
Railway Act [FEBRUARY 25, 1890.] Amendment Bill.

oN. MR. OGILVIE-I move that the
]Ril1 be not read the third time presently,
but that it be read the third time this day
i' mfonths. My reasons for moving the
Ic mnonths hoist are various. In the first

ace, for a great many years a number
amendments were made to the Railway

et. These amendments were consoli
ated a few years ago, and we thought we

butan Act that was pretty nearly perfect;
b suppose, like ail legislation framed

inankind the Railway Act is not per-
•ct. Nevertheless if it is not perfect, I

do "et think that the members of this
th e, When they look into this matterbe oughly will pass the Bill that is now
b'ere Us. In the first place, it is the

ess of'the Government to attend to
mfatters. We have the Railway

Tfittee of the Privy Council, who are
Pkfetly able to take hold of this kind of
ýVoi. and ready to do it; and I am
therrmed on the very best authority thatthere are no complaints against the
wOrking of the Act on the part of our
P"ilcipal railways. If this Bill is passed
ithe shape in which it is now-we passed
othast year, but it was thrown out in the
oter branch of Parliament-it will simply
cause a good deal of trouble to the rail-
h COlcpanies from those who may
ei en to have ill-feeling against them-
to ther by individuals making complaint

a e muncipality or by the municipality
t Iing ,to the Railway Committee of
pa"riVy Council, and putting the com-
Pese to a great deal of trouble without
euPishing any good. The principal
petre of the Bill relates to drainage. It
shall es that municipalities or individuals
to Shave the power to compel railways
Who ake Culverts through their roads
ablerever there may appear to be reason-Ver ground to do eo. Now, culverts are all
here Well where they are absolutely
rae sary to carry off the water, but the
co 'clpalities take care that the railway
are lauies provide culverts when they
1ail Uilding their lines. A great many
en ay accidents arise from the fact that
o rts, either from the nature of the soil
Water causes, sink after freshets. The
enlvertcarries away the earth from the
thret.and the road-bed subsides two or
goeso 'niches. The rails spread, a train
the ver the bank, and we never hear of

ase of the accident, because railway
9 nes are disinclined to give details

of accidents. I am informed on the best
authority that a very large number of
railway accidents have happened from
the cause I have mentioned. I do not think
that we want to put into the hands of
individuals or municipalities the power to
cause an extra amount of danger to pas-
songer traffic. Besides that, we have spent
in Canada a great many millions of dollars
and granted large tracts of land to get rail-
ways, and now we are asked to pass a Bill
that may do the railway companies as much
harmas we havedonegood by ourmoneyand
land grants to the companies. Any person
who will take the trouble to look into the
Bill thoroughly, and into the Railway Act,
will see that we have all the legislation
that is necessary at present. If any amend-
ment is required, the proper way to get it
is to appeal to the Government to amend
the existing law, and not pass new Acts that
may not be workable and certainly will be
a source of annoyance to the railway com-
panies, without doing the country any

ood. The Railway Committee of the
Privy Council is as good a safeguard as
could be provided. It is more anxious to
look after the interests of the public than
the interests of railway companies, because
it is amenable to the public. To say the
least of it, if this legislation is not vicious
it is certainly unnecessary, and we should
be very careful how we go further with it.
I hope the good sense of this House will
be opposed to this Bill. Year after year it
has been introduced, only te be thrown ont
in the other branch of Parliament. I feel
very strongly on this question, because I
took some trouble about it last year and
have given it some attention since then, to
find out whether there was any serious
grievance or complaint. The engineers of
the principal railway companies within
the last ten days have told me that tbey
had not a single complaint that they knew
of, and that in case any such complaint
should arise they are particularly anxious
te attend te it as quickly as possible, as it is
in their own interest to keep on good terms
with the inhabitants through whose coun-
try they pass. These are the reasons why
I have noved the six months hoist, not in
a spirit of opposition or obstruction at all,
but in good faith, and I have hopes that it
will be carried to-day.

HON. MR. O'DONOHOE-Last year I
was rather favorable to this Bill, but on


