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tarn iha mnlnlMniinee of llieir relativa iinportnnrn,

nnd iHat rcnlinynr inilrpnntlnnca iiniiiiia hvr punplo,

u eaaxniiHl li> tiinir lunri.'*!. From I82S to 1810, a

psridil of twenty yoKX*, Iha rnUtive gniwtli of rniia-

dit will cqiiiil to tliiit i)f the IJnlli!il rllatt"«; ntiil from

18i5 to 1835, till) KiitiHli North Ainnricun Coloriii'*

rouHivoil II grttHtur nuiiihor oriiiinil||rnntifrom tho l.'iiit-

etl Kinudiiiii ih'in lho4n,niriviiiK in iho Wiiiti'd Sliitnt;

whil«rroin 1833 to I850,thi'rii wu* nn incrniiKiiin tiil>'

•ailing In our ahorvii, und in IH90 ntven-eiglith* of tlie

entire niiiigniiion Troiii thu Uriti«h li\e» to America,

arrived iit our own pnrli.

Not only h<ii thti lidn of tranintlanlio omijrntion

lurnud upon u^, hut Cminiln nnd ihft Lower I'ruvincrs

have contrihni d ilieir full quoiu oraiiiigrant« to iwull

Iho alreNtii of popui.iiiitn, that in now proiiting on-

w.'ird, ill 'ti rflaiiiluu mutch uorui* the MiMiiiippi, to

thn I'licitic nhoreti

The luluiiva imp^ulnnce of the Driliiih nation aa

compiired with thune United Hlntim, hn« aoniihiy

chnnpnd in the liiti ti'n yeum. In 1841 the popnlu-

tioa uf the tttuMi Mi-a wna 27,010,553. In 1801 il

BinrtMled to 27,452,262, nn inrroiiso in ten yeara of

only 432,707. I'rom 1831 to 1841 the population of

the liritlah hlni* increitaod 2,668,072.

It ia believed thiil tho diaclotmreti made by the re-

turna of the liilo ccniiu« of the United Htutea, coitI'

pared with the results of the ceniiua of tho British

Empire, hua chnnned nnd will clinnge still ninro, the

policy of thul government toward her Colonics.

^VhiTo in ten yenrs the Dritiah Isliinds Imve Biiined in

population but 432,707 persona, the United ijtntea in-

creused 6,204.138, which, ofter deducting the popula-

tiun found in the newly acquired territoricn, would "ivo

liie United Stules nn increuse, in Ian yeara, «<)na1 lo

6,000,000 of perauna, against the 482,707 gained in

all the Uritish Islands.

Il is quite apparent that the former policy of liie

''British Uovernment towards her North American
Colonies cannot continue to give auti8faction;nnd that

the atimulania which abundant capital and olFicial

countenance can give to the material progress of the

country, will in future he furnished. We were slow

lo beli<3ve, for a long tiinn, thnt the profiera of Ini-

|M!ri.il assistance to Uuilwaya in tho rrovincns had

any oth-ir signiBcance than the uidinury expresiiions uf

otHiiial courtesy. Bui from the recent evidence fur-

nished in the procebdin).M of tho Lpgislatures of Cana-

da and Nova Hcolia, and from the refusal of Iv'irl

(irey lo allow tho Fucility Kill of New Brunswick,

in aid of the construction uf the Luropean and North

American Kuilway, us a private undeitaking, to be-

come a law, it is apparent that the Colonial llail-

waya in Noith America, oro to be built iia Public

Provincial works, from funds advanced from the Im-
perial Treasury, at the riik and expense of the seve-

ral Colonies.

All the doubts that havo heretofore or now hnng

Over these matters, are sson to bo dispelled by the

action of the Legislature uf New Brunswick, in ac-

oordaDCS with Earl Grey 'a wishes; for, with all the

boasted indnpRndenca of opinion in Ihn Orlliah ProT*
incus, under tht-ir system of reaponsible governmant,

'

it hiia never yet hnen able to resist tho aeduotlve

cbnrma of ministerial promises, mach less to en-
counter the hiixiiids of an imperial (rown.

I

Ki-gnrdin;; tho means for building the F.aropnan bimI

North .\m<irlcun Ituilwuy fVom llnlifiix to the fron-

linr of Maine, na now secured by thn rflers of the

British novHinmi nl, wo earnestly, but most respecU
fully appeal to (^ongreaa fur nssisianee, lowurd thai

portion of Ihn work within the Mtaie of Muinu.

I

Our frontier position,with a foreign territory around
us, retarded the growth of Maine, till within the

last few years. Tho settlt^inenl uf our North Kustern

Boundary dispute, by the treaty of Washington, waa
' ihe duwn of u new era in our history. Our former
! enemiea became friends, nnd tho people of Maine
nnd thn neighboiing Provinces nre anxiously desiring

that the sume freedom of interooDrse shall exist witn
each other, aa with the jieoplu of difTurenl Htutes of
this Union.
To secure Ihe Trenty of Washington, Maine anr-

rendered for o merely nominal consideration, an un-
disputed territory of many thousand square miles,

which is now worth a fiir greater sum than any grunt

wu ask of Congress. While we take infinite pride in

the settlement of that long disputed question, and re-

gard the advuntngoa of peace and friendship with our

neigSbors, aa worth fur more than any estimate of the

value of the territory lost,—we tlvn.k (b^ lima haa
nome when Maine ahonid ask and receive from Ihe

general government some equivalent for tlie coneea-

sinna and aacrificos shejhen made for the general good ;

yielding up n terriloryi equal in aize and fertility the

to Commonwealth of Mnasachnaetis.

But independent of all these ctinsiderationa.the enter-

prise we present has claims upon Congress, for ha in-

herent merits as a commercial undertaking fur beyond
any statement we nre able to give, and for the reason*

set forth in this pctition.and fur the many other reasons

nnd inducements which will occur lo the minds of all

the enlightened stuteamen ofthecountry,we earnestly,

hut most respectfully uak, thnt congress will pass a
law authorizing a permanent contract for Ihe carrying

of Ihe mail between New Yoikand Galway. over the

European and North Ameiican Railway at remunera-
ting rates, nnd thnt a portion of the poblio lands may
be granted lo the State of Maine, in trust,for the pur-

pose of aiding the construction of the same, and that

Congress will render such other and further aid in the

premises as shall enable Maine lo build her portion of

the line, at Ihe same time that the work shall be fin-

ished in the Provincea of New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia.

*"•

Andaa in duty bound will ever pray.

[Signed]

January 20, 1862.

John A. Poor,

F.LIJAH L. Hamlin.
Anbon G. Chandlka.
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