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volous as the public may have been taught to think, and nmy,

for aught we know, invidioufly be luggcfled in another phue,

Astothe intention of levelling principalities and powers, of which

fome of us are fo ridiculoufly and fenfelclly accufed on this oc-

cafion ; nothing of that tendency can be attributed to our

mcafures ; For wliatever may be this man's or that man's opi-

nion of the utility of honorary diftinflions, and the refjicft due

to them (and where fhall opinions of that kind l^c free, if not

atnong the members of a Philofophical Afllnibly r) it is, we
think, pretty well agreed on, that every man leaves his rank at

the door of the Royal Society, except with regard to the bare

object of civility, juft as every man leaves his iword at the door

of Tome other peaceable alTcmblics. The qucftion, therefore,

is not whether any Margrave, or Bargravc, or Palfgrave, is

great enough to have particular refpect llie^'n him ; but wlie-

tlier it is more manlv for him to be contented with tlie

attention thtit was 'hewn to Peter the Great the great civili/cr of

JRuffia, to the prefcnt King of Denmark, the prclent King of

Poland, he. when they vifited the fociety, than to have innova-

tions made on his acccount. Now it is apprehended there are

feme very good reafons why he fliould be contented with ihcfe

civilities. In the firft place, if he is a man of fcnfc, or has had
a tolerable good tutor, he will be taught, what vvc coticeive to

be very good morality, even that of king Solomon, and no level-

ling doctrine at all, that it becouics crowned heads to bow to ici-

cnce, and not fcicnce to bow to crowned heads. Seccnclly, lie

will fee, thr,t though he fits in ever To fine a chair, he will Hill

be but the fecond man in the room, for the Preiidcnt muft fit

above him, covered too, whilfl he fits uncovered, unlcfs it is m"
^ttdi appointed, conjiitutedy and ordainedo\}itx'vi\{t byanewflatute*.

* Since this article has been drawn up, Mr. Maty has written to Paris,

»o know what the cuftom of the academies there may be, with regard to the

'liftinftions paid to great perfonages. The following is the anfwer he re-

ceived.
'• L'Academie Francoife, mon cher con.', ere va recevoir a la defcentc clu

*' carofle les Souverains ctrangers qui lui font I'honneiir de la vihtcr et
•* leur ofFre le fauteiiil dn DirciStenr. L'Empereur I'a refufc- abfolunient,
** coinme noii? arons vu a I'acad^mie des Belles Lettres le Grand Due
** & la Grande Duchcfie de Ruffle refufer ablblumcnt les fauteuils qui les

" auroient dijiingiies et vouloir etre affis fur nos chaifes. A I'Academie
*' Francoife ainli quTi I'acadcmie des Bclles-Lettrcs les perfonnes de la
" fuite occupent les ficges places dcrriere les fauteuils des academicicns,
*• ou chcz nous derriere les tieges des ofliciers."

No doubt the Kings of Bolabola and O-why-hee are the only inonarchs
in the world who would dream of introducing the "ceremonies that to
great ones 'long," into a literary atrembly. Not again that we lay great
Itrefs on fuch matters, one way or other ; but they ferve to fliew the i'pirlt

by which the Prefident isgoycrned, and the fplendid impiov#nents he
li iikeiv to introduce.
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