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both grave and urgent, and if we have to
approach them without prior consideration
and deliberation we shall probahiy make mis-
takes as we did aftor the hast war, for it will
bc very difficuit for any Governmont under
pressure to arrive quick-hy at a decision as to
whiat sbould be done.

lion. Mr. CALDER: Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. MeRAE: Our Banking and Com-
merce Committee is the best judicial commit-
tee in Parliament, and is se recognized by those
who have corne here to present their views
before it. In this committee we have an in-
strument which couid be used for the purpose
of making inquiries inte post-war probiems.
It is truc, its findings and recommendations
miglit net be applicable two or three years
from nowv, but ie the meantime our consulta-
tions and the consolidation uf opiniun woud
have a strong educationai value throughout
the co-untry.

Now, wvith regard to post-w-ar probiems,
thore is at the preserit time no 'comrnon forum
where the vicos cf varlous local committees
throughout the Dominion can bc presonted
and siftcd and a proper value piced on thern.
I think the peopie frorn Halifax te Vancouver
whio are giving se muchi tbought to those
problems would very rnucb appreciate the use-
fulncss cf soema body, suahl as our Banking
ami Commerce Committee, before which their

vin-s culd bc presented, considcred fuliv
and dealt with. The eclucation-il effect of
such a forum w ouid ho far-reaching; and,
after ail, it would be in the national
interest te educate public opinion aiong
certain sound lices wvhiah would ho accept-
able te the people geaeralhy. I arn talking
somewhat at randomn on this, but 1 think
the leader cf the House has startod some-
thing that should ho follewed up. I arn
sure îve could find uiseful empicyrnent for
ourseives almost continuousiy if we wvere to
take up systematically a matter cf that, kind,
or sirndar matters awaitiag attention. Such
action wouid ho non-political. It would be
helpful to the Govornment cf the day, and
partieulariy hcipful to the Governument, îhich
is in power aftcr the w-ar.

Hlon. JAMES MURDOCE: Honeurable
senaters. the bonourable gentleman wbo has
just spoken is at loast logicai and consistent.
This is flot the first time that we hav e heard
him in this bouse eontending that w-e should
ho doing more than wo are deing. Someene
said a littie while aga that the people cf
the country are net îuîîy informed. Ie my
humble Judgment. during the whele cf the
tweix e yc ý':ý tilt 1 liac bcon here they have
nover been fuiiy inforrned. They do net
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know in the siightcst ciegreo how hittie wo
do-and, in rny humble judgment, how littie
many cf us w'ant te do. It is enly a few
years since the distinguished gentleman who
bas just taken his seat mado in this bouse
almost exactly the samne speech that ho bas
made to-day, and as a resuit this House
unanimously appointed a brand new cern-
rnittee on External Relations. That cern-
mittee, I think I arn safle in saying, bas nover
met siece, and bas nover mado a report.

About that sarne time the distinguishod
gentleman said:

I cannot cocceive cf any (ievelopinent -whiob
w-ould justify this country iii saerificing the
blood cf co single Cauadian ou the battle-fiehds
cf Europe.

Yet to-day Canadian biood is being sacrificed.
I arn quite sure that the leader cf the

House was altegether sincere in bis suggestion
w hich started this discussion. 1 arn sure aise
that ho, wborn wo ail wish well, will net lose
sighit cf the fact that althoughi the Sonate
ceni ened on January 22, the first time ho
show-ed up in this Chamiber w'as on the tenth
day cf March. Furtherrnore, I think henour-
chie senaters will ag-roe with me that during
the entire month cf Fcbruary the Sonate sat
for ocly sixteen minutes. and yet oach cf us
drew $530 for the work hoebcd donc. 0f
course the public dc îlot understand! They
hav e ne conception cf hiow hittie we have te
do uinder existing cond(itions., or how littie wo
înay hiave to do.

WVhen it cornes te pcst-war conditions. 1
cgrec tbat thero is muchl talk about the
,scbj c et. bu t ini t he iuicani iie mnany distin-
guîshed gr ulemnen w ho are permieated witb
the ideas-or shaîl I say the venom?-of
bygone dcx s, ar-e convinced that the labourer
is net worthy cf bis hire. We sbeuld got
dow-n to brass tacks ccd prepare for pest-war
condhitions. Muelh can ho donc by individuel
men. I shall ho on the job. I hive bore. In
that respect I am probahly mor*e fertunete
than manv othor senaters. But if w-e did
nieet uftexîer, ex on if we hiad a great deal te
de, it w-ouid ho a case cf trying te got
through cnd get, aw-ay in order te satisfy
some cf our distieguishied friends. I think 1
ccclii give the naines cf a number cf
iit ingui-hed gc nihernei w lic hiave heen paid

$100 an houî- for evcry hour thoy have sat
in this Chamber during the lest five or ton
years. Pcrhaps by reason cf having a differ-
ont kind cf education and a different view-
peint frorn othors, I arn heartihy sick and
tired cf hearieg it seid that w-o bave nothing
te do, for I know in my ewn becrt and mind
that it is the vieîv cf rnany that w~e have
.iust about the riglit ameunit te de, and thet
is practicaihy nothing.


