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to all the scenes of Indian cruelty that are practised

on the frontier settlers. The settlers are aware of

the dangers to which they are exposed, and gene-

rally associate for their mutual defence : when suf-

ficiently numerous they erect block-houses and

pickets, to which all retreat on particular signals

being given. In cases of emergency, where their

number is not sufficiently great to encourage the

hope of a successful resistance, should they appre-

hend an attack, they retreat to places of greater

security, and wait till the angry passions of their

Indian neighbours have subsided, or become ap-

peased. This, however, does not often happen;

because the Indians take their measures so secretly,

and execute them with such expedition, as to cut

them off before any definite suspicion of danger hais

been entertained. From the first, these encroach-

ments are viewed with a suspicious eye by the

Indians ; and should any ill success subsequently

attend their pursuits after game, the cause is at once

aBcribed to the white settlers. These complaints are

for a while individual and feeble ; but multiplying

and becoming clamorous, a council is convened, the

subject debated, the measure of redress fixed upon,

and instantly carried into execution. Sometimes,

however, secret combinations of the young warriors,

with a' view to acquire celebrity and distinction,

anticipate this form; and the first intelligence the

chiefs have of their plan, is their return from an

expedition with scalps, prisoners, &c. But by far

the most frequent and summary way of chastising

those intruders is practised by tlie hunting parties

;


