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The machinory -which ^vl>l•ks onv iKitioiiiil (il' I may so style our central government)

as ^\^']\ as our provincial and local systems ol government, is o])viously of a complex

character, re(|uirinu a large number of perst>ns lor administrative, judicial and mirnicipal

purposes. To those ollieials and legislators wi' must adil the rdnlively small number of

learned nuMi wlm are called ui)(iii tu occupy the l)i'nch, and adiiiinister the law Avhi<'h,

\vith tin- exi eption ol' the ruiidamenlal law or constitutinn governing the Dominion and
its various sections, is amended i'rom iinu> toiinie l)y the parliament and th<degislatures.

ir \\r add tit this oliicial and judicial iicr.^oinirl the larue number ot iiulividuals who
practice the learned piol'essidn of tlie law. or ii' we add, ion, the numerous persons out-

side the classes just meiitiitned who are more or less i<leHtilied as citizens in the

<'llicient working of (uir poliiical syNleni, we shall see how many men in this country are

deeidy interested in the accurate study nl' Political Scieuce.

The study of c(insliluti(inal law and ul' coiisiitutidnul hisiciry, in fact, opens up to

the lawyer an exhaustive Held of research. It biuadens his sphere t)t' knowledge much
more than the oidinary technical studies ol' his profession. (Questions constantly arise

which i^ctjuire him to make investigations into the iiniuils of the times in'ecedint;' tlu^

I'oi'uuitiou of tlie constitution, and to inquire bv what events it \vas preceded, as well as

to study the nature and scope of the provincial orii'anizations previous to ''onfederation.

I5ut it is not mei-ely the lawyer, the statesman, or the p\d)licis(, who has a deep

inli-resl iu the consideration of the various jxilitical and eeouo;:iic (|uc .tions which enter

into the course of which I am speakiuL;'. There is one class which, al.ove all others,

should ha\'e a deeji iiisighl into the wise solution of the uuiny social jtroldems which arise

fiom time to lime ,ni<l di nuind lln' earni>sl ilunight of every person who looks to the happi-

iicHs of the community. No one would wish to see the clergy lake an active interest or

paitii'ipate vigoroirsly iu the purely ])olitical coiillicis of the day— I mean, such an in-

terest or ])articipalion as would weaken their inlluence in iheir propiM' siihere ;—but no
one now-a-da\s can keep aloof from great human interests, and occasions may arise when
even clergynu'U may projx'rly consider it ueeessary to uive warning and advice, unt

as ])artisans. but as dispassiouaje, impartial criti<-s. animated solely by a conscientious

desire [i^ unite and not dissever the dili'ereni classe.- which nudv(^ up the people of

this Dominion, and lo consider the national good as the hiiihesi and purest purpo.se of a

Canadian's life.

Nor sho\ild I forget lo refer to the important elfecis that a course of Political Science

:iu\y have upt)n journalisni in C'anad;i. In a country of popular government, the pre.s.>,

necessarily exercises a laru'c inlluence which, on the whole in Canada, i»- directed to the

pronu>lion of the ])ublic interests. It is true that party conllict has given to the n.reat

majority of our public journals a partisan character which too often i)rev<'nts the jieople

from obtaining that impartial crilicisni of ])ublic men aiul matters of contro\'er,^y which
they have a right to exjicit I'rom their s(df-constituted teaclu'rs. Partisan journalism

is, however, one of the i)e;udties we must exi)ecl to pay for party government, and the

time seems yei far oil' when indi'peiuleut journalism is likely to assert itself on any large

scale. No one will deny that the leadiuL;' newspa|)ers of the Dominion are edited and
writti'U with decided ability, aiul represent fairly the intelligence of the country at

large. The tendency in Canada, as in the Tniled States, is to pulilish short crisp articles

in the edihu'ial columns, instead of the elal>orale, aiul often too heavy, articles which


