
22 GENERAL DESCJtlPTION OF

The hatives are however i people '>{ a middle fize, of a coppef

complexion^ their features regular and agreeable^ and few diftorted or

di^forracd perfons are feen Among thein< When young they have ex-

ceflive large bellies* which is to be attributed to the enormous quan«

tity of food they devour; but as they grow towards puberty this part

decreafes to a common fize* Their conflitutions are fttong and heal«

thy, and their diforders few j the chief of thefe is the dyfentery* and

a violent pain in the breaft» which the Englifh caU the Country Dif-

temper^ llie latter is fuppofed to proceed from the cold air being

drawn into the lungs; which impeding the veffels from fpreading

throughout that organ, hinders the cireiilationi and renders refpiration

extremely painful and difficult* They feldom live to a great agC} but

enjoy all their faculties to the laft.
*

In their difpofitions they are mild, affable, and good-natured, when

ibbcr J
but when intoxicated they are loft to every focial quality, and

difcover the greateft properifity to quarrelling, theft, and the worft of

vices* When we view the fair fide of their charadlers, we find them

kindi courteous, and benevolent to each other, relieving the wants and

neceflities of their diftreiTed brethren with the greateft good-nature»

either by counfel, food^ or cloathing. The good effedls of this excel"

lent difpofttion are frequently experienced by themfelves ; for, as in

their mode of life no one known how foon it may be his own fate to

be reduced to the verge of extremity, he fecures for himfelf a return

of kindnefsi ihould he experience that viciflitude. On the other hand

they are fly, cunning, and artful to a great degree ; they glory in

every fpecies of furacity and artifice, efpecially when the theft or de-

ception has been fo well executed as to efcape detedlion« Their love

to their offspring is carried to a very gredt height. From the ftate of

childhood to maturity they feldom or never correft their children,

alledgingf that when they grow up they will know bettor of them-

felves. Neither is this indulgence made a bad ufe of when refieAion

fuccccds the irregularities of youth; on the contrary, fentiments of

rcYcreuce, gratitude, and love, link their affections to the authors of

their being ; and they feldom fail to give the utmoft affiftance to their

aged parents whenever their imbecility requires it.

With refpeft to their corporeal abilities, they are almoft without

.exception great walkers ; they patiently endure cold, hunger, and

fatigue ; and bear all misfortunes with admirable fortitude and refig-

nation, which enables them bravely to encounter the profpeft of ill,

and renders the mind ferene under the prefiurc of adverfity. As their

fo;iutry aboutnis v^ith inuumerable herds of deer, elks, a(id buffaloes,
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