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Philip Snowden,

“If one.class is going to be better
off than another, then surely it should

be the class that does the work."—
M.P.

WANTS TO KNOW THE LAW.
Vanguard, Feb. 9, 1618.
Dear Comrades of-the Forward:

I was arrested. Some time ago on
a charge of sedition, but after inves-
tigation the case was dropped. The
officer who arrested me did not
state his charge against me, nor tell
me on whatbauthority he-was arrest-
ing me. Upon being ordered to do
certain things, I asked him upon
what charge he was making the ar-
rest,. and upon what authority. He
remarked that I would find these
things out when I reached Regina.
After the case had b&en dropped, he
instructed me to discontinue our So-
cialist meetings.

Will you look up®he law on this
affair’ and find out if there is any-
thing in the military law of the day
to prevent Socialists from holding
‘meetings, and also -if a soldier in
uniform can make an arrest withoyt
‘stating the charge against the ar-
rested person.

Yours fraternally,
Fred G. Wetzel.

Our Answer to the Above.

In response to the foregoing letter
from Comrade Wetzel, provincial
secretary of the S.D.P, of Saskatche-
he was informed that the:law
his fact, how-

wan,
was all on his side.
“éver, should not cause him to imag-
ine that his legal rights were likely
to be respected. Most ef the ma-
chinery for - securing the enforce-
ment of his rights' is likely in the
hands of men who glory in seeing
the irresponsible deprive him of his
legal rights. The Gingas, who know
only one law, which is their momen-
tary whim,; are now ‘in the saddle,
and they are riding fast and not
paying very much attention to whom

_ they ride down or whose rights they

3
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LIBERTY "AND MILITARISM:
Ly Arthur Ponsonby, M.P.

Do you want the war to go on be-
cause yvou think we ‘are fighting for
liberty and justice against militar-
ism and oppres&on? Liberty and
justice are not in the gift of any ex-
jsting governnment. Milit_arism and
oppression  are characteristic in
varying degrees of them all. What

has been the effect of our attempt-

ing to crush ‘German militarism by
force of arms? We have established
mxhtarnsm at home. We -have de-
prived men of theit lnberty, pumsh-
ed men for their consciences, cen-

sored opinion and suppressed free

- speech, Militarism can  only be
“crushed by the peoph&hemselves in
‘a -country Where 2 free éemoeugy

- exists. We tannot free the German
people by warfare, but we can en-

tinue
L

erty, misery and ignorance. The real
enemy is established inside every
country. It is the spirit of tyranny,
greed, materialism,
militarism.

intolerance and
It is the unfair distribu-
tion of wealth, the jneglect of educa-
tion, the idolization of riches. The
victims of that enemy .are to be
slums, in workhouses, in
asylums, and in prisons. Why. not
make reddy to fight that enerhy, in-
stead of wasting life and treasure in
the slaughtering of men who are as
anxious as you are to turn their at-
tention to the real
round them?

found in

evils that sur-

The longer .you con-
European conflict, the
outcome of diplomatic intrigue, and
the product of the reckless ambi-
tion of governments, the lonéer will
the real war be delayed.

Do you want a lasting peace? If
$0, you must prevent the’ intrigues
of\diplomacy and. the entanglements
ot secret engagements, you must
avoid a settlement based on a re-
newed competition in armaments,
you must nationalize the manufac-
ture of armaments, you must control
foreign policy through parliament,
you must defeat the attempts to in-
stitute an embittering economic war
which must make peace impossible,
and you must demand the right of
evéry people with =ational ideals
unnhampered and unthreatened. 'If
you want to prevent this fearful ca-
lamity ~Mfrom happening again, you
must substitute co-operation for ri-
valry among the nations, the har-
mony of an international council
for the conflict of international ar-
maments, These great objects might
be obtained without furthes blood-
shed, not by a frennzied desire for
revenge and triumph, but by the
wise determination of the people
to insist on the governments, stating
their terms and opening negotia-
tions.

this
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SIR AUCKLANB GBDDES AT-
TENDS TRADE UNION xn&'r-
o AN
" Over m.ooo delegates of thc Amal-r
gamated  Society of
tendad A pmmte meztmm s;m:uy,.

Engineers at-

-

bmldmg Trades. The attendance
numbered between 3,000 and 4,000.

. A resolution was phssed, with two

dissentients, pledging the meeting
to resist by all possible means any
further call upon the man-power of
the nation unless the government
intimated” its willingness - to . adopt
the war aims of the Labof Party,
promised to facilitate the holding of
an international workers’ confér-
ence,‘and to agree without delay to
the conscription of wealth.

Another great mgeting of Clyde-
side engineers was held in the City
Hall, Glasgow, on Monday night,
when Sir Auckland Geddes was
questioned for two hours. The re-
solution, moved by Mr. McManus,
~seconded by Mr. Gallacher, pledged
the meeting “to oppose to the very
uttermost the government in its call
for more men; to take action to en-
force the declaration of an imme-
diate armistice’ on all fronts;” and
concluded with “the expressed.opin-
fon of the workéts of Glasgow that
from now on, and so far as this
business is concerned, their attitude
all the time and every time is to do
nothing in support of carrying on
the war but to bring war to a con-
clusion,” The resolution was car-
ried practically with unanimity and
amid’ intense énthusiasm, accompan-
ied by singing of “The Red Flag.”

Auckland Geddes said he would
personally support the proposal for
an international conference of the
workers, provided the German
workers were properly represented.
WHAT THE ONTARIO PARLIA-

.- MENT DID.

The following Bills were introduc-
ed: To provide for the appointment
of agricultural representatives; to
amend the Mining Acts of Ontario;
to amend the Metal Refining Boun-
ty Act; to providé for the appoint-
ment of a general purchasing agent
for the Province of Ontario, amend-
ing: Juniors Act, to extend the dura-
tion of the present Legislative As-
sembly until the close of the war,
to provide for better regulation of
the public service, to amend the Mu-
nicipal Act, to*amend the Coroners
Act, to amend the Administration of
Justicg, Expense Act, to amend the,
Assessment Act, to amend the  Sta-
tute Law Amendment Act, to amend
the Act to authorize and confirm
grants by Municipal Corporations
for patriotic purposes, to amend the
Mortgagors and Purchasers Relief
Act, 1015, to amend the law relating
to landlord and- tenant, -to amend
the Mechanics and Wage Earners
Lien Act. ;

Mr. Hartley Dewart,
the following question on the order
paper in his name: “What was tlse
amount paid in by each of the fol-
lowing corporations. in  the year
1917, or the last period of twelve

month's for which returns are made,”

for all. purposes under the Work-
men’s Compensation Act, namely:
Massey-Harris. Co., Ltd., John In-
.glis Co., Ltd.,, Torotno Carpet. Mfg.
Co., Harris Abattoir Co,, Ltd., Park
Blackwell Co., Ltd.," Dominion Ra-
diator < Co., Ltd. What was the
amount paid out in the same per-
.iod under the Act, to the employes

of each of the said companies, for

claims made for injuries’ during sud
‘period. - What amount, if any, was
held under the Act, for further pay-
‘ments or claims made in the same

period for miunps by such empbyes‘

of ‘each of fhe uié campmiei." 5

- notes and coins over and over again.

M.P.P,; ‘has .

Conscript the banks to repatriate
our’ soldiers and pay war pensions.

Conscript the banks to reduce and
prevent war profiteering,

Conscript the banks to prevent
poverty ~coming on the people
through debt, interest and taxation,

Conscript thé banks to finance the
war and liquidate the war debt.

Conscript the banks to knock out
war debt interest.

Comcrlpt the banks to evolve be-

- yond capitalism. g

Conscript the banks to solve the
unemployed problem,

Conscript the banks and we con-
trol all industries; because all in-
dustries, through their overdrafts,
are subject to the banks.

Conscript the banks and we con-
script the heart of capitalism,

Conscript the banks and knock
out high prices.

Conscript “the banks and there
will be no necessity for race suicide.

Conscript 'the banks to save Can-
aday )

(,OH\Crl[)t the banks, in fact, em-
bracés control of all our material
resources to carry on this great

«struggle for freedom, without bur-

dening and impoverishing the mass-
es. through debt and interest, and

without in any way interfering with
the people’s bank deposits.

JEROME K. JEROME ON “A LEA-
GUE OF REASON.

Jerome K. Jerome, stating in The
Daily Newswthe case for “A League
of Reason,” he says«

“There are two hopeful things
about thig war. The one is that it
is going to end. Sooner or later the
dove will return with the olive leaf -
in her mouth, God will have caused
a wind of feasop to pass over the
earth, and the waters of annger and
hatred shall be assuaged. Not all
the Northcliffes and Reventlows in
Europe can _eliminate that. fact.
They can delay the end, but it will
come. To-day..the many  headed
howl at those who would hasten
peace. To-morrow the ‘curses will
be for those‘'who have prolonged the
war. The other is that there is go-
ing to be no ‘crushing victory’ on
either side. It would almost seem
as if .a far-seeing Providehce had
arranged that the forces should be
so evenly balanced as to eclude
this possibility, Any ‘crushing vic-
tory’ would make militarism triums:
phant through the werld for the
next century. It would prove its
value .and re-establish its prestige
as the most efficacious arbiter d'f\
human affairs. A general draw will
expose its futility, -and overwhelin
it ‘with the execrations of the peo-
ple. No nation containing the seeds
of life ever has been crushed.
Wounded and enraged it creeps
away to feed upon its bitterness and
work out its- revenge.”

WHAT GOVERNMENT TELL

SOLDIERS.
The Canadian soldiers are voting
for their general . election, The

Motning Post says:
“The issue was brouzht ‘home to
every voter by means of the iaﬂgrf
ing printed notice:
“‘If you vote. ngmmst‘
~ment you wﬁl‘ M




