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One liorso was soveroly bunil, Init no utlier tlamugo
occuimhI.

Aft'.T striking,' llio AIIkiIiuhi"!, rivci', wo ibllowod

its riglit liaiik iinlil avi'iviir-j./iipijsito Jayjior House.
AV'o woi'o now I'uiily in Ukj ltofk3' ]\Iountaiiis, and
liiyh Up a niouiilain f-ido, whither thu liail kd ii.<,

wo hud ono of tho most inaji;nilic(:nt vi(;ws it wa-"

ever our I'ortuuo lo Lchold. llundn'ds of ibct

liolow nishi.d tlio torrent of tlio Alhaliaiua, now
swollen to if.'i lieight, bearin,!;' ahnig great pino-trces

like straws in tlio powerful euricnt ; around us, on
c jry side, liugo .snow-eajiped niounlain.s tov/orod

up, Avilh stranp) I'auta.slio peaks; in tho vuUoy
Ijenealh, tlio litilo while l.udding, surrounded by
a porfeit garden of wild llowers of tho most bril-

liant and \i;rii-d coloars, cilgod along tho mouniain
slopes by the brightest, green, (.'ros^ing iho A.lha-

basea by rail, v,o now followed tho iMyette, wiiieli

stream we wrro compelled to Iraverso no less than
six times. Swollen like tho Athal;a';:-a, tho water.s

] aged and boiled round ilie great roiks and botilder.-i

which beset its bed, and rusln.'d over the .'.liouiderii

of the horsi'S' as they stenuned tlio current ; several

of tliem lost their looting, anil were borno lar away
down tlio stieam. !Mr. U'JJ , having narrowly
escaped ili>a.-tcr on two previous occasions ouco
wlien on horseback, auil a,^iiin when lording on
foot, hero crossed triumphanily, laiMing on with
bolli hands tu tiie ih.wing tail of tho doctor's horse.

J.caving till! Myette, wo e.iiae upon several small
s! reams running to tho west, and thus learm d that
^'.;• had uiiconMiously jiassrd tho hei;;!it of land,

anil shoiily aitm' .struck tlie Leaser, a little above
its expansion into iloose La'.o. Our couiso now
lay along tho right bank of this river, and tho
liaveliing at this point becauu) CNceedingly diliicult

aiid hara:-.-ii:g. 'iho river and la!ce h:id ovirilowi d
their banks up iotlu a'.Mos! perjicndictdar mountain-
sidfs of the v;!lli,-y. Tiie trad was entirely under
wal';-r, and for more than two (hiy.s wo v.'cre almost
constantly wading, the horses being goueraliy uji

to th' ir girths, or i!oating about in dcp Aval.r, to

file great damage of lloiU' and iiemmican. At times
iiccuiaidations of driftW(jod barred tho passage
along tho shore, and we v.ero comi)elIed to scale tho
]iiountain-side ; many of tho hoise.s .slijiped and
rolled down into the water, when wo liad to uajiai k
them find cairyuj; iheir loads ourselves, to enable
them to ve-ascci:il. Two of the animals strayed
over the bank into t'lo .sircam, and were ,swej)t

aw.iy in a moment. Une Y>'as rescued by the intre-

jiedity of "The A--s;nibiiiii(>,''ilic oiherlo.-;, and with
jiiin all our lia, salt, and tobacco, (jur i..-;;ruments,

sjiaro clotlas, and ammunition, except v, hat we had
on our ]H.'isons at tho tine. "Wo reached Teio
Jaune's Caclie, on the west side of tlio iiKHinluins,

on tho ' nil of July; but, although mo had crossed

the main ridge, v.\) were still surrouralcd by snow-
clad mountains, whicli stretched avvuy as far as the
eyo could reach in every direction. At this place

wo I'ouial two families of t^'houshwap Indians; they,

liowever, ccadd give mj litilo information about the

country to the south or west, and were unable to

furnish us with a guide. "W'o now crossed the
h'raser, and shuck almost duo south, following the
emigrants' trail of the ])receding summer. At the

jia^sage of the (..'anoo liiver, one of tho tributaries

(if the Columbia, our ral't was carrird by the rajiid

current uiuh r a larg'e pine which grew horizontally

out of the baidi, and uU- lyoveihung the wa'^ r,

in Vihieh ils lower branches were submerged. Tho
raft was sucked under water, and its occupautd

brushed olf like Hies; but, forLunalely, no lives worn
lost. Tlu) provisional Were, however, considerably

damaged by the water, and a portion of tho bnggagu
swe[it away.

Ill six days afier lea\ing Tho Cache we came to

the junction of tho tv.'o main brandies of tho North
Thompson. Tho trail now led up to tho north-wost

branch in tho direction of Cariboo, but (luickly

camo to an end. Tho emigrants had been compelled

to abandon tho attempt to cut their way through to

tho Cariboo district; and we afterwards iliscovercd

their track following the main river to tho south.

This wo jiursned for two days, when it also capo
abrnjillyto an end in two largo camps, in which

; were strev,-n pack-saddhs and harness; and near at

: liand great liees cut down, v>itli lieajis of cliips and
splinters. Wo searched in every direction, but

I

could ilnd no track forward,

TliO truth, serious enough, was nov.' forced upon
us, tiiat the emigrants, dos[iairing of cutiing tlieir

j
way through forests so dcnso and encumbeiud, Li.d

; made large rafl.j, and thus descended tlio river to

i

.Kandoops. Tor us to iblicjv,' their exani[ilo seemed
lo bo inijio-.-iible. To make a proper rail, with our
weakened forces and ono small axe, would have
occupied many days. Y/e coidd not abandon (Uir

horses, which would probal'lj' be our only resource

i'or fouil, fur our provisions wero now reduced to

three days' rations. Is'or wero wo competent to

nianage tliat most unmauaginible of all transports, a
large raft, on a river full of rocks and rapids, like

the Thompson. "We tliereforo decided to cut our
way thnnigh tho forest.

No ono who has not seen a primeval forest, whoro
trees of gig:intie s'v/.o have grown and falieii undis-
tnrbi (I for tiges, can form any idea of the collection

of limber, or the imju'iielrablo character of such a
region. The fallen trunks—greort, or dead, and in

eveiy stage of deciiy—lay pih.'d around, lV(,'ipient!y

i'orming barriers of tJx or seven feet high on every
side. The giound in many parts was covered witli

a thick growth of .Vmerican dogwood and aralea
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the latter, a tongh-stemnied trailer, often growing
as high as the bhinildei's, and covered on the stem
and leaves with slmrp spines, which pierc(;d throngh
our clothes, and made tho hands and h'gs of tho
pioneers scarlet with myriads of punctures. Tho
horsc.s met v.'itli continual disasters—nariiig in
bogs, falling over rocks, or getting hel[ili s^dy

enlangh d amongst tho i'allen timber. Wo reduced
our meals to two a-d;iy, and those of the scantiest,

eked out oceasicuially with partridges, skunks,
squirrels, and marlens. ].)ay after day pa.-sed on,

and there was no ajiiiearauce of mm-o open country,
or any sign that man had over boforo visited lii;s

dismal region. The obstructions continuid as

great as ever, and wo had to keep chopping almost
inces:antly from morning till night, the woman
taking her turn amongst tho rest. On several
occasions working hard all day, and not even rest-

ing at noon, we did not advance a single mile. Wo
made an attempt to escape out of the narrow Valh>y
in which we wero conlined ; but tho mountain-
sides \\ero too steep, and the horses rolled down
ono after the other. On tho 7lh of August our
piovisions camo entirely to an end ; and en tlio Oik
v,e killed one of tho luu'ses, and dried tho meat.
;\Mhoug'i wo used the striclest cconemv, this


