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tent been nominal,  Qats are freer in sale, but
have been too plentiful to allow of any advance
ia prices. Now batley is now on the market,
and from this forward quatations will bo more
casily 1eachied.  In provisions the busineas done
bas been considerablc, and aliows an increase on
the provious waek, Butter has now veached &
moderatcly healthy stato, and the last eviden-
ces of the apring aud suwmmer glut have disap-
peaved. Meots of every kind have sold with
modeiato freedo.n, and in some lines there has
been considerable activity.

WIIRAT,

Very few sales are reported, ani only nomi-
ual quotations can be given. No. 2 spring was
held at 86¢, and No. 2 fall at 84c to 85¢, but
with no buyers at these fizures,  Other grades
were not offeved.

0ATS.

Buyers have had no difliculty in securing all
they wanted at slightly reduced prices.  Sales
of car lots are reportad from 33 to 3dc.

BARLEY.

Prices arc nomioal as yot for most grades.
No. 1 was wanted last week at 63 to 66¢, while
No. 2soid at 62c. No other grades chauged
hands £o far as known,

RYK,

There have beeu no off:rirgs during the weak
and po quotations heard of as yet.

PEAS,

No sales of carlols repovted as yet. A few
loads on the street have sold at 61 to 62¢.

POTATOES.

Not much doing except insmall jots. Car
lots were offered at 42¢ but only 40 was hid.

EGQS.

A good steady demand has kept up, and all
offered bave sold at 12 to 124¢c.

BUTTLR.

‘There has been juite an active feeling all
week, and all offerings of choice and good
medium bave been freely taken.  Low grades
too seem to have been pretty well cleared out,
30 that a good healthy feeling is expeeted dur-
ing fall and winter. ~ Choice lots aold at 14 to
15¢, medium from § to llc, while some very
poor lots sold ss low a3 4c.

CIIEESK,

A fair demand has existed for good qualities
at 8 to 84c. Lower grades sold from 7 to 74c.
PURK.

Scarcely any business doing and prices nomi-
nal at $13.

BACON..

Sales have been rather siow, although 2 few
car Jots have changed hauds. Ca: lots of long
clear sold at Gic, and small lots at 63 to Gic.
Cumberland in smail lots sold 6 to 63,  Rolls
were scarce and not quoted.

HAMS,

The demaad has held moderately steady and
prices pretty firm.  Round lots of smoked sold
at 113c and smalllots 2t 12c. Green werein
s00d demaud at 10%c in small ots,

LARD,

Very little demand existing, Tionets and
pails sold at 9 to 9jc. Tierces were offercd at
Se.

APDPLES,

Prices have held steady and firm. Medium
sold at $1 to $1.50, aud choice cookivg qualitics
at $1.75to §2.

POULTRY.

The supply has been light and offerings have
boen frecly tiken. Spring .chickens sold at 40
to 85c a pair; fowl], 50 to 70c; ducks, GO to 80c;
turkeys about 12§ca pound,

Commercial Summary.

The general busincss situation, as reported
by wire to Bradstreel’s, continues quite as
favorable ag veported last week., The activity
is main'y confincd, as hevetofove noted, to print
cloths, bicached cottons, wool and hoots aund
shoes, hat the feature of the week is found in
the improvement noted in castern markets,
Notwithstanding the veported gain in this line

at tne south and west, mannfacturers aml deal

crs cast of the Alleghanies had failed to veport
a hike gain,  Within the past week theimprove.
ment has become more general.  ‘The inquiry
for pig ivon has increased, and one sale at Mew
York is ncted of 7,000 tons of forge at $135, for
which $14.50 had heea offered.  Whi'e none in
the trade admits the liklikood of a boom, all
appear satificd that there is a better business
i sight. Dealers in Seotch pig bave advanced
prices 50c. per ton, and oiders have been cabled
in some instances for shipment to this port.
Steel rails for mocerate sized lots may be hud
at 828 to £28.50, waile smmaller quantities com-
mand $29. No large orders ex*ending in deliv-
ery beyond Jaauary 1st will be taken at these
figures, One small tot for prompt delivery has
heen sold during the week at £32, furnace de-
livery, These are very encouraging features.
Scoteh pig at Glasgow is 9d to 1s. higher, with
some speculative buying, The movement of
wool at all sca-hoard markets has been Jiberal,
Prices are firm and gradually advancing. The
six weeks'’ gain is suatained, and production is
in excess of that at the like period last year
‘The movement of dry goods from agents’ and
jobbers' hands at the cast has been free, and
previous advances arve fully sustained.  Awgust
sales of dry goods at Boston are hcavier than
those in that month of 1884. The movement
of general merchandise, affected as it is in the
lines noted, is regarded as scasonably active
The lack of specia’ative activity in the cotton
maiket, lower Liverpool quotations, and an
uneapectedlv favorable report on the condition
of the growing cotton crop by the National
sxchange, are all responsible for the decline in
spots and futures. Wheat-growers west #nd
northwest are holding back thejr g.ain, and the
result in some regions will ke to unfavorably
affect general trade.  The price of wheat con-
tinues to disregard the short crop and the prob-
abilities of heavy demands for surpius grain by
forcign bayers. A special to Hradstreet’s ve.
ports serions dawage to the crops in Minnasota
wnd Dakotz form frosis. Grocery staples are
quict, with the exception of sugar, which shows
an improved consumptive demand.  Dairy pro-
ductsare higher, with an indifferent demand.
Petroleum presenta no new features beyond
some slight speculative activity, Provisions
have been lower and in only nominal request.
Toere wore 169 failures in the United States
during tic past weck, ac comparcd with 146
the preceding week, and with 17§, 142aad 121
respectively in the corresponding wecks of 18-
§4, 1883 and 1882, About $¢ per cent. were
thoso of small traders whose capitel was less
than 45,000, Cavada bad 17, & degrease of 9
- - Bradstreet’s,

The State of Trade,

There is a general concurrence in this  that
trade is mending.  ‘The sickening story of de-
pression and overwhicliming lassitudo has given
way to the cheerful tuno of inerry meschants
who are singing a new song—bettor prices,
better movement of goads, better feeling. The
closeness in colloctions has not been entiroly
removed, but the conditions for payment have
heen improved, and with the warketing of oats
and wheat the percapita of monev is steadily
increasing. Oune of thy most encouraging
feutures of the business is the improved outlodk
in iron. Allof the Indionspolis works are talk-
ing of the good times coming. One or two
cstablishments ace increasing their capacity
Jargely. Others arve prepaving to begin opera-
tions full handed, and aull of them are receiving
numerons orders.

The great strength of tire sugar narket and
the continued scarcity are the features iu
groceries, Canued gouds ave exeiting much
atteution, Peaches lead the way. ‘The pack.
ing of new goods has fairly opened. Buyars
everywhere ave taking hold with unexpected
freedom. Values nave uot as yet been matevi-
ally affected. - - Indianapolis Grocer. :

Bankraptcies and Their Causes.

The causes of failuie in business are in the
mainjthe samethe world over, Ignorance, care-
essnesy, and eatravagance are ugly words, but
they are at the root of many of the disasters we
scc amoug shopkeepers. A mao begins ae a
merchang without suflicient Ynowledge of mer-
chandise or hook-keeping—here is ignorance.
A man or woman who has undutaken the rc-
sponsibilitics of a dealer buying on credit neg-
lects the business, forgetting what depends
upon it- that is carclessness. A man whose
business yields him $2,600a year, aud who has
no othee income, lves at the rate af §3,000—
that is extravagance, ‘That a shrinkage In the
volune of busiaess or traffic does not neces.
rarily cause a great increase of wevcantile fail-
ures would seein to he proved by the remark-
able fact that the namber of bankiupteies in
the United Kingdon' of Great Britain and Ive-
land was smaller last yeor than it was in 1883,
although the aggregate of business in nearly all
dircctions wa3 less.  This very fact speaks
volumes in favor of the cflicacy of <conomny in
storc-keeping, for storckeepers have been sail-
ing close to the wind last yeor if they cver did.

"The veport of the Inspector-General in Bank-
ruptey for the year 1884 shows that the nwwe-
b ber of bankreptey cases in Great Britainin 18-
§4 was 4,179 against §,555 in 1883, and tiat
last y2ar's was lowest for the past 10 years,
* Although the decreaze was so large, in .the’
numucr of cases there was an inercase in their,
inportance, the cases in 1883 averaging a total
liahility of £3,480 per cases while 3,260 cases
in the first year of the new Act showed an
average of £3,082 gev case; in the samme way
tlc assets undet the old Act averaged £700 per
caic against £926 under the new, From theae,
figuics it appeared that there wasa great dim.
inution in the number of insolvencies wound up
undes the provisions of the Bankryptcy Law;

and that the average sizo of the catate islarger.”



