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"~ Army Will Follow—Commandant Olivier Has Six
Thousand Men—Death of General Joubert
Regretted by the London Press.

TLondon, March 29—5.15 a. m.—Lord
Roberts has sent 10,000 troops to Glen,
10 miles north of Bloemfontein, on the rail-
way. This is preliminary to the general
advance.

Immense quantities of stores have ncw
been accumulpted at Bloemfontein and

Lord Roberts’ infantry is seemingly abcut |

‘46 ‘move. An impression, which can be
traced to ‘the waf office, is abroad that
the 'advancé” will begin next Monday.
“Boer observation parties are hovering near
Bloemfontein, but Lord Roberts has 155
miles to cover before reaching the great
position which the Boers are preparing at
Kroonstad: - -
“»Moving 10 miles' a day is probably the
best he can do with field transport. There-
fore he can hardly engage the Boers in
foree for two weeks. The reconstruction
of the railway behind him may even delay
an invasion of the ‘tTansvaal until May.
Meanwhile all the important towns in
the Free State;~-within Lord Roberts’ |

. ‘reachy are being garrisoned. Thaba Nchu,
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“hompfable opponent, strikes
- British comment.
_"The foreign office,

Philippolis, Fauresmith and Jagersfontein
are thus held. /o
“'Sir Alfred Milner is touring in the dis-
turbed newly acquired territory, investi-
gating conditions and arranging the ad-
Jninistration, He is aunderstood to be get-
ting materigl for a report to Mr. Chamber-
ldin concerning a plan of civil government.”
All the morning papers print singularly
kind editorials concerning General Jou-
bert.' They praise his military skill; up-
hold his chivalrow® conduct and regret
that so strong and moderate a mind
should be absent from the final settle-
ment of the dispute. '
Althoughisome of the younger command-
erg thought the old soldiers wanting in.
ddsh and enterprise, his raid into the
‘country sotth of thé Tugela is considered
the best piece of Boer leadership during

_the whole war. It is now known that he

crossed the Tugela with only 3,000 rit
mén ‘and six guns, but so bold and rapid
novements that the British com-
goﬂght 10,000 Boers were march-
ermari . +For g.few. days,

®o G g 2k e f oge 8
al in ‘the presence of greatly sdper-
ior forces, - he isblited Greneral Hilyard’s
brigade at. Estcourt and at the same!time

{hreatened Gieneral Barton’s camp at Mooi
River. Then as British reinforcements

e pil up, Joubert re-crossed - the
Tugela avithout losing a prisoner, a wagon.
driaygun. General White’s estimate .of
him,> pronounced on Tuesday, before he
died; 2§ .a gentleman and a brave and
; the tone of all
according to the

icle, is arranging with Portu-

gal’ for e thousands of British troops
to be laided at Beira and sent by the
\odesia ‘Railway from Massi-Kesso to
Unitali. :
Apermanent arrangement is understood
to éxigb for the use of this route to trans-
fer ‘the. Rhodesia police. The possibility
protest i3 _suggested by the
mnicle. i
’%he items cabled from Fretoria
ment that prominent residents
6 object to a defence of Pretoria and
d%‘- s “that President Kruger retire to
Tydenburg. It is alleged that the princi-
pal Buildings at ‘Johannesburg have been
mingd: By order of Kruger. .
Tondofi, March 20—The Bloemfontein
correspondent of the Morning Post tele-
\ i Tuesday, says: -
Sl‘f@ ”s‘ﬁ : Cof(istpeame and the Third
Grenadiers are already at Glen. The Gor-
dobs and the cavalry brigade moved Sun-
a8y
‘yT'he’-xthree span bridge at Glen was
dynamited two hours before the Guards
ached“it. The necessary repairing will
delay further advance for a time. General
e's forces are now arriving.”
; on,, March Pretoria despatch
to the Daily Mail, dated March 28, says:
_ “An, official despatch reports a heavy

mbardment of Mafeking in progress on
mf,hiuch 26, which was meeting

. witha ited respon&e. :
By %haél Davitt had an interview
with “President Kruger today.”

w . March 28.—The Telegram's’
speelpl grble from London says: In Netley
hospital- at- Southampton. the following Can-
al who were wounded or sick in South
Africd afé now quartered, having arrived
recentlyifrom Cape Town:—
¥ E. Weir, Queen's Own Rifles, To-

rontos; i
. ¢ -8, Bingham, $5th Simcoe Foresters,
Barx?é.

Pte. M. Burgess, 93rd Cumberland Bat-
talion,” Noya Scotia.

Pte; #§MacDonald, Royal Canadian Regi-
ment, ‘of Infantry, Ottawa,; and Kingston
Company.. * ® o, : :

Pte. .F. A. E. Taylor, 63rd Halifax Rifles.

Corp. W. R. Fergusen, 93rd Cumberlapd
Battalion.,

" Bedlin, March 28.—Special despatches
have “been published here that the Boer
peace envoys, Messrs. Wolmarans, Kischer
apd ‘Wessels, are coming to Berlin and
will then go to St. Petersburg. The coi-
respondent of the Associated Press when
inquiring with reference to the matter. at
the foreign office this evening, was 1n-
fornied that no information had been re-
ceived regarding the intention of the Boer
commissioners, and that, in fact, even
their coming had not been officially noti-
fied: to the, foreign office. _

vom ‘another source it was ascertained
that. the ‘delegation will arrive early next
month at Naples, with the mail steamer
Kaisér, and_will then go direct to New
Yotk by way of Berlin and Brussels, not
visiting Russia at all.

Protorid; Monday, March 26—The gov-:
ernment has commandeered a portion of
the. gold reserve of all the banks. Bar
gold’ has been given as security to the
amount-of about £300,000. .

Brussels, March 28.—A private despatch
hag, been received here from Pretoria which
says that President Kruger will now take
chifef” cofimand of the Transvaal forces.
#illetin~London, March 28, 7.20 p. m.—
‘A privaté telegram received from Mafe-
king reports that all was well there March
Disratvsa s

Cape, Town, Wednesday, March 28.—Gen.
‘Sir George White sajled for .England  to-
as. s i
Hloemfontein, Wednesday, March: 28—
The military aufhorities have discoyered
in a Free State pv%%chgﬁ . regliz-
able securities worth .£500,000.. - ’

Warrenton, Wednesday, Maxrch 28—The
Boers opened fire with artillery and rifles
on .the British camp today. The first
shéll”“6f" bullets potired “into ' the village.
Many eattle were killed. :
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Joubert is dead. . .

Tondon, March 20—The Pretoria corres-
pondent of the Daily Mail, telegraphing
yesterday, says:

“Gieneral Joubert died of peritonitis.
The funeral will take place tomorrow
(Thursday).

“The government is pleading with the
widow to allow a temporary interment
here, with a state funeral. Joubert al-
ways expressed a desire to be buried in a
mausoleum built on his farm.

“His successor in the chief command
will probagly be General Louis Botha, now
commanding in Natal.”

Montreal, March 28—In connection with
the reported death of Commandant Jou-
bert it is interesting to recall that the
Boer commander-in-chief visited Canada
in the fall of 1890. He was lavishly enter-
tained at Montreal and Quebec' as well
as Winnipeg and other Canadian cities by
well known  representative  people.

While in Montreal he was the guest of
Mrs. James Brown.'

London, March 28—The afternoon news-
papers today publish long biograpnies of
General Joubert. Generally, they are in
a kindly tone. \The Pall Mall Gazette
says:

“Piet Joubert was the one contemporary
Transvaal Boer, except ex-Chief Justice
Kolze, whose death would call forth a
sincere tribute of respect from English-
men of all parties. He was the antipodes
in the Trandvaal world of Leyds and, per-
sonally, was honest, straight and clean-
handed.”

New York, March 20—The World today

Kruger obtained by its correspondent at
Pretoria. Mr. Kruger said:

“I sent a message to the World saying
that the losses in a war ‘would stagger
humanity.”

“The British laughed at me and said
they would only take a month % eonquer
vE.

“Did those 650 dead at Spion Kop and
those hundreds who were killed in othe

.battles' pleage . the British?, _ ;

#Are they laughing? l
_“When you .came -through London did
you see muchlaughtér?’ . " - 9

The correspondent told Mr. Kruger of
the sdcenes in front-of the London war
bulletin boards—the weeping relatives and
the sorrowing friends.

The presidefit continued: “Yes that is
only one side of the picture. Heye we
have the same soenes, only our casualties
are not so great.” '

London, March 29—The Bloemfontein
correspondent of the Daily Telegraph, iv a
despatch dated Tuesday, March 27, says:

“It is a matter of regret tha#, owing to
the state of the roads and of our horscs,
(Commandant Grovelarer’s eommando of 6,-
000 men, from Colesburg and the southern

| districts, got away north by travelling day

and night close to the Basuto‘border before
our force could hope get near them.
“The latest news is that the Boers have
40,000 men still under arms, of whom 10,-
000 are in and around the Natal border.

here, a block of the railway is delaying ar-
rivals from the south considerably. 1t is
asserted that 20,000 Boers are massed at
Kroonstad.” i

A despatch to the Daily Mail from
Lorenzo Marques, dated Wednesday, says:

“The French Colonel Villebois De Mar-
euil has been appointed to the rommand
of the Foreign Legion, which is cperating
in the Free State.

“General Prinsloo (recently arrested) is
charged by the Boers with high treason.”

Great Britain, according to the Berlin
correspondent of the  Daily Mail, has
thanked Germany for the latter’s warning
of the Boer plans for attacking Wallish
Bay on the west African coast.
Kroonstadt, Orange Free State, Tues-
day, March 27—Commandant Crow-
ther, who commands the Transvaal fight-
in the south repotts that he has retaken
Ladybrand after the British had been
there an hour. He adds that Landrost
Vangorum and Field Cornet Smith fell
into the hands of the British, of whom
three were wounded and one was made a
prisoner. The Boer .loqgrhc; declares, was
nil. The British Tetjréd in the diréction
of Naseru. In a skirmish near Brandfort
four lancers were killed and six wonnded.

London, March 29.—The wcorrespondent of
the Times at Lorenzo Marques, telcgraph-
ing Monday, says:

~Mr. Steyn has issued a circular letter
dealing with the proclamation of Lord Rob-
erts’ and declaring it to be obvious that “the
enemy’s policy fs, as it always has been in
South Africa, to divide and dominate his
opponents.” The circutar goes on to say
that before the war the British attempted
to seduce the Frce State by treacherous
means from its solemn convention with the
‘rransvaal in order to facilitate the swallow-
ing up of the republics.

“He repudiates the charges that the
Burghers have been misled by théir* leaders
and then says:

““The enemy mnow by fair promises seeks
co divide us by offeriug a reward for dis-
loyalty and cowardice. Could a grosser in-
sult be offered than to dissuade us from a
sacred duty? Let us not be misled by this
cunning’ ruse. The man who would seduce
another to . d'sloyalty cannot himself be
taithtul. _

“He would only leave the disloyal Burgh-
.8 alone until he had nis foot on the neck
of the Afrikander nation. That he is al-
ready disloyal to his promise is clear from
the shameful destruction of property at
Jacobsdal and the arrest of the Bloemfontein
Burghers who trusted in his promises. Al-
though the capital is in the enemy’s hands,
the * battle is not lost. On the contrary,
there is a greater reason for fighting more
tlercely. 'Thé power of the country is not
dependent upon any town.” S

Thete’ i6 unmistakable internal evidence

tary Reitz. Now that Mr. Fischer is gone,
it is appdxjejht'mat Mr. Steyn is domin-

{ atea’ by Prétorid.
.. Hundredg..of . the .ypunger Boeps,; Jagludyy
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it

March 98(eneralise ‘ags arc bélng -edmmandcerod; -aRtobEn

ng: officers, - are: _beliig mrrestbd. for, desers
tion. ' A large number: of ‘men<oxeE: 60 Yoay

prints a special interview with President !

Although tents and stores are reaching }

that this letter is the work of State Secre- i

not legally liable for service. According to
trustworthy information from Pretoria the
total stock of Mauser ammunition, §,000,000
rounds, was issued to the Free State Burgh-
ers. The Boers are now issuing Lee-Metford
cartridges, of which they originally possessed
4,000,000. The Creusot ammunition is almost
exhausted. The smokeless powder which
was manufactured is proying deficient in
quality and the expermment of re-charging
the Mauser cartridges has proven a failure,
owing to the inability of the Boers to make
caps.

Pretoria is being entrenched.

News from responsible parties confirms
the report that the Boers intend to blow up
the works and shafts of the principal mines
on the Rand and on Crown Reef, together
with the Robinson and Langlaagte estate
mines, huge charges of exceptionally power-
ful blasting powder have already been placed
in position with this object.’

This is said to be done at the instigation
of Mr. Reitz with the concurrence of Mr.
Kruger, but against the wishes of many
influential Burghers. There are grounds
for suspecting .that the real motive of this
threat is to induce foreign investors to
bring pressure on their governments to in-
tervene,

London, March 28.—Presiding at the : an-
nual meeting of the Militia Rifle Association
this afternoon, the commander-in-chief of
the forces, Lord Wolseley, said the country
was to be congratulated on the manner in
which the war was proceeding. Great Bri-
tain, he pointed out, had in the field the
largest army ever Bemt across the seas in
the history of the world and composed of the
tinest men he hdd ever seen in any army.
This satisfactory . situation, he continued,
was primarily due to the wonderful army
system inaugurated by Lord Cardwell, but
for which it would have been impossible for
Great Britain to carry on the South African
war, as had it not beea for ‘the militia and
reserves, Great Britain would have been
in a very bad way.

Continuing, Lord Wolseley said néarly 900
officers and 30 battalions of militia had been
tanded in South Africa since the war, that
27,000 militia had passed into the regulars
since 1887-88 and that the embodiment of the
militia into the regulars this year was suc-
cessfully carried out.

The commander-in-chief further said that
the officer in/ charge of the embarkation
testified to the high standing of all who
went out, all of which, he concluded, proved

the -imménse wvalus® of
troops. . it
-London; Mareh 29.—A special ‘fo."the
Daily 'Mail from Pietermaritzburg dated
Wednesday, March 28, says: :

“British scouts have thoroughly recon-
noitered the passes of the Drakgpsberg
range. The number of Boers holding them
does not exceed 3.000 and they are working
“half-heartedly in constructing enti‘exi’,’;h-
ments.” o s e

London, March 28.—Sir Edward Grey,
Liberal, member of parliament for the
Berwick-on-Tweed division of Northum-
berland, was the prncipal speaker ai a
imass meeting of 5,000 Liberals hqlg'“at'
Nottingham this evening. A letter: was’
received from Sir Henry Campbell-Bagk
neran, the Liberal leader in the House of:
Commons, in which the writer expressed
his regrets at not being able to attend the
meeting owing to illness. Sir Bdward
Grey said: ' s :

“IWe are living in times that are drying.
to the main principles upon which. the’
govérnment and the constitution - are
based.” Y

Continuing, he declared the present par-
liament, which was a huge imposter, was-
drawing to a close and he called on the
Liberals to strive to maintain unity. The
present government was one of surpriges.
Whether it intended to disolve he ‘was
unable to say; but if it dissolved while in
military occupation of the South African
republics, it would lay itself open to the
charge of caring more for party advantage
than public interest.

Sir Edward expressed a wish that the
government would place the. cost of .the
war on the present generation. He be-
lieved the war was in the interestpf the
Empire, but no one should be allowéd to
think war was cheap.

“I do not share with some others,” he
exclaimed, “their ‘dislike of the word ‘Im-
perialism.” It does not mean the same
thing to all. But everybody rejoices in
the extraordinary union of the colonies
with eurselves; and, after the war, im-
perial paramountcy will have to be turn-
ed into Imperial control. I look forward
to a South African federation under the
British flag.”

The Earl of Selborne, under ‘secretary
of  state for the colonies, ‘whow was the
principal guest this evening at
_dinner of the Conservative league, said
“Yhat, as a result of the war, the first
principle was that the Boer republics

¥

ists should not suffer more than dis-
Joyalists.” : i 4
. In this decision, he *eontinued,, there
should be no idea 'of ' vengeance of emo-
gional sentiment, Indced . the rebellious
districts would be treated in a fashion
that would command the support and
sympathy of a majority of the Queep‘s
gubjects. ! b

The Sealing Fleet.

.

St. John's, Nfid., March 23.—The sealer
Aurora, which arrived here last night, nar-
rowly escaped destruction by fire. The
wooden bulkhead near the boiler began
burning, but the flames were extinguished
before they reached the tanks in which were
stored thousands of gallons of seal oil. She
has on board a crew of 270 men.

‘The Aurora reports that 500 men, portions
of the ‘crews of the steamers Terra' Nova,
Neptune and Ranger, were adrift on ice
floes for two days and nights during a fog.
They were unable to find their ships, which
likewlse were unable to rescue them. For-
tunately the weather was mild, witpout
snowstorms, during the time the men were
adrift, and they all finally.:reached their
vessels safely. }

The Purchase of St. Thomas.

e

Washington, March 28—The state de-
partment adds its denial to that of the
Danish foreign office relative to the Paris
story that the United States has com-
pleted the acquisition of the Danish West
Indies. There are indications that the
negotiationd, which have so long occupied
the attention of the two governments at
intervals, may be attended by success at a
reasonably early date, but it is certainly
premature to announce their conclusion at
this moment. :

A shopkeeper wrote to one of his cus-
tomers as follows: -“I am able to offer
you cloth like the enclosed sample at half

a crown a yard, In case 1 do PDQ%“‘
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son, Forget, Kirchhoffer

iere), Dandurand, Dever,

Young. Nays, 19.

grain (Windsor), Clemow,
, Landry,

Fiset, Keer,

.Carmichael,
King, McSweeny, Mills, O’Donahue,
Power, Scott, Shehyn, Templemat, Thibaudeau (Valliere), Wark, Yeo and

~ Ottawa, Ont., March 28.—Hon. Mr. Mills closed the debate in the
Senate today on the Redistribution Bill.
Sir Mackenzie Bowell’s amendment to g
hoist was carried by 41 for to 19 against—a majority of 22.
The following is the division: :
Yeas—Hon. Messrs. Aikens, Allan, Armand, Baird, Baker, Bernier,
Bolduc, Debouchereville, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, Sit John Carling, Cas-
Cochrane, Dickey, Dobson, Drummond, Fergu-
Lougheed, MacDonald (P. E. I.), Mac-
donald (B. C.), MacInnes, Mackeen, McCallum, Macdonald (C. B.), Mc-
Kay, McLaren, McMillan, Mernee, Miller, Montplaisir, O’Brien, Owens,
Perley, Primrose, Prowse, Reid, Vidal, Villeneuve.
Nays—Hon. Messts. Burpee,

ive the bill the sik months’

Yeas, 41.
Casgrain (De La Vaud

Yesterday Aftérnoon--

The Public Business Was Transacted Rapidly at Ottawa

Mr. Charlton- Wants

Long Speeches Suppressed.

Ottawa, March 28—Sixty-one questions

were on the order paper today and it took
the House of Commons one hour and a half
to dispose of them. This is the last
Wednesday that will be devoted exclusive-
ly to private members’ business. Con-
siderable progress was made in running
through the motions on the paper. Mr.
Foster moved for a number of returns re-
lating to the dismissal of officials from
the public service.
“Hott. Dr. Borden laid upon the table of
the -house returns of the correspondence
‘Between thedomipion and'imperial govern-
‘mentg; relating “to the repatriation of the
Léingter reginent and also relating to the
offer ‘of the-provinee of British Columbia
to raise a eorps of mounted men for ser-
vice in South Africa.

In reply.to Mr. Russell of Halifax, Hon.
F. W. /Bopden stated that arrangements
for the chytch: parade of the Strathcona
Horse in Qﬂa%vﬁn March If were made

by Lt. Col. Gotton, district officér - com-
manding, TH&@ringements for.a church
parade of thef in Halifax were made
by Lieut. Coli Irving, D. ©. C. . Al

grrangements  were . made by

these,

e D. 0. C.; with the pfficer com-
‘manding the corps and there was no dif-
ference in the proceedure in regard to the
arrangements ¢f the parade at’ Ottawa and
at Halifax. 7 3 g

The minigber of militia;in reply. fo Sir
Adpolphe gi‘ r'ﬁ‘nid ‘that. Igelﬁ’t'.‘ Col.
Steele, holdi an imperial €ommission,
would rank séhion to Lieut. Col. Otter,
holding ' a diahh commission. - The

military act’ wonld not be revised pending
changes o thesdmperial act.

In reply to/Mr. Douglas, Hon. James

Sutherland stated that the driginal land
grant of 6,400 gicres per mile for 450 miles
of the Great @Northwest Central ‘Rdilway
had lapsed ex¥dpt 50 miles. -
' Hon. Sydney: Fisher stated that the gov-
‘ernment had accepted the offer to par-
Sicipate in the pan-Amesican exhibftion at
Buffalo in 1901, but no ‘arrangements had
yet been made.

John Charlton of North Nerfolk then
proposed the following resolution:

1. That the practice of delivering speeches
of great Iength’ in’ the Canadian House of
Commons has introduced a discursive style

of speaking that is destructive of pertinent
debate upon public questions, is a waste
of valuable time, unreasonably increases
the length of the sessions of parliament, is
in marked contrast to the practice with re«
gard to debate that prevails in the British
House of Commons and tends to repel the
people of Canada from a careful and intelli-
gent . ¢onsideration of the proceedings of
parliament. it

2. That it is desirable that rules be adopt-
ed limiting, under certain conditions, the
length of speeches and regulating the gen-
eral conduct of debate in that regard.

8. That a special comumittee should be
formed to considen the questions of parlia-
mentary debate, length of speeches, general
conduct of debate, and proper methods for
securing greater promptitude in the: dis-
patch of business; so far as may be consistent
with the parliamentary rights of the minor-
ity and the general interests of the public,
and report its recommendation to this house.

Mr. Charlton made an effective argu-
ment in favor of economy of time in dis-
cussing public affairs. He spoke for 40
minutes. He moved that the committee
be Messrs. Ellis, Russell, Monte, Davin,
Bourassa, Bell (P. E. 1.) Bostock, Berger-
on, McMullen, Somerville, Craig, Christie
and Charlton.

Mr. Lariviere spoke to the motion ‘for
40 minutes.

Mr. Bell spoke in favor for 27 minutes
and Dr. Sproule was speaking when thi
wpeaker left the chair at 6 o’clock. ¢

After recess the Brandon and Southwest-

_western Railway Company bill, which has

been so vigorouusly opposed by the West-
ern’ members," Was read a third time and
passed. 1

Col. Domville’s bill respecting the North-
ern Commercial Telegraph Co., was read a
third time and passed.

Mr. Costigan’s bill to incorporate the
Quebec and New Brunswick' Railway
Comnpany, was considered in committee,
réportedy read a third time and passed.

The bill respecting the Dominion At-

lantic Railway was read a second time

and referred to the railway committee.

Mr. McLeary of Welland, renewed the
debate on the transportation problem
and highly praised the speech of Hon.
Mr. Blair on this subject. Messrs. Me-
(Carthy, Corby, Campbell and Clarke also
spoke.

The house adjourned at 11.30.

BIAE i

Canadians After Long Marches

Through Heat, With Littlé to

Eat and Hardly Any Sleep, Were at the Surrender
of Cronje--Complimented by Gen. Roberts.

Ottawa, Mar..28—The following g@ Lieut.-
Col. Otter’s official report to ‘the Hiinister
of militia, cof the battle of l’au\debergi
Drift, in which Canadians were engaged
and at whick 18 Canadians “werg killed
and 62 wounded. L A

In field three miles north of Paardeberg
Drift, 23rd Feb., 1900, L
Leaving Belmont gn the 12tk inst,, with

895 of all rank, the remtainder eing either

5 or @Afit ta march, the battalion joined

the 19th brigade (Col. Stiith-Dorrien), Yth

division, (Major General Colville) at Gras

Pan the same evening. ¢
The Nineteenth Brigade left’Gras Pan

at 5 a. m., of the 13th inst. After a very

trying march of 12 miles we reached Ram:

PDam and went into bivouac. The day was

fearfully hot and water was very' scarce.

Fully 50 men fell out. The transport was

badly muled, heavily laden and , caused

many delays.

Moving again at 5. a. m.,. of the l4th:
inst., a good march of 12 miles was made
to Waterval Drift on the Reit river, but
here great delay took place iu  the xcross-
ing of the transport, and as tbp,paﬁt.(talxou
had to find all the duties fop the day,
Jarge fatigues to assist in the crossing h_ad
to be furnished by it, notably 208 gen for
the two 4.7 guns in the crossing,:of Which
great credit was given for the works

It was 6 p. m., before the' battalion
crossed dand the .officers and jnen: were
dead tired. The commander-in-chief,
Tield Marshall Lord Roberts, jothed the
{ force here and complimented 4hd bat-
talion on its physique and appearance as
it passed him. I had to leave 4. men at
Ram Dam unfit to march. ' s .

On the 15th the battalion marched at
4 a. m., being the advanced guard to the
brigade. Seven men were left as untit to
march. Wegrooe Drift on the Reit was
reached at 8.30 a. m., after a march of 9
miles, and the pattalion furnished the out-
posts for the Nineteenth Brigade (whole
battalion).

On the 16th inst., the day’s march was
begun. at 8:30 a, m., and Jacobsdal (five
miles) reached at 10 a. m. l.eaving Jacobs-
dal at 10 a. m., the battalion again form-
ing the advanced guard, a very tedious
night march began, which ‘ended in Klip
Drift at 8:30 a. m., of the 17th inst.

A force of the enemy under General

“friim: refonteln’ was 8id to he !

O § tid Tiver Mikider on |
. /An asction had

Yestorday nelr Klip

Drift by the Sixth Division. The bat-
talion left Klip Drift as rear guard to the
brigade at 5 p. m., and marched all mght,
reaching Paardeberg Drift at 6 a. m. The
delays were frequent and the march very
tedious. Twenty-one miles were made
during the night. On arrival it was learn-
ed that General Cronje’s force was here
and fairly well surrounded by our forces,
which apparently numbered some 40,000
men of all arms.

Immediately on arrival the Ninth Di-
vision was ordered to attack the head-
quarters laager of the enemy’s force which
occupied a position on the mnorth side of
the river, about two miles from the dritt.
The Third Brigade was detailed for the
right attack on the south side of the
river; the Nineteenth Brigade for the lett,
on the north side of the river.

At 7.15 a. m., (18th inst.,) the battalion
moved to the drift and crossed the river
which was very rapid, (9-mile current),
and deep, and as the men had to wade

the water was up to their arm-pits.’They |,

had to cross in parties of not less than
four and strongly locked together. After
crossing each company was hurried fof-
ward to attack the enemy who occupied
a bend -of the river bed some two miles
from thé drift to the.east. i

The disposition of the battalion' when
complete was as follows from the:right: :

“B,” “(¥’ and ““A’" companies in the fir-
ing line, “D” and “E” companies as Sup-
ports, with “F,” “G’’ and “H” in reserve.
The Gordon Highlanders were on, our left,
with the Shropshires, the Cornwalls on
our right.

The action began at 9.40 a. m,, and af-
ter an hour I began to reinforce the firing
line by “D” and “E” companies. ‘Lhe
enemy were perfectly concealed by the
river banks which weére full of dongas and
trees, while our men were in the open
veldt, with no protection save what a few
ant hills and slight inequalities of ground
gave them. The enemy’s fire was very
slow and only delivered when the last ex-
posure was made by our men. On ouf
part the fire discipline was excellent, the
men being cool .and collected, but they
labored under the difficulty of fighting an
invisible enemy.

At about 4 p. m., the Cornwalls under
Lieut.-Col. Cellworth came up to reinforce
us and ‘with instructions to “fin-
ish the thing” This eventuated
in a charge of both battalions made
about 5.30 p. m., which proved unsuccess-
ful, as the fire from the enemy (fully 1,200

impossible to advance against. The tight
continued, however, until dark when both
sides withdrew their forces, Our firing
line opened fire at about 600 to 800 yards
from the enemy and after the charge we
occupied positions varying from 100 ‘to 500
yards from the point of the enemy.

I am not able to give you a more de-
tailed ‘report of the engagement as Wwe
have practically been on the verge of ac-
tion ever since, and moving from one po-
sition to another. In connection Wwith
the subjection of the enemy ‘a fuller re-
port will follow.

The night of the 18th and 19th was
devoted to collecting the dead and wound-
ed, of whom I cabled you a list on the
19th, and during that day the men rested
until 3 p. m. They were very much dont
out, tired and hungry. :

At 5 p. m., of the 19th, the battalion
moved up to within 2,500 yards of the en-
emy’s laager-on outpost duty, and on the
90th, at 7a. m., was pushed on to Wwithin
1,000 yards, where it lay all day to a
“sniping” rifle fire from the enemy as well
as occasional fire from their “pom-pom™
Vickers-Nordenfeldt gun, which is most
demoralizing to the nerves, though mnot
very effective. Four men in the reserves
were wounded (at about 1,500 yards) dur-
ing the day, the report of which was cabl-
ed -on the 22nd.
~ I am now forwarding a copy of my
diary to the 17th inst., all T can at pres-
ent get time to have copied, and a parade
statement. This shows only 708 officers
and men effective I regret to say.
report I cannot give, it being impossible
to locate or report upon them, they being
so scattered.

(Signed) W. D, OTTER,
Lt.-Col. Commanding R.C.K.,
2nd Battalion.

P. S.—The battalion is and has been
on half rations for a week and it is im-
possible to give more than two meals a
day and those most unreliable. We are
on outpost duty day and night.

W. D.O.

THE CORSET WAR.

—— :

Scientists are convinced that the corset
is the direct cause of physical degeneracy
of the woman of today. For twenty
vears the medical fraternity have con-
ducted a crusade against this article of
feminine attire; but the fad has not de-
creased and although the small wast is not
popular, even undeveloped girls are en-
cased in corsets at an early age. Who
first conceived -the idea of the corset and
who was the first woman to wear one are
mysteries of the past, but corsets were
known as far back as the time of Cleo-
patra. Several times have corsets or some
article closely resembling them been
found on Egyptian mummies. These ar-
ticles do not, of course, resemble the cor-
set of today, but are more in the nature
of pliable bandages.

The Romans and Greeks were great ad-
mirers of female loveliness and' the wo-
men of those nations frequently used stiff
bandages. These consisted of a stout
piece of material laced tightly around the

“waist, which thus gave slimness to the

waist, and accentuated the curve of the
hips and bust; but the newly developed
female form ‘was distasteful to the idea
of beauty, hence a royal edict forbade the
wearing of any article which would con-
fine the waist. Then a new device was
adopted by the dames of fashion—zoras.
These were wide bands worn outside the
tunic, laced tightly around the hips and
stomach. These  were artistically em-
broidered and frequently elaborately jew-
elled.

After a time fashion wearied of the zoras
and it became a custom to prevent the
natural expansion of the chest and bust
Mothers would place strong bands around
the chests of their young daughters, which
the poor creatures were compelled to wear
night and day. When these bands were

removed the young women possessed that |

willowy grace and ease of movement
which the poets termed the rhythm of the
undeveloped figure. - i

Tor twelve centuries the evolution of
the corset Jagged, for the Greeks and Rd-
mans were satisfied with the natural
forms of their women. It was during the
reign of Louis VI. of France that the first
radical change was made in the corset.
Tt was then that the idea of giving arti-
ficial shape to omen was entertained.
A very uncomfortable and injurious ar-
rangement of two pieces was adopted—
one reaching from: the bust to the avaist,
the other binding the hips and stomach.
1t was not until the close of the fourteenth
century, however, that a corset adapted to
the figure itself was introduced by Isabeau
Baviere. :

The next style to become popular was
carved from wood to fit the woman for
whom it was intended. It was made of
two pieces joined together back and front
with linen straps. It wat considered the
proper thing to look very slender around
the waist, and many women lost their
lives through foolishly being strapped into
“cases” too small for them.

About this time the quilted. corsets or
“stays” met with favor and these were
made in different qualities, which resulted
in a corset epidemic among both the
wealthy and the poor. Whalebones were
added to this quilted corset and at the
end of the sixteenth century the king of
France appropriated a large sum of money

strong) uader cover, was most deadly and -in order to secure the necessary bone,

A sick:

Telegraphic Despatches. .

The Northwest boom bill was recoms
mended with amendments by the corpora-
tions committee of the local legislature
last night. 1t was the last bill to come
before the committee this session.

PRI IRE

Mrs. Copping, widow of Isaac Copping,
Chatham, died yesterday morning, aged
84. A daughter is Mrs. Kay, Moncton,
and two sons are Isaac and Thompson

Copping.

A galloway boiler in Chatham pulp mill
burst Monday night. William Buckley’s
head and face were badly scalded.

Last evening, at Truro, N. S., Rev. John
Lewis Munroe, Presbyterian minister of
Antigonish, and Miss Elizabeth Blanche
Lewis, daughter of Mrs. John Lewis, of
Truro, were married by Rev. J. W. Kal-
coner and Rev. Christopher Muaro,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, says an Ottawa
despatch, stated last night that there Was
nothing in the story that Hon. Jos.
Chamberlain .was in communication with
him in respect to the South African settle-
ment.

The bridge charges investigation was re-
sumed last evening. Chairman Carvell re-
ferred to the reports of the proceedings
published in the Sun and Gleaner.. He
characterized them as glaring falsehoods
and showed this by comparison with the
official -report. 1. B. Winslow was re-
called and examined by Dr. Stockton. ‘T'he
committee adjourned until this morning.
There is no word yet from the witness
Johnson, who went to Montreal for pa-

pers.

A Moncton despatch says there scarcely
.geems any justification for such alarming
stories from .a Tory source as have been
circulated about the I. C. R. and its tele-
graph operators. The men are . working
under agreement between the railway and
men ‘which same was refused again and
again. under Tory rules The only point of
difference seems to be the question of two
weeks’ vacation, the management claiming
that as overtime is allowed vacation would
cease.

At Fredericton yesterday, in the dis-
closure suit of T. Lynch vs. Judge Van-
wart, Lt. Col. Vince testified. He' pro-
duced a trust deed executed by Judge
Vanwart to him in June last, assigning

the judge’s salary of $4,000 to ‘him, and

his interest in his house and furniture,
subject to a $10,000 mortgage to L. P.
Fisher of Woodstock. Col. Vince was to
pay interest on the mortgage, premium of
life insurance to secure Fisher, and in-
stallments per year on an attached list of
creditors, the balance of the salary, some
$1,100 to be paid Judge Vanwart. The list
of creditors shows the sum of $60,366.42,
which is said to be but a partial state-
ment of the judge’s indebtedness. Judge*
Vanwart will be on the stand on April 6,
to which time court adjourned.

Waterville, Me., March 28.—George York,

.of Unity plantation, on his way to his home

with his brother Fred last Sunday, fell
through a hole in the ice and passed under
a large field of ice ,on the upper waters of
the. Kennebec river. His brother, who did
not go in, ran down the stream to open
water and when the body came down, he
jumped in and swam ashore with it. Life
was still in the body and by hard work he
was revived, but he was in a very critical
condition Tuesday evening and fears were
entertained that he would not recover.

St. John’s, Nfid., March 28.—The New-
toundland legislature' will meet tomorrow.
The Bond-Morris cabinet will confront the
assembly with a speech from the throne -
which will avoid all reference to the Reid
raijroad contract, thereby indicating that this
matter ig to be dropped.

The speech will avow the colony’s support
of Great Britain in the war in South Africa.
It will cite the recent modus vivendi re-
newal as a proof of this support and will
praise the liberality of the citizens of New-
toundland in subseribing to the patriotic
tund. It will also foreshadow a public
grant from the treasury of $20,000 to the
same fund. :

So far as legislation is concerned, the
speech from the throne will indicate nothing
except appropriation bills and a measure
for reducing the duty on fishermen’s lines
and twines. It will, however, refer to the
successful results of the fisheries and other
industries, and will announce that the sur-
plus revenue is almost $250,000, although
this, of course, was realized under the
predecessors for the present government.

Paris, March 28.—The Gaulois, in an
article dealing with the Delagoa Bay ar-
bitration, says: “The Americans and
English show impatience to receive the in-
demnity. In case England desires money,
complicated with a political arriere penze,
everything indicates that she has not lost
hope of persuading Portugal to relinquish

Lorenzo Marques, and to sell the re-
mainder of her eolonial empire.

o
Quebee, March 28.—The formal opening

of navigation took place this afternoon,
when a schooner from below slowly drifted
up river and sailed into the basin. This is
exceptionally early for a vessel to reach
port and but few recollect when navigation

opened earlier. .
* TEE——

The first automobile that has been seen
in this city arrived on the I. 8. 8. Co.’s
steamer St. Croix last week and is at pres-
ent in the International warehouse. It
is consigned to the Canada Cycle and
Motor Company. It will l)eplucéd on ex-
hibition in the Queen’s rink and in a
few weeks will be put on the road.

Ice in the river isgxpected to break up
in a few days.

River fishermen are catching a few gas-
peraux.

-

‘A firm of athletic outfitters in London
sent 12 footballs to the Gloucester regi-
ment at the seat of war, who have ar-
ranged with the Boer general to forward
them to Pretoria for use of the imprisoned
men of the regiment.

Amos J. Cummings of New York, enter-
ed a printing office at the age of 12 and
has set type in nearly every state in the
quon; was with Walker in the last in-
vasion of Nicaragua; served in the federal
army. throughout the civil war; has been
in the house for 12 years, and is today
one of its most influential members and

one of the very best newspaper writers
in the country.

Mr. Figg—Mr. Brown tells me you gave
his boy a beating. Did you?

Tommy—Course I did. His paw got him
a new bicycle, and a dog.—[ludia‘nupolis
Press.

It is stated on the authority of tho
\vfho have undergone the experience th:
people buried in an avalanche hear distinc
ly every word. uttered by those who ar




