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to my fricnd>i i,> «h.im «h™ I hav. (jivin n„„. „
of mylicart, I am li-,, punctu.il in inikin- ,,( |.,,m an.l
kissing n,y hami than lu ..thcr pcplc to »h>,„, thai
out-5i(k- Civility i> all tiiat Uloii;;,.

1 rcccivcl the llia-r I i,s vuu „!>. That wliicli
Ihe author sint nit .h.cr^c> my ., ,„,« k-i^.„urit n.ore
way, than i.nc

; and I nul^t Li-j,- y a i , return it. Hi,
<icnionr,trati.)n, arc -o |,|ain, that if ihi, «crc an aj;c
that followed r<.ai,in, I should not dnulil l,a; hi, „,,u|,i
prfv.iil. Hut to l,c rational i, >o ijlonou, a thun; tha'
two ln;ge.l ^natures ytncrally content tluni,tlv,r with
the- title; Imt will not deha,c- v, cvcdient a laculty
al.out the tondua of ,o trivial a ll.iny a, thev make
thLMlLSelve,.

Tlierc never u.i- a man U-lter vailed to voiir wi,lie-
than

1 am. Vou lake a plc.i-ure in Kni;; troubled will,
my eonimi-ions

; and I have no other «ay ,,f tomnieree
with yoii, l,ul l.y ~uch im|.,.rtiiimie.. I ean only ,iv
that, vvere the- (aMcs ehan^ed, 1 ,ho,ild, l,e,n- in voi',;
likue, have the same vatisfaetlon

; and therefore conii
dently make u,o of u,in km.l offer. I tliercfore be-
lli, lavoiir of you to ;;et me Mr I.e Clere\ //,„„,„,v
of t/:.- /-.v..,,.,;, ,. ,n l;„j,|„h, bound very hnelv ,n calf
k'dt, an,l lettered ,,n the back, and j;ill on the leave.
N. alv, I would have ,Mol,ere\ works (of the besl
olilion you can .^et iliem, bound. These b,H,ks are tor
"lies; and Iheielore I w.uld have them fine, and the

leaves K.lt as vv,.|l a- the lack. Moliere of the I'aiis
cd.lion I Honk ,, the be-l, ,1 ,t can be ijot ,„ |.„n,h,n
"1 'I'li'vN.

\ ou see the lilH.-rty I take. 1 should be -I i.i
'

you coul.l „„,| .„,[ ,.,„,ethin^- for me to do f ,r vou here I

I am inrlectly. .vc. ,,,„,, ,;,„^,.^
'

Not ,1 fe-w of tl.c slirevvd ,,„,1 wis,- sav.i, .s i„
Lockc-s philosophy of hic n„:.l„ he ,n„,„i;| ,„
aphorisms: thus, 'It is om- tl„„^ ,o show a in in
lliat he is in error, ,„ui another to put hin, in
possession of, he tnith-,and ' Tis ,n vain to find
^iult with those arts of ,l..,eivin« wherein men
tind ple.iMire to be de.cived.' I.o, ke on quota-
tion deserves to be cued in ., work like the
present

; 'He th.it h,.s but ever so little cv.mined
the Mtations of writers cannot doubt hnw little
•redit the <|uot.>tions deserve where the oriKinals
are wanting

; and ronsequent'v how mu( h less
quotations of qunt.itions ran be relied on '

mn., „„„,, c.s„„,„,.„,„, ,„,,,,.,„ ;. „„„.,„',, i„ „;;;•;,.,,;,';:
'•";'" ""^ L'i'""i': tho m.v,l lr<:„,l,.i,u „r „,,„|„„ „ai„ue, i, ,
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... hi- ..liH..n I.f lh,n„.
,(i»74). Ilr h.m, Hr„w„ s e„ay ' I.,., kr .and Svd.„h,m ,„ hi, „„r,
'

o>.,m., ./(!, s)„„.„ an .irc„u„, „f f,|, frj,„,],i,jp „|,|, ,, ;
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Sir Isaac ^Trwton.
Rroatpst nf the world's physicists, u.is born 2V\\ •

Hecen-.ber 1^4:, .it \V,w,kthorpe m Lincolnshire,
where his father cultivated a small paternal estate :

and from < hildhood he manifested a strony in-
rlination towards mechanical and mathematical
pursuits. H.ivmj; received his early education ,it

the Krainmar-school of Crantham, at the a.ue of
fifteen he was summoned to take rharge of the
farm

;
but, found unsuited for this uncon-enial

occupation, lie was allowed to return to school and
follow the Ixnt of l„s genius. In 1661 he was
admitted a sizar in IVinity College, Cambridge,
l)ecamc a Junior Fellow in 1667, and .M.A. in
I'/'S. In if/.9 he succeeded Harrow as mathe-
inati. al^ professor

; m 1671 he be.amc a Fellow
of the Koyal .So, letv, and communicated to it his
new theory of Light. He served rep:,itcdly m
i'arh.iment as memln-r for the university, was
ai.pomted W.irden 16./, and .Master ' i6./>, of
the Mint during .Montague's reform of the cur-
rency, became President of th< koy,,l Six-iety in

1703, and two years afterwards receiv'ed the honour
of knighlhocHl from Queen .Ann.-. While at the
Mint lie devoted himself entirely to his otilicial

work, refusing testily to be dunned and teased
by foreigners about nialhematical things' so long

i

as he was 'about the King's business.' To tlie

1
unriv.dled genius and sagacitv of .\e».on the

j

world is indebted for many splen,..d .lisi.ncries
i in mathematics and physics, above all of the l.iw,

j

which regulate the movements (,f the solar svsteni.

;

Ihe first step toward, the establishment of the

j

.Newtonian system- his philosophv. as it u,ed to
be called was his discovery of the law of gravi-

I

Latum, winch, as he proved, .affected the v ast
.

orbs that revolve around the sun not less that:

i

Ilie smallest objects on our own globe. It w.is

j

\oliairc who g.ive the apple siorv curien. v i„

I

Its present sliape. His nephew', record w.,s : In

I

the s.ime year [1665], .at his mother, in Limnlii.

I

shire, when niu,ing in a garden it came into Ins
thoughts that the same power of gr.nitv which
made .in apple fall from the tree to the 'ground
was not limited to ., certain disi.m, e.' lie ,aw
ilut there was a r.-nmrkable povve;- or principle
which c.iusc.l all bodies to des, end tow.ards the

I

centre of the earth, and tli.i, tin, unseen power
operated at the -op of the highest mountains
.ind at the bottom of the deepest mines. When
the true cause, the law of gravit.uion, dawned
upon his mind, Newton was so much agitated as
to be unalile to wdrk out the problem. When
he did attempt to explain on this theorv the
lunar and pl.inetary motions, the then erroneous
estimate of the r.adius of the earth ijroduced such
discrepancies that he gave up his calcul.ition for
work in optics and about telescopes

: and it was
not till after he h.id utilised I'lcard', more < orre. t

measure of the earth vi^ro^ that he was able to work
out 111, theory, tin.dly demonstrated by 1684, and for
ever put beyond cavil ^sce p.ige ijyj. 'The whole
material universe.' .Sir David Brewster said, -was
spread out before him : the sun with all his attend-
ing planets, the planets w ith all their -

.telliles, the
comets wheeling in their eccentric orbits, and the
system of the fixed stars stretching to the remotest
limits of «nr>cp ' \V'Uo« p.-i ._.-.... r 1 • •

" ' -" -oiL-.i^ !:r-.;t ucscnco
the shores „f the new world h.» h.ad adventurously
sailed to explore, he attained an unparalleled pitch
of moral and intellectual grande-. So did Milton
when. oW and blind and poor, he h.ad re.dised the
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