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(if sliarpnos^, almost of liitti'irioss and .sroin. All tho thirty

slttvo-diivin;^ hhj, brains into wliicli All.m had boon hammorin;^

his idoas and iui.nnni'nt.s wcn^ work'".; for all they were worth.

Thi-i proposal of Allan's was, indt .i, no ovoryday affair. It

np»'d«>d and dcsorvcd consideration. It was no question of a

couple of niillioii of liii^liels of wlioat or bales of woni, mo

mere matter of a few thoiis.uid sliaies in a diamond mine.

\ f;roat deal nioie was here at stake. For some of tlie!ii this

projoot of Allan's meant a bic; pile of ^old without much risk,

for others a j^ood tleal of risk was involved. I'ut thoy li.'d

to reflect upon the (piestion of prestige. For they could not

1 'ave Llovd out of account Ijloyd the all-powerful who
stalked thnniL'h the world, creating,' and destroying. Lloyd

knew what h'- was al)out and this fellow .Mian was evidently

goim? aheail. DuriiiL; the last few weeks there had l)t>en

bii,' tran.sactions on Wall Street in Montanas anil in industrial

securities. Now they knew that liloyd had been at the back

of all this, while putting' forward some of his men of straw. It

was manifest that this iJoyd, who was sittin-^ (|uietly in his

conntin'j; house sniolciii'-' his ciitars, had hei'ii uidoadinjj; for weeks

past spo(^iallv for this occasion. He was always in first, had

always pe^'u'(Ml out the best claims before the rush came, liut

in this case it was not too late to set nearly even with him.

Thev had onlv to 'j<-t their cables off to all parts of tlie wf)rld

that evetiinij; after the conference. To-morrow mornin'.,' tliey

nii^ht all be too late.

Yes, they had to think of presti'^e.

Some of them sought to solve the problem for them'^olves

bv subjecting .Mian's personality to a microscopic analysis.

While they had been listening to his address and notim; all he

had to say about the construction of tlie Tunnel and the

technical difliciiltie-; involved therein, they liad scrutinized

him from his patent bather shoes upwards, his snow-white

flannel trousers, his belt, his shirt, his collar and liis tie. to

his massive brow, and the lari^e crown of his head well covered

with copper-red hair. The man's face, all wot with pcrsjnra-

tiou, iili^toned like bronze, but in spite of his hour's talkiii'jf it

showed no sit,m of fati:j;ue. On the contrary, it was full of

vigour and alertness. His eyes looked out boldly, as hard


