«-ww
Wiz

T

(=
B

e AT

i

YR

O T R T Y,
-

X

7 S B Bl SR T

A AT

S

S

T

ore

S e &

B T ey

-

sy o

% W""*‘“ o Sl e
i

Py PETEEE

]

W ETRLE

UL

’.

.« INCES

‘_"Mwi‘themsethatahrger
. «customs duties; but that result is due en-

v the face of a very materiel reduction in
ST L the rate of taxation. ‘Lhe rate of taxation

' .another. The rate 1 the only thimg whick

. -0 his importation, the
.. made up n a general reduction of about

$ "
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United States and other countries. The |

an $-page mr ::.d is p‘llx‘l;l.hhed evul-y s
Y esday an turday at a year, in is § we b stated—
Sivance, by The Telograph Publishing Com; yusalty Rowaver, is JAG 88 ¢ -5 ‘
; of John, a company incorporated 2 saving to the people of cver $3,000,000 :

legislature of New Brunswick;

pany Saint
<My sct of the
Business Manager; James

‘hemas Dunning,
Jiannay, Bditor.

3 . ADVERTISING RATES.

ary commercial advertisements taking

Ordin
the run of the paper:—Bach insertion $1.00

.ger inch.

‘Advertisements of Wants, For Sale, etc.,

_§8 cents for each insertion of 6 lines or less.
Notice of Births, Marriages and Deaths 25

eents for cach insertion.

last year in consequenee of*+ be operations :

ot the Liberal tariff. If, on the other hand, *

the total taxes were larger =t year t was
because a prosperous peop:e chose to con-
sume a larger volume of mparted luxuries.
‘vhat is essentially the peo; 1e’s business.
‘the government has done a'; that it prom-
ised to do, and all that couid be fairly ex- |

pected of it
d “IMPORTANT NOTICE.
Owing to the considerablo number of com- IS IT A FRAUD? |
ts as to the miscarriage of letters al- Ty i

Jeged to eontain money remitted to this ofifce
we have to request our subscribers and agents
when sending momey for The Telegraph to
so by post office order or registered letter,
which case the remittance will be at our

¥n remitting by checks or post office orders
.@ur patroms will please make them payable
40 The Telegraph Publishing Company.

All letters for the business office of this
.paper should be addressed to The Telegraph
Publishing Company, St. John; and all cor-
wespondence for the editorial department
..should be -:t‘ to the Editor ef The Tele-

~graph, Bt. J
FACTS FOR SUBSCRIBERS.

Without exception names of no mew sub-
_geribers will be emtered until the money is
-gaceived. |

Subscribers will be required to pay for
wapers sent them, whether they take them
‘gvom the office or not, until all arrearages
are paid. There is no legal discontinuance
.@f a newspaper subscription untii all that is
. @wed for it is paid. - ’

It is a well settied principal of law that a |
for what he has. Hence; who- |
.ever takes a paper from the post office,
whether directed to him or somebody else,
mmust pay for it.

RULES FOR CORRESPONDENTS.

Be brietl.
Write plainly and take special pains with

Write de of

on ome side of your paper only.

Attach your name and address toy your :

@ommunication as an evidence of good faith. |
Write nothing for which you are mnot pre-

- gared to be held persomally respomsible..
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’ sweeping

{ ential tariff came into operation.

The opposition press, among Wwhich the
Sun has stood out conspicuously for the
character of its opinion in the
matter, have been unsparing in their con-s
demnation of the preferential tariff.
quote their exact words, they have pro-
ncunced it “a fraud.” Opposition leaders |
have been equally outspoken and have ;
employed pretty. much the same terms
The conclusion in both cases has been!
based upon the same fact—the fact that
while our imports from Great Britamn
have Mtly increased, our purchases
from the United States have been much !
larger than they were before the prefer- |

It will be noted in the first place that
this ofi-hand judgment is founded upon
the figures for less than a single yeu‘
The preferential tariff was primarily 10-}
troduced in 1897; but at that time the
German and Belgian treafies were in thgl
way, and nothing definite and effectave '
ocould be done. Sir Wilfrid Laurier took |
that matter in hand and almost. imme-
diately thereafter these obstacles were Te-
moved by the imperial government. ‘the !

+'Conservatives had talked for years About | txation. All

the  impediment presented by these }
' treaties; but having dome little else mﬂ
talk,  the impediment remained. Then
came- the fiscal year beginning July ¥
1698, and ending on 30th June last. ‘Lhe
official figures relating to that year have
not yet been made public; so that the op-
position newspapers and their platiorm

The Toronte organ of the Tory party .
makes $he bold statement, that, “tazatiom |

| Canada been reased :
nl s - ap : B e tariff had been in force-for but a few
daurier-Tarte govermment just $1  per | months.

hesd.” In a sense this assertion is ap-
proximately true, althovet in another
- .gemse it is wholly untrue Taxation has
:mmmmmamm&m

ﬁebhmwhichbaveopmtedin

friends have been jumping to & conclusion
on the strength of data referring only to
the fiscal year 1898, during which the new

It is just like them, however,
towtinmchahutywtxwhendeding
with a matter of government policy.

The Conservatives have, therefore,
pinioned themselves down to the judging
ofthoprefueﬁﬁdh:iﬁonthebuinoi
our imports from Great Britsin. We join
issae with them om that ground. The in-

._is one thing and the volume of taxation ‘8

. the gavernment can control while the vol-
.~ume depends upon the peonle themselves.
. Keeping this important cosideration im
snd, what i8 the fact ‘n rulation to the
controllable measure of taxation? - In
3896 the average rate of duty was 18.28 per

. eept; in 1898 it wag 1.93 per cent less.
‘the volume of taxation was larger last

| are available, inssmuch as the returns of

cvease between 1897 and 1898 ‘having been
but a «.vue over $3,000,000, while our pur-
chases from the United States ‘went
ahead by $17,0000,00, they have chosen
to declare the preference to be a fraud,
a mere delusion. They may have to re-
vise their views when the figures for 1899

the Imperial Board of Trade indicate a
very considerable improvement during the
past year in our import trade with Great
Britain. They show that our purchases

. year

. able goods. Why was there this large, im- |
portation? The answer i< ¢ bvious.
country is in a state of abounding prosper-

- to bring more luxuries from abroad than

‘buy 10 more than they did

duties colleeted at the custom houses
. would bhave been over $2, 000,000 less than

was actuslly paid, the difiereace being due

%o the lower scale of duties under the Lib- g

gral tariff. On the large importation of
. Jast year the saving to tnc people was up-;

! Great Britain. If the contrary were true,

. wards of $3,000,000, as com".ared with what ;
. there

. they would have paid had the Foster
- garifi remained in force.

A simple illustration will make the pres-
‘ent tariff situation plain,
.game time expose the humbug involved in

| cast the least doubt upon the usefulness
new tariff in relation to British
It all turns upon the nature,

the criticism of the Tory press. In 1806 if :

a Canadian brought $100 wirth of goods
from England he paid $30 in customs duties
thereon.
.'same extent he would not nave been re-
.quired to pay more than $2¢.50 in duties
d.fference being

iwo per cent. on all goods and a specific
reduction of 25 per cenl. of the duties in
4né case of British goods.
on every $100 worth of merchandize
brought from England the (anadian pur-
chaser would have saved $9.50 as compared
with what he would have La? to pay it the
Hoster tariff had remaned in operation.
No one will deny that this would represent
a very considerable reduct:on in the actual
measure of taxation. He would be paying
just $20.50 where he had paid $30 before.
. But suppose he found himself in such a
position that he felt he could afford to im-
port $200 worth of British g.ods instead of
the $100 which he had formerly bought.
. He wonld then actually bave to pay $41
where he had only paid $20.5C in 1896. Thus
. he would be paying more taxes, although
the rate ‘of taxation had been substantially
Appl this illustration to the whole tax-
ation of the Dominion and the
stg proper aspect. The

5

round. cut of about two’per cept.

cate of the customs duty ard‘they have
done much better in the casec of importa- |
from Great Britmmn. Buf, of course, '

‘tions
we do not import all that we.buy abroad
from England. Our trade with the United
States i8 very large, anl to American
goods the preferential tanff
_Mence the net reduction of duty on the

B mpontecEt comiT. ~ggned Ly

than im 1896 simply because of the |
enormous increased imporrution of duti- i by something over 28 per cent. as com-,

{ which we could as well have bought in

and will at the '
! trade with the United States does .not

If in 1899 he purebased to f,hef rather than the volume, of what we have

That is to say, | States have been of articles which Great

case assumes
Liberzls bave kept |

4heir anti-election pledge by making an all- |
n the

dees not apply. .

from the mother country have increased

pared with 1897, and no one will say that

The ; 28 pPer cent. is not a very substantial rate .
{ of progress. A i
. ‘ity, and the people have deubcrately c.hoeeu‘_ such a result within less than two years
{ can scarcely be denounced as a fraud.

_in previous years. If they had lioie te | Ab the mme time our trade
1 1896 the total ! United States has also grown. We have

tarift which accomplishes ;

with the

bought from that country probably 80
per cent. more than in 1807. But an
analysis of the returns plainly shows that
the goods purchased in the United States
are not for the mest part of the elass

would be room %o question the full
efficacy of the preferential tariff. It 18
capable of easy demonstration, however,
that the fact of our largely increased

: of the
' geods.

‘ bought from the Americans. It would
‘ be contrary te the fixed laws of trade
if we had purchased anything from the
_ Urited States which we could have got
¢ cheaper from England. It must be, there-
fore, that our imports from the United

! Britain does not supply. That seems to
iba plain. Canada has been enormously
{ increasing her buyings abroad daring the
! past three years, and it is quite certamn
‘that the preferential tarif has had an
! important effect in deciding the share
{ which England should receive.

There are other reasons why the prefer-

{ ential tariff is not a fraud. In the first

! place, its adoption was 2 proper step in
t the direction of greater freedom of trade
! within the empire. It was a right and
%timely thing te do. In the next place,

it has given Canada a better status in the
| British market. Gratitude and sentiment
may play but a small part in direeting
trade; but the fact remains that our
action in giving British goods a prefer-
ence has done more to stimulate the sale
of Canadian products in England than
anything else that has happened within
the last quarter of a century. This state-
ment is supported by the British press
‘ and the testimony of everyone who has
visited England since 1897. What is more
convincing, perhaps, is the substantial
fact that Great Britain has increased her
purchases from us since 1897 by $50,000,-
000. - Under the Liberal trade policy our

‘
!

awhole body.
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¢he measure of what we DXy from the ;

¢¢ The Thorn Comes Forth
With Point Forward.”’

The thorn point of discace
is an ache or pain. Eul iiic
blood is the feeder of i)

X v.
Perfly & wil.,
id .

Hood’s Sarsaparilla.

Kidneys, liver and gtomach will 2
once respond ? No thorn in this poini

Severe Paing—*“I had gévere pains it
my stomach, 2 form of ncursl A
n.xother urged me to take Hood's =
rilla and it made me weil and str 5
have also given it to my baby with sati«
factory results. I am glad to recoreinen
Hood's Sarsaparilla to others.” Muc
JoBN LA PAGE, 240 Church St., Toronto, G

complete Exhaustion—* After
ment in hospital, I was weak, hardly nile
to walk. My blood was thin. I took Hoou’s
Sarsaparilla until well and gained 20 ibs.
It also benefited my wife,” ARTEUR MiLLe
Dresden, Ont. :

NeverDisappoiits i

‘Hood’s Pills curs liver flis; the non-irritating and

Ca c to take wit! ’s Snrgn_y:mz‘x_':l;
B e s
with the mother country is now $75,000,009
better than it was in 1896. With such
preofs before them, how can the oppon-
ents of the government continue to speak
of the preferential tariff as a fraud? And
why should they be so anxious to smeer
at it, before it has bhad even a two years
test? Whatever may be theirgunda-
mental reason, it is quite certain they are
not disposed to treat the matter with faic-
ness and common sense.

Lastly, the opposition have failed to
recognize the general effect of the prefer-
ential tariff. in reducing the burden of
goods imported from Great
Britain have been lowered in their cost
to the consumer by the full measure of
the 25 per cent. preference. And more
than that, levery dollar’s worth of mer:
chandise sold to us by the Americans
which England could supply has been cut
in the cost by the same percentage. L
a manufacturer in the United States wish-
ed to sell an artiele in Canada that Eng-
land also produces he would have to meet
the advantage given by the preferential
tariff or be shut out. That proposition
is self-evident. So that the effect has been
to not only cheapen the great bulk of our
imports to the eonsumer to the extent of
the preference, bat to reduce the cost eof
home productions to the same degree.
The domestic producer must compete
with the British producer, and in order
to do so has been obliged to meet the re
duced cost of the imported artiele. Thus,
a double benefit has been conferred on
the home buyer.

THEIR LEADER® DILEMMA. ¢

Sir Charles Tupper nas at last ‘broken
a long sustained silence on a subject
which must have been giving his iriends
a good deal of anxiety. At vageouver he
undertook to explan why he had at
first condemned the Liberal tariff, and
of late has been claiming that tne ivation-
al Policy is still in operation. The two
positions were inconsistent. The tariif
could not be open to condemnation m
1897 and the subject o1 approbation in
1899 Liberal newspapers and speakers had
been pointing this out, and Sir Charles’
friends were at a loss to make reply.
In this dilemma it became of the first in-
portance that a satisfactory explanation
should be forthcoming, and Sir Charles
has finally after due deliberation, takea
up the subject in a public speech
In order that the difficuity of Sir
Charles Tupper’s undertaking may be an-
derstood, it will not be thought amiss to
show what was his exact attitude on the
tariff in  1897. In the budget
debate he said a great deal; but it
cannot be said that we huve misreprs

gented the scope and tenor . f his remarks
in seleeting the following . .otations from
Hansard:—

“I can understand how inc. uant the peo-
ple of this country will fc:: at the out-
rage that has veen inflicte:. upon them,
not by a fair, cpen and ma - declaration
of policy, but by false p -nces, under
the guise of wolemn decla:.. -ons that no
harm would 2 done the industries of
this country.”

«] deplore from the botten of my heart
the ruin that is going to b. aflicted upon

the best intc:ests of Canad.:, and upon 1ts
great indust: 28
“They are showing the jrople of this

country that no reliance (.l be placed
upon the mi b solemn dociarations that
they make, ¢:iher in the h» ~cor out of 1t;
they are shc ving the peoyi.c of this eoun-
try that, L-ving obtained power, whieh
was all they ' ished for, th«v are now pre
pared to abuse that powc: at the cost of
the sacrifice . [ the indust: .:s of Canada.”

“«*(he resuli is that this tariff goes into
operation and the honorable gentleman
knows that the industries are already
paralyzed. 1 say that a deeper wrong Was
never inflicted upon Can:ia.”

1t will be seen that tucse opinions and
forecasts were quite ii. harmony with what
the Conservative leader and his friends had
been saying during the campaign of 1896.
They had always maintained that the life
of Canadian industries
tion of the Conservative party in_ power,
that Liberal rule and industrial stagna-
side. With the new

and
stion would go side by
tariff before him in all
ter taking rample time for the :considm-
tion of the matter, Sir Charles saw 19
reason to modify ais ante-election: views.
Indeed, he declared in his most dramatic
style that the Qisaster long foreseen nad
already burst upon the country. But the
catastrophe did not materialize. Feeling

" imports from Great Britain have increased
' 98 per cent. and our exports to Great
Pritain 72 per cenf. “ur aggrezate trade

in due time Sir

hung on the reten

its details; and af:.

ok

told you so;”
against him.
the official returns

Next year it took
ward, and today it
000,000 better than

rule.
With such facts

should alter their

otherwise, for the
in force.” This rig
ing to explain
ation with which
cized the Mielding
troduced. And at

in 1897 with his

said in substance:
gay that the
'the National Poli
tariff of 1897 is no

today than day is
planation will be

it is learned that
not offer

ter stand at that.
fear of successful

to get out of a ho!

thoughtful man in

parallel case

straightway sent
Gazette te whom
In effect he said:
epportuni

approve.

qualified
knows, parliament

od up
way bill in the

work this ebange.
then was identical

awaiting the day when he could say:
but circumstances were
At the end of the first year

$35,000,000 ahead of the increase
during the long eighteen years of Tory

becomes imperative that the Conservatives ™%
o' pire
| prec
The Quebee opponents of
also point out that it is under Liberal
rule that the hopes of restoring separate
schools 11 Manitoba have been destroyed.
On the whole therefore it will be seea
that the governmeamt is being attacked im
Quebec on entirely different grounds from
that tak=a in the other provinces Every-
where outside of- Quebec the Concervatives
are claiming to be more imperial tham
their oppoacamts. The cry of the politiea!
Pharisee 1= I am more loyal than Thou.”
In the Manitoba elections the Conserva-
tives possl as a Protestant party and a
party whicn sought to protect ibe British
races from fereign dominatien. In Quebec
Liberalism is attacked as being identified
with imperialism and with mo-ern ideas
whieh tenl to sap the foundation of the
Roman tatholic religion.

the Liberal trade policy. They were in a;
corner. So they dropped their talk against
the tariff and said:
gountry is prosperous.

left them in the awkward
away the sweeping condemn-

faced the task of reconciling his stand

it im true Tupperian style.
It is unnecessary to quote from Sir
Charles Tupper’s speec at

tariff brought down in 1897, and I mow
present tariff is pract'cally

although no one should - perhaps be sur-
prised by anything Sir Charles may say
when he has to turn a sharp corner,
public amazement wul be intensified when

a single comparison to show
wherein the difference lay.
made the bald statement and let the mat-

Charles is in error.
the tariff of today are the same.
change has been made. It is all very well

sible; but Sir Charles has only offered an
exlanation in tms instance which must
make him ridiculous in

This is not the first time, however, that
Sir Charles has employed such tacties. A
is well
memory. When the
sition was first announced Sir Charles was
in Montreal. ize read the full text of the
government . measure in the press and

ity at emce of saying that this e
a plan ef establishing communieation with
the Yukon of which I heartily and fully
When perliament meets I wmil
give to this government measure my un-

support.”’

of six or eight days, and Sir Charles tarn-
as one of the bitterest and most an-
compromising opponents
house. ‘I'wo or
of dragooning at the
saclean, of Toronto, had been sufficient to

gented at Vancouver in respect of the
tarifi: “This is not the bill I approved
of at all. It is no more like it than day
ig like night.” Yet it was absolutely
precisely the same bill.

gT. JOHN, N- 8. JANUARY 1T

“f

showed that our aggre-

gate trade had jumped up some $30,000,-
000. This was a disappointment, indeed.

another long leap for-
stands more than $100,-
it was in 1896, or some :
achieved

before the country it"

tactics in relation t

“QOh, certainly the
It could not be
National Policy is still
ht about face, however,
position of hav-

their leader had eriti-
tariffi when it was in-
Vancouver Sir Charles

attitude now. He did

length. He
] did condemn the

And why? The

like the tariff or
like mnignt.” This ex-
received with surprise,

cy.
‘more

ani

the veteran leader did

He simply

Now, we say Wwithout
contradiction that Sir
'I'he tariff of 1897 and
No

le in the best way pos-

the eyes of every
the country.

within the publio
Yukon railway propo-

for a reporter of the

he gave an interview.
~1 want to take ..e

Well, as everyone
did meet in the course

of the Yukon rail-
thres days
hands of Mr. W. F.

And his explanation
with that which he pre-

and

over the sending

presented

La Patrie, ‘n
Quebec supporters
were disloval.
be a boomerang.
kind. Within the
all the opposition

ment. The latest

maine Raligieuse

Iand. I,
public’ be
the English race
ope and Arnerica
overbearing and
the rest of the
last to the Krenc

| bably goiag

has. Liberalism

‘certain that it would come 1n
Charles maintaired @ discreet sil~ar,

} duce 2 ~svolution

A POLITICAL BOOMERANG.

R

In the esrlier stages of the diseussion

South Africa, it was a favorite occupation
of some ef the opposition
quote passiges from French
nals advesre to imperialism,
that this conrse would
ernment. Mr. Tarte’s remarks,
in a distorted and exaggerated
way, were jumbled up with articles in
the hope of proving that the

This trick has proved to

contingent has come from public men and
journals m Quebec hostile to the govern-

of these deliverances is that of the Se-

culiar fearure of thie article is that it at-
tacks the United States as bitterly as Hng-
says, this
humiliated with England and if
be stricken both im Bur-

world and will leave at

velop fresly their counbry of
The writer goes en o predict the down-
fall of England and of that ‘superb
rogance which seems %o defy mot only the
peoples of the earth but heaven itsel L

It will e observed
the United States, and Sir Wilfred Laur-
jer are all put info the
dengunced as enemies
ism ~says the article
present fime among
Canada profound diversions which are pro-
to increase and a sad ‘and
perhaps ieremediable ‘weakening of religion
and good customs.”
glomania s twice as
gs an instrument and it
therefore calls upon
Libm;.Mﬁ ;
vien, & _Ool‘.serviﬁ've
Three Rivers, pronounced
ing against Imperialism as likely to pro-

of Canadian troops to
journalists te
Cansdisn jour-
in the hope

embarrass the gov-
usually

of Sir Wilfred Laurier
of the most dangerous
last few weeks nearly
to the sending of the

and most remarkable

of Quebec. One pe-
“insolent Re-
“its people will be lesa

less insolent towards

h race the nght to de-
Canada ”

ar-

that Great Britatm,

.same category and
of religion. Leberat-
“introduces at the
the French race im

‘It declares that An-
formidable simee it

Quebec to get rid, of
time .ago the Triflo-
& paper published at
a solemn warn-

in the religicus and gO-

whole period of
tion.
penny postage,and the sending of tw
sand men to fight the pattles of the Em-
in South Africa are events without
edent in the history of confederation.
the government

senger mainbains am

holders.
ers

‘The Northern P

1900.

cial eustoms which French Canadians hold
dear. It is evident that the intention is
to present Liberalism and Imperialism to-
gether as twin evils, dangerous to the
maintenace of the religion, language, and
customs of the people of Quehec. Those
who are carrying on this attack will find
it easy to prove that Imperial ideas have
made more progress in Canada during the
three years of Liberalism than during the
Conservative administra-
'T'he preferential tariff, Imperial

B

_—

THE MACDONALDS AND
NOPOLY.

o

and Ernest Albert Macdenald, of
to, entered upon their duties on

in both eases that there was a

against “monopoly.” There is this diifes-
ence, however, that the present mayor of
‘Toronto did come out on a distinet anti-

monopoly platform, declaring his

thigh. He, er some of his friends,
the phrase “gtrap-holders,” a

when people are returning frem

was much im evidenee.

1 represent the
In ‘less than twenmty-four
the phrase was en every meuth in
to, and it is no

»

the eorporation now thad
interesting year in Toronta.

tinctly
probably was,
with the railways,

ald and his friends were doubtless
to use this diseontent, as they
have used any other

not raise the issue,

the prespeet of their eoming nte

them, while the Canadian
The latter did not
the straphelders. The
wing of the party may
direetion, but the Tupper and

be meving

other way. 1f Hugh John Ma
spite of the gentlemen who claim
in his victory, not because

private corporations,
for the principle of government
ship or control of railways, has
been kept under severe restraint.

little criticism er opposivien.

he obstructed an amendment inte

er to make and destroy towns
trary exercise of their will
nor Mr. Foster is esmpetent %0
role of the strapholders’ friend.

—

The arrival of General Roberts

action which has hung OVeT the
armies for several days past.

Buller,
of his commanding officer or~byj-
volition bas at length moved, and

breasts of the British 'people. :
bope that this is the beginning of
‘in the

ple, proud a,ngl_gel}-reli,an!;, have
experienced a succession

!Leen humiliating but incompre

o A _

Hugh John Macdonald, of Winnipeg

the same day, and in one respect umder
similar circumstances. A eclaim is made

tion of smiting the corporations hip amd

which in its way must be regarded as @
_positive stroke of genius.
been loud complaints of _over-erowding
the street cars, especially aboub the heur

There

and the strap by whieh the seatless pas-
unstable equilibrium
“I'here are,” said
Macdonald, “three eclasses of holders =
the Street Railway Company: the bemd
holders, the shareholders and ‘the stzap-
strapheld-

exaggeration de say shat
it contributed materially te the viebery.
What Macdonald will be able to do with
he kas his

obanee, remains to be seem. It will be am

In the other ease the issue was not dis-
raised. There may have beea,
a good deal of discenteat
and ib is quite likely
that many voters thought that they would
be striking at the railways if they straek
at the government. Hugh John Macdon-

stick that would kelp

to beat the government. But they did
_amd she Manitoba

_railway eorpesations were mot alarmed by

acific §s said te have aided
Pagific Was
neutral, if mot frieadly te the eppesition.
take up the eause of
Q@arke Wallace

Feater wing
shows a decided dispositien to march the

adopts @ strapholder poliey, it will be im

of them. The

hostility of Messrs. Tupper and Foster %o
and their friendship

to private railway corporations they have
allowed te pass through parliamenmb with
The meas-
are which they ebstracted with all their
might, keeping parliament in gession frem
day till midnight, from midnight to
from dawn to dewy eve, filling the pages
of Hansard with rubbish, was the exten-
sion of the government railway to Mont-
real. Sir Charles Tupper declared him-
self opposed to a milway commission,

deprive the railway companies of the pow-
by the arbi-
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the effect of breaking the monotony oi m-
whether forced on by the orders
ray of hope has sprung into. being in the
method of conductipg the cami

paign in South Africa. The British peo-
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Yet as there is am underlying cause for
everything that takes place we may be
sure that these disasters have mot come
by chance, but are due to some ncglect
of those rules of warfare which cianot be
set aside except by men of genius whe are
a law unto themselves.

The effect of the movement of General
Buller has not yet been fully daveloped,
but it seems to be on the lines thac anv
general of even moderate ability would at
once have laid down as the proa:r way
to relieve Ladysmith and pun'sh the Boer
army We have hewrd a great deal of
Buller's massive jaw and huis shy ¢ curt
speech, but the fact that a man is rude
does not always imply that he is a genius,
and neither Marlborough, Wellington er
Napoleon were men with the counten-
ance of a bull dog. This canine is a good
enough dog in his place, but ne ene gives
him credit for high intelligence or wants
to place him in command of an army.
When General Buller fased the Boers
at the Tugela River he ought te have
remembered that the great masters of the
art of war never made front atttacks om
fortified positions unless such a course
was unavoidable. The Boer line of in-
trenchments, however long, had an end
and it should have been his business to
turn it by the extension of his lines or
by a flank march by part of his force.
This is what he now seems to be doing,
for the scene of his operations on the
Tugela River is perbaps twenty miles tc
the westward of Colenso. He holds the
south bank of the river and the enemy’s
fortified position is four or five miles dis-
tant from the position he bolds on the
river. As ‘we read the despatch he had
not crossed the Tugela, that river being
in flood, but that will be an easy oper-
ation with no ememy %o oppose him and
with his guns cemmanding the north
bank of the river. If this turning move-
ment is successful, and there seems te be
no good reason why it showd he other-
wise, the British general has a vhaace te
capture the larger parb of she Boer army.
The route he is following will place bim
across the line of retreat of the Free
State forces and if the operation is prop-
erly conducted, it ought to be imposs sble
for any of the Free Btate troops to re-
turn to their owa eouatry.

The arrival of General Roberta and
General Kitchener a¢ Cape Town ap-
pomtobnvohdtho‘edo&aﬁrrhm
up all she British armies 1n the field te
a state of umwomted astivity. Before
that time General s'sench wad the omly
British commander ia moftios, but now 1%
mmﬁhtanthamieummoreorlem
active. This may be merely a eoincidénce,
oritmybethenuhdﬁeonleuoi
the new commander-in-shief,  wha has
never been in faver of Fabian tactics.
Gemeral Roberts evidently thinks that the
proper way to' evetéeme ihe enemy s te _
advance against him. And now that all
ghe British armies are advaneing against
the enemy We may asswme that in the
course of time ke will be overcome.

Whatever we may snink of the other
features of the oampaign the fact re-
mains that our principal interest has
been centred in the relief of Ladysmith.
Mafeking, although it bas been splendidly
defended, was too remote as well as toe
small to become a very great cause of
anxiety; Kimberley waa the city of the
millionaires whom many hold to be respon-
sible for the war and who ecertainly ace
hardly doing their part toward bearing
its burdens. But Ladysmith contains tem
thousand brave British soldiers, and its
surrender $o the enemy would not onmly
be a great military asaster but it would
go down into history as &
cline of British generalship,
of the deeay of British eourage- That
had no such signifieanee might be stated
and with truth, but those who think that
failure is always the resuls of known aad
preventable caused would still maintein
that Ladysmith’s fate had been decided
by the capacity of the British generals
and soldiers.

whieh the Beem made en
inst., seems to have

The as3asut
Ladysmith or the 6th
bad a very d>maging
ale for since then
wholly on the defensive. This was really
the first tine during the presemt war thab
they made a determined
tified positiym held by British troops,and
although they were in overwhelming num-
bers they wholly failed %o aceomplish their
object. Aheir losses were very heavy, as
the fightinz was close ang severe. and the
indications seem to point $o an early re-
treat from their positiom around Lady-
which they must mow see cannot be
ary assault they can deliver,

smith,
carried by
and which rcust be
the operaiions of Buller's wumy. The
movement for the relief of Ladysmith be- -
gan last Thursday when he marehed a part
of his arm; to the westward and occupied
Potgieters” Du'ft on the Tugelz River. On
the same day General Warren, with a
strong cohimn marched bo the eastward
from Free by wey of Weenan. This
tlace is abot five miles south of the Tuge-
la River 2ni twenty miles east of Colenso.
As DPotgicters, Drift i about fifteon
miles to . the westward ot Colenso

it will be seen that the British

Let us
a change

receutly

operations  in Natal eover a fromt
of fully thirty-five mules, and that it will
‘he impossihle for the Boers to prevent the
crosing -of the Tugela either to the east-
ward or the westward of Colenso or ad
tnat place itself. The only column whosec
strength is given is that of Geuersl Frenci
who is rep.esented as having 11,00 men

hensible.

with him, ans. if this figure i3 correct he
L'} -
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speedily relieved by .-
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