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which thfJ ronrcivc had now lasted for that spftce nf
time. Cui as the Divine pntiencc and long siilVering

were manifested towards this people for a niuf h long:
er season, it ii highly pi^bable tJiat this period of
three jrcars may dc«ote, the three difTrxc^it kinds? oif

adroinisiralion, under whi» h tliis people were succe«-
fivc\y placed, Thrir snhjection to the immediate
government of JeiiovaJi. romuioivly termed tJieir Theo-
cracy, was the fir^i of these years, cxtendfng fron^
their deliverance out of f),i,'ypt to the comnoenoement
of the reign of Said, Theii- monarchy may l)c con-
sidered as the second year, l»eginmng with the s "ign
^f Saul, and extending to the d«'par(ure of the sceptre
from Jud.ih at the birth of Christ} aid tlicir subwis^
siou to the galling yoke of the Hornans may be viewed
as the third year, Etretchirigfronj the-depaTturcof the
•ceptre from .TiidaJi to the d< stnictiori of the city and
tcoiipJe of Jerusalem. During all those different pe-
riods, the Lord was gracious and merciful to the
Jews. He preserved them in » national state, and
supplied them with those ordinances of religion
whicfe Itad a tend««5cy to prorBotc their spiritual in-

struction and cdifir.iiion. He gare unto them space
to .'epent of their sins, but they repented not. " Be-
hold," fl^ys he, " i send unto you prophets, and wis(?
men, and scribes : and some of diem ye shall kill and
crucify; and sprae of them shall ye scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute them from city tocify:
that upon you hiay come all the righteous blood shed
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unt(>
the blood of Zacharifis son of Barachiac^ whonj ye
f^Uw l)etw€ea the temple and the alia*.'**

^
In the course of the la^t period, when tbe Messiali

himself was the dresser of the vineyard, the Jews
were still like a bai-ren fig-tree, professing a strict
adherence to the precepts of the Mosaic law, and at-
tending regularly upon the external ordinances of the

* JVIatt. xxjii. 34, 5^, '
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