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Iwm is founded, not on thcii* integrity or benefi-

cence, but iolcly on the aiTcfted evcnncfs of their

dcmeanor, and their conlbnt attention to fupprefs

all fyinptoms of paflion and violence. But it mufl
be confidercd, that hypocrify and fraud are often

not lefs rnifchicvous t,j ihe g.'ncral intereflfi of man-
"kiiid, than impetuofity and vehemence of temper :

Since thefc, though ufually liable to the imputa-

tion of imprudence, do not exckice fincerity, be-

nevolence, refolution, nor many other laudable

qualities. And perhaps, if this matter was exa-

mined to the bottom, it would appear, that the

calm and patient turn of the Chincfe^ on which they

fo much value themfclvcs, and which diftingiiifhes

the Nation from all others, is in reality the fourre

of the moft exceptionable part of their chara-iler -,

for it h?s been often obferved by thofe who have

attended to the nature of mankind, that it is (\\?n-

cult to curb the more rol)uft and violent paffions,

without augmenting, at the fame time, the force

of the ftUifli ones : So that the timidity, dilTimu-

lation, and diflionefty of the Cfyinefe, may, in fome

fort, be owing to the compofure, and external de-

cency, fo univerfally prevailing in that Empire.

Thus much for the general difpofition of the peo-

ple : But I cannot difmifs this fubjeft, without add-

ing a few words about the Chinefe Government, that

too having been the fubjecl: of boundlcfs panegyric.

And on this he.id I mull obfcrve, that ihe far'our-

able accounts often given of their prudent regula-

tions for the adminiftration of their domeftic affairs,

are fufficiently confuted by tncir tranfa6lions with

Mr. ylnfoTi : I'or we have fcen that their Magidrates

are corrupt, their ptople thievilh, and their tribu-

nals 'ratty and venal. Nor is tlie conllitution of

the
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