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IN BOTFT AVO LYBIA. »
the aghation of the fea during the influence of

certain wind^. Aboat twenty Ibips, however,

may fecurely anchor, with due precaution ; but
the greater part of the harbour is nearly filled

with rubbith» and as the water is removed fe-

feral fathoms from the gate of the old coftom*
' boufe» which H formerly reached in tbp roemo^
ry of the prefent inhabitants, it feepu probable

that the l^a is retiring, and that satare; contri^

botes to the ruin of this port.

The old port, which is exclafivelv appropri-

ated to the ufe of Mahometans, is tolerably ipa-

cious, and affords excellent anchorage, as there

is a depth throughout of near fix fathoms.

The city is ereded on part of the ifthmns and
thepeninfula, and towards the eafiern extrtmity

a dilapidated fort is feen, which is conneded
with the continent by a mole of ftone, furniflied

with wrought arches, and flieltered by a wall on
the we(|, that is alfo in a ruinous date.

The boufes are commonly more than one fiory

high, built of frone, and admirably fuited to the

mode of living that prevails among the inha-

bitants. A flat roof is found to be the beft fecu-

rity againft the rain, which occafionally falla

in the autumn, and confequeotly -every native

prefers fuch a form for the top of his refidence.

The citizens are fupplied with water from
feven referv^irs^, conAroded of mafiy timber,

which fiill remain of a feries, that iu all pro«

bability was formerly continued from one extrc-

•

* Thefe refervoirs are moft probably in their original

Oate, as it feems very unlikely that the modem AleMn<-
^riana fhould have fubftituted timber for ftone, in a place

-where the {qrmtt it very fcarce and the other extremely
plmtihiU

mity


