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It it

there U a rttj m«ten»l error, thit not only ti«, bvtotHlff ttroMto hA0»
^•iM, have faOcn into : none of them hate alknrd the trm eevit why Cm
Bntifli propofals Were rrjeftcd, and all ofthem bat* *& nedt'wrott; oOt*

In the winter t777. "nd the fpring foUowiQf, Coogrefs were affemhtodM
York.town in Pennfyltaola. the Britift were in pofleflBmi of PhUad^fMlMd General Wafliingt^n with the araay wt-re entampcd in hnti at th«T|K»
'orge, tWenty«Ave mil^i difiant therefh>ffl. To ait who can renleildMi'* H
was a feafon of hardOi'p, but not pf defpair} andthe Abbe, fptalung ofm
pcriud and it* inconveniences, faya»

'* A multitude of privations, added lio Co mtny other misforiiinca, fli!||ht

make the Amrrieansregrettheir former tranqoiUity, and incline them t«
an accommodttiun with England, in tain had tho people been bottttd toT
tlie new Coteri^ment by the facrednrfs of oaths,, and rh« iofloenee of
religion . In tain had endr«tours been dfed to contbce them, tHit it tVM
impoffible to treat falcly with t country in which one p^rli»^neat,«ighl

*' otertum what (hould hate been eftabiilhed by another. In tain hid tEcf
** been threatened with th** eternal rcfentment of an exafperated and tindi^

tite enemy. It was poffible that thefe dittant irb»bles might not be boi
lanced by the weight of prefent etils. > r

** So thought the Britiih Miniilry when they fent to the New World p0b«-
lic agents authorifed to offer ete«-y thing eicept independence tothcfe te»
r^ Americans, from whom they had two years before exa^d an ueoiidii
tional fttbmifllott. It ia not improbable, but that by this plnn ofcoscilit**

" cion, a few months fooner, fomc effeft miffht hate been mx>doced. Bar

«

•(

««

of fear and weakncfs.
argnmcM
The Con«-

«

l^he people were aheadt re-affuied.

grefs, the Generals, the troops, the bold and fltilful men inlsach eohmy»
badpoflcfled themfeltes of the aothnrty ; ctery rhing had recotentdlta
6m fvitit^ Tth wat tift gpft ' ' • -

tk^ UnitidStaht and $1*0 Covrt

On this paiTage of the Abbe*
with circomftance,' is a material nicety in hiftory ;.che want of which ixv
4|uently throws it into endi<(s confufion and milUke, occafions a total repa-

ration between caofei 4nd ooofequenees, and conneds them with othenthey

:

sure not inmnediately, and fometimes not at all, related' feo^-

THe Abbe, in faying that the offers of the Britiih Min'iftry, •< werefef>
*\ jeded widi difdain," is right as to the/aH, ha^'wrtng as to the /mi«s and«
^is error in the time,,ha8 occafioued him to he miftdtenin the caqli,

T^efigning'the treaty of Paris the 6th cf February, 1778, could hate fu>'
effed on the mind or politics of America until, it was knewn in America i m^':

'

therefore, when the Abbe fays, that the rejediion of the Britiih o^rs wfM^iil

confequence of the alliance, he m^ft mean , chat it was in cbnfequence of th»

I

alliance^Wiif itunva in America ; which was not the cafe : ahd by this mif>
I take he not only takea from her the reputation, which her unfiiajten fortitiide" 4

I
in that trying utuation defeftes, but is Itkewife led very injurioufly tofvp*

V pofechat had (he not known oi thcTtreaty, the offers.Wou tt jprobably bate betti

lacccptedf whereas (he Ifnew nothingyf the treaty at thctnae'of the vt\tQ3m^^^t
jmd confei^eatly did not re]e<5l them on chat ground, y. ''•'i^

Ti\e propofitions or offers above-mentioned were cqniiained in two bQlt''^'
brought into the Britifh Parliament byword North on the lych of Februaf^«

1 773 . Thoie hiUs were hurried through both houfe&with unufual hafte ; tmt
before they had gone through all the cuftomary forms of Ptrliament, copi^i i

of them Were fent oter to Lord Howe and GeneralHowe, then in PhiladeU \

Ehia^ who were l^wife Commiffioners. General Howe ordered tlMm to
e printed in Philadeljihia, and- fent copies of Jthem by a flag to General

Wafhington, to be forwarded to Congreft at Yock-TowiH where they tr*^^

rttedthe atft of April, 1778. Thus much for the arrtval of the biUthi^

America. . ^^
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