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it is true, but their own party was about sixty

strong, well armed and supplied with ammuni-

tion ; and, beside their guns and rifles, they had

a swivel and two howitzers mounted in the

boats. Should they succeed in breaking this

Indian force by one vigorous assault, it was

likely they would ])e deterred from making any

future attack of consequence. The lighting

alternative was, therefore, instantly adopted,

and the boats pulled to shore nearly opposite to

the hostile force. Here the arms were all ex-

examined and put in order. The swivel and

howitzers were then loaded with powder and

discharged, to let the savages know by the

report how formidably tliey were provided. The

noise echoed along the shores of the river, and

must have startled the warriors, who were only

accustomed to the sharp reports of rifles. The

same pieces were then loaded with as many

bullets as they would probal^ly bear; after

which the whole party embarked, and pulled

across the riA^er. The Indians remained watch-

ing them in silence, their painted forms and

visages glaring in the sun, and their feathers

s^.t'.


