burn oll dry wood in your fire-place,
nor use a fire-place when you can get a stove.

Gut your trees for rails in February, as they
are most durable.

Never dew rot your flax, unless you wish to-
render it worthless,

Never select your seed corn from the erib
but from the stall.

Never feed out your best potatoes and plant
the refuse, nor sell you best sheep and keep
the poorest.

A gt ox is worth more than a poor horse,
and dves not eat as much—a yoke and chain
can be bought for less mouey thau a wagon
haruess.

Prorection oF Lamns axp Gupse.—It is
but little konown, but is nevertheless a fact,
suys the Portiand Mirror, that a httle tar rub-
bied on the necks of your Jambs or geese, will
present the depredations of fuxes among them,
these animals having an unconquerable aver-
sion te the smell of tar.

‘I'ne CyrrivaTion or ‘I'rrrs.— Jock, when
ve hae nothing else to do, ye should le aye
sticking in a tree; it will he growing, Jock,
when ye'er sleeping. My father told e sue,
forty years since, hut I ne’er found time “to
miud him.”—Laird of Dumbedike's dying ad-

dress Lo his son.



