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AN EPISTLE IN CRITICISM,

C. ^fly about the true formula of the Keltic genius and the
causes of the failure of the Canadian Kelt in poetry.

Addressed to Peter MacLaken MacDonald, a
veritable poet, in whose verse appears the

ancient Gael's imaginative vision of

spiritual reality and of enchant-

ment in familiar things.

Mv Dear MacDonald:
The Sonnets, Lyrics and Essay in this little volume-

Snadt
^'*'"—^PP««d originally in American and

Canadian magazmes and journals. They are here republished
for three reaso.ns. Through an aspect of their content as a

define ,r"? f'"'''''' " P""^''>'= °f "•^"'y "iticism, t,

to nnV
?™"''~"°' Arnoldian^f the Keltic genius, and

In rurti^or"" -"' ^^"^ '-'- '- - ^-^-^^

My own Verses I have purposely named " Preludes "-

th^Zr'T '° " '"'"" '""""y- '^"h "-em now. as in
this httle volume, neatly packed, boxed,-and out of the way

entTncinrt""
'° ""f'<= -< P"fect a larger and moreaitrancng Song, the theme of which centres about "the

turftmiticr "'-^"i;^
"«''" No' in any other litera!

ture Semitic, Grec.an, Roman, Teutonic, are there such en-thralhng tales of heroic love and adventure as in these
m.m.table sagas of the ancient Kelts. There is no other

ril^r
ayoch that approaches in simplicity and dignity,

Z^ 7 t
"*""'' '" P""'" ^"'i spiritual exaltation thestory of the great-souled Naoise and matchless Deirdire

daughter of Colum the Harper,-" the fair-skinned Dear
thula, as the chroniclers call her, "whose locks were more


