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AN IIOUlI IN THE DEAD LETTE11 OFFICE

BY A LADY.

The< detîd letter office! Alas,
whiat a mauisolcumin of perishied

mîI»~ al Chillud mutaulries ib
comprchcendcd in those thiree littie
Iwords !io mLXVany cagot' orts
are Ioku îdlomrin-< for somme
tokenl of answer to the loving
missives that lie in hocaps, with

s-e.tls uiibrokeit anmd pages tuipor-
tsii.d w'itin thoso massive %waits
.it Ottawa.

Thie.se wvore the thiotuglits thiat
came to mny mmiid, as 1 stood in
tlie dead letter office thiat brighit
wintry i îwrn ing, wvitlî the yel low

S tlliisliiiie hyn on the floor, and
ýrildin- te ick .1tof the men whuo
werc bi.',ied in opeiîg the doad
lettor-s.

We hazd Ucen fortunate enough,,I
to procuire the Postmastor Gen-

ur.tV*s etitrec to thit> place throtugl
-ipecial. favor and influience, al-
thouigi, as, a general thing, no
viisitors are admitted. It wvas
a larre, liht rooni, withl tWoý or

tlircc dotsls, at whiieh w-ere scatcd
the officiais ini siuent occupation
-111ong1 literal diisï- of letters. On
cvery ide there wore litge mail-
wacks w1ihîelinhd becît retturîîod
fui)l of' iiiclaimncde( episties, frontL
rnyriads of pi>t offices ; thoro
miglit have beuit fifty or a hanii-

dredUL o? theso :DaCkb and cavil pro-
bably containcd t)mouis-aîds on
thousands o? letters!

I o' rapidly yoiu dispose o?
thom n!" said 1,watching the 1Iightn-
ing bpeed wvitli NvIiich the ecrks
tore open the episties, glanced
over tiieni Io e timatt 11o drafts,
chlecks, or othier imlportant docu-
ments were oncloscd, and thiro%
tbemi upon an immense houp of
opened lotters 'nt thocir foot.

1It is ail habit, ina'am," said
the youing Iritli gen tlumant iienrost
to me. IiWe arQ accustomod to
open a tottaixî mnnber daiiy, and
to tlioso whio do nuLt tndei'stand
the cxpe(ditioit and at:euiracy with


