
THE FUTURE OF CANADA IT

THP BASIS OP CONFEDEBATIOir.
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federation of the British North American pro-vinces in 1867, as has been truly observed, may be shSwnby time to have been one of the most important events ofmodern world history. Not only did it mark thlhegSi-ning of a new power on the North American continent but

It set an example, which was to be followed later by thegreat pohtal consolidations of Australia and South Afri-
ca, l^or Canadians its supreme importance was, ofcourse, that it marked the real beginnig of the nat onal

T":^ %'^''' i^y^^^y- Confederation was no ace dentAs the Pnme Mmister of Quebec, Sir Lomer Ck>uin, inthe masterly defence of Confederation which he made nhis great speech on the Francoeur motion, truly remarked
Confederation was not the result of caprice or aHct offrivohty but the result of a necessity.* Confederatfon in
tact, was an evolution, an evolution towards greater power

sc"attereTr^
self government. No more^solatedTnd

finll f communities, no more disunited provinces but aunion of all under one great federation of sister prov.' •

>es

fnf'pJf
§^7^™»n& but all united in matters of common

S^cSnttutior^'*""^"
^'"^"^^ ^" ^^^ 'o the

Pr;f'^°M""fu^'A'"*^^.^'*'
^^^ ^t fo"" Canada and the otherBritish North American colonies, that at this critical junc-ture they possessed men of the broadest views and thesanest statesmanship who laid the structure of Confede-

T^SY^^'I "T"^ ^""^ ^"^^ foundations from which weshall depart only at our peril. What ,let us now briefly

fhTp''!0''^'%*^u '5?^ ^'?^ underlying the vast design ofthe Fathers of the Canadian Confederation? That theirruling idea was that the new Dominion should always en-
'

joy the most complete autonomy and that it should ultima-tely^tain the status of a nation in the full meaning of


