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Y BY A LADY.
. The dead letter office! Alas, three desks, at which were scated
what a mausoleum of perished the ofiicials in silent occupation
3 hopes and chilled memories is  among literal drifts of letters. On
' comprchended in those three little  every side there were huge mail-

words ! llow many eager hearts sacks which had been returned
are looking and longing for some  full of unclaimed cpistles, from
token of answer to the loving myriads of post offices; there
missives that lie in heaps, with might have beon fifty or a hun-
seals unbroken and pages unper-  dred of theso sucks and each pro-
used, within those massive walls  bably contained thousands on

at Ottawa. thousands of letters !
These were the thoughts that “ How rapidly you dispose of
came to my mind, as L'stood in  them!” said I,watching the lightn- )

the dead letter office that bright ing speed with which the clerks
wintry morning, with the yellow tore open the epistles, glanced
suushine playing on the floor, and  over them to sce that no drafts,
gilding the locksof the men whu  checks, or other important docu-

- were busied inopening the dead ments were enclosed, and threw
8 letters. them upon an immense heap of
by - We had been fortunate enough  opened letters at their feet.

' to procure the Postmaster Gen- «“Jt is all habit ma'am,” said
- eral’s cutree to this place through  the young Irish gontleman nearest
- special favor and influence, al- to me. “ We arc accustomed to
; though, as a general thing, no open a certain number daily, and
T visitors are admitted. Jt was to those who do not understand
v a large, light room, with two or  the expedition and accuracy with
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