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are "not to dqiend upon a standing army nor
yet upon a reserve army," nor upon any efSdent
system of tmiversal training for our young men,
but upon vague and unformulated plans for en-
couragmg volunteer aid for militia service by mak-
ing it "as attractive as possible" I The message
contains such sentences as that the Presidect
"hopes" that "some of the finer passions" of
the American people "are in his own heart";
that "dread of the power of any other nation
we are incapably of"; such sentences as, shall

we "be prepared to defend ourselves against
attack? We have always found means to do
that, and shall find them whenever it is neces-
sary/' and "if asked, are you ready to defend
yourself? we reply, most assuredly, to the utmost."
It is difficult for a serious and patriotic citizen to
understand how the President could have been
willing to make such statements as these. Every
student even of elementary American history
knows that in our last foreign war with a for-

midable opponent, that of i8ia, reliance on the
principles President Wilson now advocates brought
us to the verge of national ruin and of the break-up
of the Union. The President must know that at
that time we had not " ^^und means " even to
defend the capital dty in which he was writing
his message. He ought to know that at the pres-

ent time, thanks largely to his own actions, we


