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to attack the bridge between Triana and Seville,

by which the city derived its sustenance from the

opposite country. The Moors saw their peril.

If this pass were destroyed, famine must be the

consequence, and the multitude of their soldiers,

on which at present tliey relied for safety, would
then become the cause of their destruction.

So the Moors devised machirie by which they
hoped to sweep the x'\cr a:;d involve the inv.id-

ing fleet in ruin. They made a raft so wide that

it reached from one banK to the other, and they
placed all around it pots and vessels filled with
resin, pitch, tar, and other combustibles, forming
Avhat is called (Ireek fire, and upon it was a great
number of armed men ; and on each shore

—

from the castle of Tnana on the one side, and
from the city on the other—sallied forth legions

of troops, to advance at the same time with the
raft. Tlie raft was preceded by several vessels

well armed, to atlick the Christian ships, while
the soldiers on the i;ilt should hurl on board their

pots of fire : and at length, setting all the com-
bustibkj in a blaze, shouUl send the raft flaming
into the midst of I'le hostile fleet, and wrap it in

one general contlagi.uion.

When everything was prepared, the Moors set

oif by land ami water, confident of success. lUit

they proceeded in a wild, irregular manner,
shouting and sounding drums and trumpets, and
began to attack the Christian ships fiercely, but
witliout concert, hurling their ])ots of tire from a
distance, filling tlie a.' with smoke, but falling

short of their enemy. The tumultuous uproar
of their preparations had ]nit all the Christians

on their guartl. The bold ISonifaz waited not lu

be assailed ; he boarded the raft, attacked vigor-

ously its defenders, put many of them to the

sword, and dro\e the rest into the water, and
succeeded in extinguishing the Greek fire, lie

then encountered the ships of war, grappling
them and fighting hand to hand from ship to

ship. The action was furious and bloody, and
lasted all the day. Many were cut down in

flight, many fell into the water, anel many in

despair threw themselves in and were drowned.
The battle had raged no less fiercely upon the

land. On the side of Seville, the troo])s had
issued from the camn of King Fernando, >vhile

on the opposite sluue the bra.e Master of San-
tiago, Don I'elayo Perez Correa, with 1'..^ war-
riors and fighting friars, had made sharp Nork
uith the enen y. In this way a triple battle was
carried on ; there was the rush of squadrons, the
clash of arms, and the din of drums and trum-
pets on either Innk, while the river was covered
with vessels, tearing each other to pieces as it

were, their crjjws fighting in the miilst of llanies

and smoke, the waves red with blood and tilled

with the bodies of the slain. At length the

Christians were victorious ; most of the enemy's
vessels were taken or destroyed, aiul on cither

shore the Moer^--, broken and discomfited, fled

—

those on the one side for the gates of Seville,

and those on the other for the castle of Triana
—pursued with j'.reat slaughter by the victors.

Notwithstanding tlie great destruction of their

fleet, the Moors soon renewed their att'^nipts

upon the shijis of Kainon ISonifaz, for they knew
that the sab ation of the city re(|uired the freedom
of the river. Succor ariiveil front Africa, of
ships, with Irooiis and jirovisions; they rebuilt

the fire-ships which had been destroyed, and in-

cessant combats, feints, and stratagems took place
daily, both on land and water. The admiral
Stood in great dread of the Greek fire, used by
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the Moors. He caused large stakes of wood to

be placed in the river, to prevent the passage of

the fire-ships. This for some time was of avail

;

but the Moors, watching an opportunity when
the sentinels were asleep, came and threw cables

round the stakes, and fastening the other ends to

their vessels, made all sail, and, by the help of

wind and oars, tore away the stakes and carried

them off with shouts of triumph. The clamor-

ous exultation of the Moors betrayed them.
The Admiral lionifaz was aroused. With a few

of the lightest of his vessels he immediately pur-

sued the enemy. Me came upon them so sud-

denly that they were too much bewildered either

to fight or fly. Some threw themselves into the

waves in affright ; others attempted to make re-

sistance and were cut down. The admiral took

four ^."i-Up laden with arms and provisions, and
with these returned in triumph to his fleet.*

CHAPTER XVn.

OK THE STOUT I'UIOK, FKRRAX RfW, AN'D
HOW HK KKSCUEI) HIS CATTI.K FROM THE
MOORS.—I'tUTHKR KNT1;U1'RISKS OK THE
TRIOR, ANU OF THE AMUrsCADli INTO
WHICH HE FEI.I..

It happened one day that a great part of the

cavaliers of the army were absent, some making
cavalgadas about the country, others guarding
the foragers, and others gone to receive the

Prince Alfonso, who was on his way to the camp
from Murcia. At this time ten Moorish cavaliers,

of the brave lineage of the Azules, finding the

Christian camp but thinly iieopled, came prowl-

ing about, seeking where they might make a bold
inroad. As they were on the lookout they came
to that part of the camp where were the tents of

the stout Friar Ferran Ruyz, ])rior of the hos-

pit.al. The stout prior, and his fighting brethren,
were as good at foraging as fighting. Around
their cpiarters there were several sleek cows graz-

ing, which they had c;'.'ri"d off from the Moors.
When the Azules saw these, they liiought to

make a good prize, and to bear ^•''(^ the ])rior's

cattle as a trophy. Careering lightly round,
therefore, between the cattle and the camp, they
began to drive them toward the city. The alarm
was given in the camp, anil six sturdy fVi.irs sal-

lied forth, on foot, with two cavaliers, in pursuit

of the marauders. The prior himself was roused
by the noise ; when he heartl that the beeves of

the Chirch were in danger his ire was ki.-.dled ;

and buckling on his armor, he moiaited hi? steed
and galloped furiously to the aid of his v.iliant

fri.'irs, and the rescue of his cattle. The Moors
."ttempted to urge on the laggiiv; and full-fed

\ine, but finding the enemy close u|)(>n them,
they were obliged to abandon their spoil an..;ng

the olive-trees, and to retreat. The prior then
gave the cattle in charge to a s(|uire, to drive them
back to the cani|). He would li.ive returned him-
self", but his friars h:id continued on for soni" dis-

tance. The stout prior, therefore, gave spurs to

his horse and galloped beyond them, to turn them
back. Sudden; . great shouts and cries arose be-
fore and behind him, and an ambuscade of
Moors, both horse and foot, came rushing out of

a ravine. The stout Prior of San Juan saw that

there was no retreat ; and he disdained to render

* Cronici (lotica, L. 3, t^ 13. Cronica General, it. 4.

Cruuiea Jc banto Key, c, 55.


