
ir:

I i

.*

C 6 ]

fellow citizens, ought to fupport that Intcreft,

and to guard it.

That the charge brought againft us, of wifhing

to overthrow the national church, is a wicked

mifreprcfentation, and an unmanly device for ex-

citing thepaffions of our countrymen againft us.

Or, That thofe who have hitherto been aflive

friends to our applications, merit our confidence,

our gratitude, and our fupport.

This is the fubftance of what you now will be

fnoved to refolve ; and to fay much in favour of

fuch fcntimcnts to you, gentlemen, would be

wafting your time unprofitably, and would be be-

traying a moft unwarrantable diftruft of the free-

dom and liberality ofyour opinions.

In declaring thefe fcntimcnts, which I hope

will become yours, (if fimilar thoughts come not

in a better form before you from fome other

quarter), it has been intended to exprefs them

plaiiily, manlily and difcreelly. The two former

qualities, thofe of perfpicuity and fpirit may pre-

vent them from difhonouring the reafonabienefs

and juftice of our claims: the latter, tiiat of dif-

cretion, it is hoped will render them palatable even

to the moft timid and cautious of our friends. In

order to remove, as far as it could be, the poflibi-

lity
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