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AMERICAN COMPETITION.
Publicity is bciiîg given to wvhat ks claimcd

ta be the opinion of a prominent lumbermian ta
the effect that the ultimate resuit of the Ontario
sawv-log legisiation wvill be the capture af the
Canndian luniber trade by American lumber-
men and the crowding out of Canadians. On
what ground the opinion ks based ks not statcd,
but we presuime that the alarm has been caused
by the number of large miills that are moving
from Michigan ta Canada. Canadiats lumber-
men, however, are not ltt ai concerned ]est
their business should be ruinied by competition
from the Americans.

The removal of the Michigan mills ta Canada
îs just the result that vvas hoped for wvhen the
Ontario lawv was passed. The Govcrnilcnt
simiply said : I If you wish aur timber you
miust cstablisb your manufacturi ng industries
in this country and cantribute ta aur ~efr2
It natters littie whether the timiber ks manu-
factured by native-boirn Canadians or Amien-
cans now doing business in Catnada, so long
as the c.luntry derives benefit from its mnanui-
facture. The palicy af the catintry is sufficiently
cosmopolitan ta welcamie any persan whos is
prep3ared ta assist in the devclopmcnt afi hs
nattîral resaurces. WVhcrc the Amiericans estab-
lish saw mills thriving settiements tvill no doubt:
gratv up, as is the custamn. The transfer ta
Canada cf iindustrecq canductcd hv suich vcelI-
known capitalists zs Arthur Ilitt, lEdmund 1li
and the E ddys, is a source of gratifi- :n
rather thasi af regret.

XVe think the tinanimotis sentiment of Cana-
dian Isîmbermien is expressed in the statemient
that they do nat féar disastrous competition
from Michligan lumbermen wvha niay locate ini
Canada. Ini business capacify atir lumbernien
are the equal af those of thte Unitedl States;, and
in cquipment: aur iiiillk da îlot take a second

pîlace. I'erliaps thec agitation for u import
duty an tunber lias cre.ttcd a wvrong impression
ini the mmiid of the puîblic. Wlîat Catndian
luinibernien ask for is îlot protection, but cquîtl
riglîts, ini thec taxing of lumiber brought into
Cantada ta, thse sain, extent as lutîîber shipped
ta the United States.

*rite effleet af the increcascd production ini
Ontario tiii siot be to dcmorali.c the Canadiali
trade. it slîouid be reniertbured timat tuec out-
puît ol thme Michiganî iiliN ocated ini Ontario
%vili tiot be grecatcr tlmn tvlien tihe milhs wvcre ini
operatios in M cigî,cnnsequentiy the total
outptut of luniher ivili flot be iîîcrcased. The
con.suniption by the Catiadian market repre-
sents but a sniill portion oif tlhe outputt, anîd a
large percentagc wvili continue ta be markcted
ini the E asternî States nd foreigti cotintries.
No doubt the 'Michilgan concerns% will capture a
certain portion orf the westernl Olntitrio trade,
but at tnost thfis iis not a seriaus% mater.

l'ie argument ilhat Anicricans aire crowding
out tie Catii;diitn- luinibernien wvould secni ta bc
vtelI .tn.%%vred b> referring to thc sales oif tim-
ber limiits,. During the la. fit e years tihe
Got-ernmcneit lis lit.Id two important sales. At
the anc in 1899, 360 square miles ivcre disposed
of, af wvlicls oui>- nine miles tvcre sccurcd by,
Michigain lumbermien, and this wvab by a con-
cern that lîad been operating in Canada for
several years. At the sale licld last month 3j62
square miles wcre purchased by Catiadians anîd
.37 miles by Michsigan parties. At batht of these
sales a large represenltatian of Michigan lumber-
nien tvas present.

WOOD SPECIALTIES.
The appartunities that exist ini this country

for the mantifacture of tvood speciaities have
been taktii advantage af otily ta a linlited ex-
tetît. It is strangre tisat nmore maoney has flot
been invcsted in this branch of industry, as it
affers prospects of excelltnt retuirtis. Thrauigh-
out Northerti Ontario tiiere is to be found an
ahundance af whlite birchi spcciaily adapted for
the matiufacture of articles suich as tack bar-
rels, spitîdles, egg cups, pilI boxes and similar
goodq. Tiiere ara districts whcrc as much as
3,000,000 feet af white bircli can be sccured
%vitmiî a radius af five miles, and there is little
difficuity iln finding a suitable wtater-powcr by
%vlicili icans wotild be provided of operating
the plant lit the smnallest possible cost. We
mentian bircli inî particular because it is w*ell
:tdaptcd for turning purposes and is uiot ini as
great deniand as lumber. Large quantities of
other liardwoods, liowever, may be obtained.

Ini the mnuisfacture af tlîese snîall articles
there is practicaiiy no tvaste timber, and a
sniall quantiîy of lags tvili furnish the raw nia-
terial for a large output. We uîiderstand
tliere is a large market ini Canada for sucli
articles. The users have in the past becît
conmpelled ta imipart tlîeir supply, but if indus-
tries tverc estabiislicd in Canada tlîey could
daubtless campete witli the fotreign article and
vvould lie given the preference. Taking thec
prices now ruling, tifere tvouid be a satisfactary
inargin ai profit.

P'icture-backiîig is atiother brancli that miglît
profitahly engage flhe attention ai more oi aur
iia-iitifatctuirers. Tiiere is a large dcniand on

bathi local anid export aci .111t. %%P
forswed that tie, Diîight L-. lier Company, e

manutfsacctuire tof picture-b.t.. îg, kceping sl.
erainiacine constuît '%orking on .

trade.
The manufacture of ec.c. w~r has bee

vestigated by one or two (L..tdi.in finas .
wcre cvidcntly liot satisfied iti the prosîpa
The home dcmnîud ks 'iat Id ,and the e,
stor trade af Greait l3ritain m)at tigîîly*in t
hainds of the Germntis thaï . .%iî:tcla, are li
likcly tai secure ni busit t " except they CX
offer very law prices, a:1. heavy cai
chiarges are against this.

It ks desirable that the' liatuwvoods of Caà
should be mnufacturcd wiulait the counîyru
the grcatest possible extent, and %ve b&
therc are apportunities for ilivestnient whiï
should be invcstigated by utir himnibermen.

THE LISE OF NATIVE rIMBER.
WVitli the quaîitity and el.'.~ t ci mt«i

this cauintry, the question iii;Sht wcl be ag
aire the imports of timbet îlot greater tu
they should beP There secitnh' ta bc a dîç%
tian in some quarters ta imnport tîmber jý
disrcgard the dlaimis of honi. industàr ics
particular fault can be fouiJ niti the pm«t
tvha imports a iareigil article heciuse cf r:
bility to obtaizi what is required at horne, bd
tiiere have doubtlcss hc.,:n instances mb
Canadian tiniber svould have met thle requin
ments equally as ivell as tliat which bas bmj
iniported.

Almost uncansciously perhaps, frorn ij
force of custom, somne arcliitects speeify f«,.
cign timber for buildings wtvihott ffiiing 3.1
consideration ta the questtan i(oiii
supply iii the country in tvhiclh thse buildingi
to be erccted anîd tvhich is providing tie fuc4
for its erection. Harbor work, such a
wharves anîd piers, is also oftcn built d
southern wvood îvhen Cana.di«-i timber wWj
answer. Perhaps the qualities of Canadea
timber are somnetimies overlooked or fcrgotta
It might be of advantage for otîr lumbcrmet
appoint a committee ta have distribtta
pamphlets showing the tises ta wluieh Canidài
timbers may be applied anîd the results d
tests of strengs which have becti made ai iý
Universities and elsewvhere. This same »,
mittee might be empowered ta arrange for th
carrying out of further tests.

An illustration af the neglect ai native wcý
is iurnished by the regents of tihe UniverIvdî
Michigan, in calling for the use ai yellow *
flooring in a new hospital btuilding at Azi
Arbar, totally ignaning the fact, that lNficbign
is the home af as fine wvhite Iîîl as grOsi. -

At the preserit time tests af Placific CoÈý
fin and Texas yellaw pine are being made î
Bremerton, the naval station on Pîtigct Socý1
ta deterniine the relative merits of the wvocdsli
use in the conîstruction af naval % -sàcls. %ht
tests are made as the resuit cil tî comp1arit
the Pacific Coast Lumber Mantitacturrs A-ý
sociation that Texas yellow pune %vas bý4
used in naval vessels constructed aom the cýO
tvhen the native fin wvas better ttl«pted for à~
purpase. In the transverse îtS tas h'
made the native wvood has becri shoivniok
superiar.


