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It was nbt 'till after the matter of my com-

munication was cxhaufted, that the Secretary

of State drew from his pocket an order, that I

(hould prepare myfelf for an enquiry : at which

I exprefled my fuUeft fatisfa6^ion, till he follow-

ed the order with the information of the eti»

quette I before mentioned, that I was not to ap-

pear at Court.

Having pitched upon this expedient for no
other end than to exclude me firom the prefence

ofmy Sovereign, h© could hardly be in pain

about the event. If the General Officers ap-

pointed for a Board of Enquiry, (hould co-

mcide with the notion that my parole was of

fuch a nature as to bar their proceedings, this

would put off my accefs to the King to a very

long day : but if the General Officers fhould

not enter into theie ideas, he had a refource

left. He could not be unapprized, that fuch

a court was held by high authorities in the kw
to be illegal ; and if I was not to fee the King
until, an illegal or quelVionable court (hould

make a Valid report, 1 was never likely to en-

joy that honour. Either way I was not to

have the benefit ofan Enquiry ; but he was to

have the advantage of the pretence of one, in

order to (hut the door of St. James's againft

me. This has been made apparent beyond all

poffibility of doubt, by ^very part of his fub-

iequent conduft : but at th^t time, though I

fiw a difgrace was intei-Jed me, I was not
able to cftimate the full extent of it,

C • Thus


