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Tt was the rea£lion of virtuous principles warring

againfl a degrading habit, which had prevailed ever

his good Jifpofitions, at a time v\rhen he was not

under t!ie eye of p:ircnt.il rcftramt. The grief,

the agitation ot contending pafTinns and the finn

determination never an::ain to deviate from the true

path, «Mfc»-too much for hi^^ p'-iyfical powers to fuftain.

The conflid threw him into a decline, life ebbed flow-

ly away, but virtue continued to triumph. It was this

vicflory over temptation, which had been accuftomed

to prevail, though purchafed with his life, that renderel

his death fo bitter to his afFe(ftionare father, his forrovf

was the more deep and heartfelt, as it mud be conce^.i-

cd from a cenforious and unfeeling world. From this

fevere blow, he might have returned to the world, and

While he lamented thelofs of afon, w lo difplayed ia

his laft moments a firmnels of foul capable of raifing

his character to the higheft rank in human excel-

cellence, he had flill many children of the fairell pro-

mife.

But, alas, his firft born was at that very time, flowly

finking under a decline, with little or no hopes of a re-

covery. I am fure I may, with confidence, appeal to

all who knew this amiable young man, whether they

ever faw one fo univerfally beloved ; the moft affedlion-

ate of fons, the kindeft of brothers,joining to theftrid-

eft moral and religigus piinciples, a heart expanding

to


