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Gray l)eing uot only cnu'l hut caroleaM, there were heavy com-

plaintii against him, and lie wu.s at last removed from his oflioc

by the provost and bailies of tlie borough, the patrons and trus-

tees of the st'h(K)l. He was sueceedeil l)y a remarkal;lo man of

tlie name of Bayno, paucnrum Utrntritin but ncenuini ingenii, an

enthusiast in the eause of learning, and gifted with tlie faeulty

of inspiring a love of learning in others. While apju'entiee to a

shoemaker he had contrived to piek up some knowledge of the

Latin language at a parish sehool, and this he improved by a

short residence at a Scfoteh university. He was then himself

appointed schoolmaster in a country parish, and here he acquired

such fame by his assiduity and success in teaching that he was

elected as successor of (jray to the dignitled situation of head

master in the granunar school of the county town. I was his

favorite pu[)il. He took infinite pains with me, and he bestowed

extravagant praise on my parts and proficiency. He called me
affectedly his 'licotle John,' and he talked of 'Leetle John' as a

prodigy. I did learn from him liatin and English granunar

very thoroughly, and he cherished in mo a love of labor and a

desire for distinction. IJut from his imperfei^t education he was

sorely deficient in qntintifi/, and from this deficiency I have since

constantly suffered and shall continue to suffer to my dying day.

In England Latin <[uantity is considered the test not only of

acquaintance with the liatin language; but of liberal breeding

;

and for general estimation a man had better be guilty of a bad

action than mistake a short syllable for a long, or a long for a

short. AVhereforc it has been always with fear and trembling

that I have ventured on a Latin ipiotaticm at the bar or in Par-

liament, and I have often suppressed ([notations which were veiy

appropriate from a dread of a mistake in louf/s and nhortii, well

knowing that the; chance of eclat wius nothing to the ridicule I

should incur if I tripped.

However, I flatter myself that I have never been found out

in a false quantity, and have thus been more fortunate than

Edmund Burke or Sir James Mackintosh. Burke's magnum

vectlgal is known to all the world. I have been told that


