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in his ceaseless struggle for a precarious subsistance on the

fruits of the chase. He built no monuments and has left no

records, from which we may learn the story of his origin, his

migrations, his bloody wars and fruitless conquests. The only

light which shines upon his annals, is, at best, a dim and shadowy

tradition. Scarce a memorial of his former occupancy remains,

save the names he has bestowed upon the lakes, rivers, and

prominent landmarks of the country. The Iro<|uois dialects

still live in their melodious geographical terms, suggesting a

sad contrast between their former proud and extensive domin-

ion and their present feeble and reduced condition.

There is no satisfactory evidence of the existence, in this

vicinity, of a race preceding the Indians. The "mound build-

ers," that mysterious people who once spread its countless mul-

titudes over the valleys of the Ohio, the Mississippi, and their

tributaries, ner cr, so far as diligent research has been able to

discover, dwelt in this locality. The ancient fortifications,

tumuli, and artificial str^ictures that abound in Western New
York, can all be referred to a later date and a more modern

race. But at what precise period, and by what particular

people they were constructed, are questions which have hitherto

eluded the most diligent historical research. The Senecas are

equally ignorant on this subject The venerable Seneca White,

a distinguished Iroquois chief residing on the Cattaraugus

Reservation, now eighty-one years old,* expressed his curiosity

on the subject, in a recent interview with the writer; and d«^

sired to know when, why and by whom those stri ctures had

been built. Many of them may yet be seen within a few miles

of our city, and are certainly objects of historical interest and

speculation. ^
Omitting, therefore, from necessity,Ihiy notice of the race,

of which these remains are the only memorial, we find that the

first in this locality, of whom history makes mention, were the

* He died lince the above waa writlen, on the nineteenth of May. 1S73.
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