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the world in whiol» such aro likely to ba found, to farailiarizso himself with the
results of similar experiments elaewhere, and to publish the information ' so obtained
trith that resulting from his own dxperiments, for the guidance of farmers and
others in the North-West, Should two or moj-e stations be decided upon, it would
jsrobably be found most convenient for the soiontifio Huporintendent to have that in
the Red Eiver valley under his immediate supervision. This station might be made
the principal one for the reception and disti'ibulion of plants and seeds to those
fiffther west. The wostorn stations miaht be placed in charge of intelligent
practical farmers, and occasional visits of inspection mrtde to them.

In conclusion, I may be allowed to refer to the recommendations as to tree-
planting in the North-West contained in my report on the geology and resources
of the 49th Parallel, published in connection with the Boundary Commission ezDedi<
tion of 1873-74.
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G. M. DAWSON."

Summary,.

Since cheap railway and water conveyance of agricultural products from dis-

tant countries is rapidly changing the economical conditions of successful agriculture

in many parts of the world, it is of the utmost importance that all those who are

interested in the cultivation of the soil in Canada should endeavour to remedy all

that is fkulty in practice, or wasteful in effect, and to introduce new methods and

new products, as far as they are likely to bo profitable, and thus increase the

chances of our being able to retain the position wo have ac(][uirod as producers and

exporters of farm pi-oduce. A relatively small proportion of tbo land, even in our

most advanced Provinoes, is under the 6<;sK of culture, while self-interest and the

oircnmstances of our position demand that we should make the bent of everything we

possess. Liebig has well said that " the prosperity of any natioo depends much on

the condition of its agriculture," and to produce the best re»ultH, practical skill most

be associated with suitable information. Canada has a climate in many respects

favourable, and a soil in many districts unsurpassCHl in fertility, advantages, which if

properly utilized, will enable her to continue to furnish from hor surplus for the

millions in Europe food products of prime quality. To aid in thin good work every

effort should be put forth, both by the Dominion and Provincial authorities, to place

within reach of willing hands all needed information, and also supplies of such

eoonomic products as will be likely to add to the profit and attractiveness of agricul-

tural pursuits.

FORESTEr,

There should be a competent forester inoLar{;e of this dopartment, one who

thoroughly understands what is needed and under whoso direoti in nil work onnected

with the forest industries of the Dominion should bo carried on. Such would include

experiments in reolothing denuded land, testing the comparative value of oar native

trees, also of those from all other parte of the world where similarity of climate or

other oironmstanoes render it probable that they will prove uaofiil. It would also

iDolade the propagation of troes of economic value for general di>)tnbution.


