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Am(mg other delicacies, I must not forget that true

American dish, the pumpkin-pie. Before dessert, two

beautifully embossed gold dishes, containing rose-water,

in which to dip our napkins, were passed round, and then

came ice and an abundance of fruits of all sorts. We
sat a very short time after the ladies had withdrawn.

It was most gratifying to be treated with so nmch
kindness and attention. One gentleman insisted that I

must be rocked in the cradle of Liberty in Fanevul Hall,

and Mrs. Lawrence placed me in an arm-chair in which

Washington had sat when on a visit to her family. It

had a well-rounded back, and an angle in front of tJie

seat.

With INfr. Prescott I had much agreeable conversa-

tion. He told me tliat when at college a boy had thrown

a crust, which struck him in the eye, when lie fell back,

fainting with pain. Tiie sight of one eye was thus de-

stroyed, while the other was so nmch weakened, that he

dares not strain it in any way. For a long time he was

comj>elled to remain in total darkness, to avoid the risk

of losini; his siijht altogether. He accordingly uses the

apparatus invented for the blind,—a stylus, with tracing-

paper, and strings to guide the hand. He is thus able

to sit up at night and write without lighting a candle.

He told me that he made it a practice to think over a

whole chapter before connuitting it to paper. As he has

never practised dictation, he cannot employ an amanu-

ensis ; but before his manuscripts are sent to the i)iinter,

he has them clearly copied, and then corrects them him-

self. I told liiin that we had a relative who was blind.


