
Iinii a Guccessor iii business ta be
proud of, denied hirn no pleasure
tlîat lie chose ta set biis lieart upon,
thouglihe sometirnes feared wvbere-
ta tlîiý thing would grow. It ias
soon ta grow in a way amibitiaus
Pietro littie drearned of.

J ust as Francis wvas appraaclîing
bis twventy-fiftb year lie wvas v'isited
b)v a severe illness of long con-
tinuance. The fires of pain playcd
about hlim wvith vebienieut heat.
XXlieii lie recavered lie wvas greatly
changed. Ris taste for the aid
manner af lufe wvas ga-ne. For a
fewv montlhs he wvas attracted ta the
career of a saldier and resolved ta
<levote bimself ta a lufe of chîivalrv.
He joined the army af Walter of
B3rienne, the champion af the Pope.
but sickness intervened again and
lie was compcllcd ta return home.

The Spirit of God was; naw work-
ing on his heart very igh-ltily.
Amiongy ather iînprcssivc cxperi-
ences lie %vas the subjeet of a vision
in wvhichi lie seenicd ta stand iii a
richly decorated rarn filled withi
wvcapons. On the wvalls were manv,
shields, ecdi adarncd wvitI the signi
af the cross. Before hirn wvas a
"lady af dazzling bcautv, attired
as a' bride." In his car a voice
spake, " Tlese are for thee and for
tliv kiglits." The rneaning af tic
vision iras not imcediately nla(le
clear ta Iiiîn, but lie learned later
ta interpret it as a call ta spiritual
service. The soul - enrapturing
bride iras Poverty, whorn lie ac-
ceptcd as bis own.

After bis return ta Assisi bis
inner af lufe ias mudli graver

than formieriiv, tiaugli lie did lnot
cntirely discard bis ahi pleasures.
Tt iras not long before is cami-
panions made a fcast in bis hionaur,
aver which lie presidcd. Eatir'g
aiid drinkhino' over, tie party ser-
enadcd the t D-wn. Sorne af- theni
werc drt'nk. Ail -%ere hilariaus.
Francis was troublcd. Suddenlv
lie stapped in the imiddle ai the
street abstracted framn ail! is sur~-

rounidings. Ris companians rallied
him, but lic iras spceclîless and
miotionless. At lengthi anc of thieni
cried, " Ah, 1l know -what is the
niattér. H-e is lu love. Hie is
tliniking af a bride." " Ycs" said
Francis, " thon art right. i. amn
thinking af a bride, but a nobler
and mare beautiful bride than thon
hast ivit ta imagine." He iras
thinking of that vision of Paverty
lie hiad seen at SDoleta, and the
lufe af seif-denial ta which the
vaice af the Sp)irit seemed incess-
antly ta lie calling Iiim.

But it is anc thing ta perceive
the bcautv of a lufe ai hioly self-
denying service and another tliing
ta choose it. Francis ivas cam-
pelled ta ivrestie agonizingly be-
fore lie obtained the full consent af
bis awvn wilI ta make the great sur-
render. Hie sougit, frequent re-
tirement. Oîie favourite place ai
resart was a cave iii the ne.,,ighbour-
in- bis îvbcre lie often wrestled in
prayer and self-conflict until hie
iras on the verge ai physical ex-
haustion. One day as hie rode
alang lie cncauntered a leper xvha
rcached out bis baud for airus.
Lepers seem ta hiave been as coin-
mon lu Italy during tlic Middle
Ages as tbey ivere in Palestine in
the days of aur Lord. Francis liad
an unspeakable repugnance ta
tbemn. Thiat natural aversion as-
scrted itself now and bis impulse
was ta turu back, îvhen suddenlv
lie checkcd himiscli. He hiad been
praying for self-conquest and here
was a cali ta crucify self. Hie
aligfitcd from bis horse, kissed tbe
outstretclicd hand, filled it witiî
nîoney and ivent bis way.

In after years lie iras '%ront ta
eicr ta that act as a decisive anc

lu bis spiritual experience. Hie ac-
counted it the point of bis con-
version. There wvas au elertient
ai fanaxicismn lu it no daul)t, but it
satisfied tic pleading lu bis con-
Frience for iimrc-crved subm-ission
af liiimself and ail bis prejudices ta
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