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Prom the Boston Mercantile Library Reporter, for March, 1856, published by the Mercan­
tile Library Association, and conducted by its Officers.

“ If Worcester is the standard authority In Boston, it is a singular fàct 
that while the best editions of both these Dictionaries are in the Mercan­
tile Library, both side by side upon the catalogue, and both accessible to 
our members, Worcester has not been called for once, that the librarian 
or his assistants can recollect, for the past three years. This copy was 
placed in the library in May, 1848 ; it has still on its edges the original 
polish of the binders knife, and were it not for the official stamps of the 
Association, it would pass for a new copy in any book-store. Webster’s 
Unabridged, which has been in the library since October, 1849, is in con­
stant use, it being no unusual circumstance for it to be inquired after 
twenty times a day. We invite those who believe that Worcester is the 
standary authority in Boston, to a personal examination of the two copies 
in this library, and the other facts we have stated. The condition, also, 
of the copies of the two Dictionaries in the Boston Atheaæum indicates 
the same fact, though not in so marked a manner, that, whichever is the 
standard authority in Boston, Webster is the one that is used.”

In the United States he is the authority everywhere, except in Bos­
ton ; and even there, more than any other one.—Professor Stowe.

FACTS.
Fact 1. More than ten ttones as many are sold of Webster's Dictionaries, than of 

any other series in the country.
Fact 2. At least four fifths of all the School Boohs published in this country own 

Webster as their standard, and of the remainder few acknowledge any standard.
Fact 3- Nearly every State Superintendent of Publie Instruction in the Union, or 

corresponding officer, where each a one exista, has recommended WEBSTER’S DIC­
TIONARY in the strongest terms. Among these are those of Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut. New York, New Jersey, Penney Iranis, Ohio, Ken­
tucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota», and Canada, 
eighteen in all _

Fact 4. There is a unanimity of opinion that Dr. Webster’s is the best Defining 
Dictionary in tbs English Language.—Horace Mann.

Fact 6. It is constantly cited and relied on In our Courts of Justice, In our legislat­
ive bodies, and in public discussions, as entirely conclusive.—Bon. John C. Sp'nre'r.

Fact 6. The Etymological part surpasses any thing that has been done for the En­
glish language by any earlier laborers in the same field.—Oeorge Bancroft.

Fact 7. I should greatly rejoice to see Dr. Webster’s improvements in Orthography 
universally adopted, as I have no doubt they will bs.—Prqfessor Edwards, of -Salem 
Normal School.

Fact 8. In reference to the modifications of oirthespiccd notations, the critical judg­
ment and refined taste of Professor Goodrich have left in hie editions of Webster’s Dic­
tionary little ground of objection in regard to the peculiarities which proved the only 

drawback from the value of the original work.—Professor Russell, the Elocutionist.


