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absence ef any amnunt rcqîîired for the
Canadian National Railways, whicha sn far as
this gevernîneet is roncerned may be regarded
as an accident, the reeluctien is enly eue per
cent. Suircly the Ministcr of Finance did et
bave in mîinci tl1 t kind of drastic change in
the hiabits and modes ni lufe of the people of
Canada, beeatîse I ran teli1 Iimi that tîtere are
in Canada. and in my riding particîilarly-and
I1a glad te biear a member te mv leit say
semiethim, about tbis working mnen who in
tlieir factorios. in the war sav tngs camnpaige.
liave regLilar-lv suhscribed te the exteet of
eue huridred per cent ni the personnel.

Ie many factories tlic entire payroll of
employees bas pledged its support, and that
meaus miich more than one or even four per
cent of tîteir wages. Coetrast that witb a
reduction of only four per cent je the esti-
matcs. I w-as hoping. and I say this in ne
spirit of carpieg criticism, tbat the gevero-
ment would je the estiniatcs tlîemselves give
seme kied of lealc îship ýte tle people of
Canaa as an example of what the governmet
expectcd of the average citizen in furtherane
ni ouir war effort, maey of whem arc contribut-
ieg from tb )ir ewe peekets a much largu r per-
centage tItan one or even four per cent of tîteir
weekly incemes.

Turning te anetîier subjeet, the problem of
agriculture is monre clearly before the ininds
ni the people of Canada to-iîay than it bias
been in the last fifty years of Canadian Iîistory.
There must ho many members of the bouse
wbe knw what tbe erdinary mac is saying
about agriculture tn-ilay. Yet we have sat ie
the botîse item Monday, when tbe session was
resîîmed, until Thursday, and net a. word bas
been said by the goverremont, as te what, il
proposes te dn tn soîve the agricultural prolo-
lems ni Canada as a wbole. Wbere are the
members of this liouse? V/bore is the govoro-
ment? V/bore is 'the Minister ni Agriculture
(Mr. Gardiner)? Have they notbiing te say
on a problemn that. lonms so large ie Canadian
ecnnomy as agriculture? But, ynu may say,
this is purely a dnmeslic peace-lime problem.
I deny tbat with ail the eaphassis at my cnm-
mand. Perliaps at oee stage in otir history
agricultuire may have been rcgardcd as a
donaestic and peace,-timo prnblem, but te-day,
whetber you recognize it nr net, the wbiole
induistry ef agriculture is tied up with the
efficiency oi nur war effort. Surely tbe govere-
ment bave nt fnrgotten that net more tban
twn or threo weeks agn thero were meetings
of agriculturists interested in aIl branches ni
agriculture in this dominion wbe, by resolutin
and ntherwise, pleaded witb the goverement
for some real approach te a solution of the
problcms net only of western agriculture but
ni eastera agriculture as weIl. These resolu-
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tions must have been inrwarded to the goveril-
ment and considered in cabinet council. SureIy
,the government must know that there is flot a
moment to be lost, in dcaling witb the presenit-
day problems nf Canadian agriculture.

I wanted tri say tri the Minister of Agri-
culture, who I arn exceedingly sorry is nlot in
bis sca.t-aqnd on that account 1 may curtail
what I lbad intended ýto say-tlîat it is time we
lîad a fuli-time dominion minister of agri-
culture. 1 am not suggesting for a moment
that if tho gýovernment believe the present
Minister of Agriculture is gond cnnough. hoe
should fnt be left tbcre. But at least give bina
a chance to give bis undivided attention to
agriculture, rather ýthan dividing bis attention
bctween two portfolios in time nf war. Eitber
the ministry nf national war services should flot
have bee set up as a separate ministry, or else
it is ni sufficient importance te require a
separate minister. A fuli-time minister of
agriculturo is one nf the things luit agri-
culturists ail over the dominion are dcmnanding
of the gýo\verlemet.

I know pcr.sonally somnething about tho
situation of aigriculture. The Mi\inister of
Agriculture was kini cnotigh te say that hy no
stri tch of the imaination couhi 1 ho called a
farmcr. I retorted in kiiil during the last ses-
sion, anel I rcpeat it nnw. But at the samo

hume .1 will tako a back seat o no one in this
bouse in my interest in agriculture ami in my
endeavour te do somi thing for the algritulturist
in my section anti in cvcry part of this
dominion. First, lie receix es low prices for
Itis produce; second, ýho pays bigh priees for
the things hoe bas te buy. Further, there is
to-day available very little farm belp wbicli
is really gond. The scarcity ni farm help is
net a matter oi wages; it is difficult te get
farm belp even if the highest rate of wages
prevailing at the time on the farm i.s offered.

Ie view of tbis disparity between receipits
and paynients, the prohlemn oi farm lîelp and
wagcs, and the gencral situation as regards
farmiing, it is not niuch te bo wondered at
that there w-as an uprear from one end oi
Canada te the other when. net se long age,
the dominion government ecided te peg the
price of butter. It may 1)0 aIl very w'ell te
argiue tliat frein a technical point of view there
w as sonie tustification for pegging the price
of butîter; but the average farmer believes,
antd I arn irirlineil to think lie is rigbt, that
if yeîî are going te put a ceiling on the price
of eue of the major produets of the farma,
there is ne reasen under the sun why ho cannt
preperly ask that the prices ni the comnandities
ho lias te huY, which aro goieg up in price,
sleîtld aIse ho pegged te, a ceiling. Tliat
applies te everytbing ho bas te buy, from
bis fertilizers to bis concentrates; yes, and bis


