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was the object of it? If I understand it
rightly, the object was to impress upon the
country the necessity for at least a Deputy
Minister of Fisheries apart from the Deputy
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, possibly
looking at the same time to the establishment
of a separate ministry in charge of the Can-
adian fisheries. I shall not offer any com-
ment at the present time on the desirability
or otherwise of such a departure, although, per-
haps àt might 'be a .good t¶uing in view of the
fact that the industry bhas been neglected. But
the report having been brought down, have we
any minister of fisheries apart from the min-
ister in charge of the combined branches of
Marine and Fisheries? If we -have we do
flot know anything about it. Rumour has
it that a portfolio bas been promised the hon.
member for Queens-Lunenhurg (Mr. Duif),
but whether it will be the portfolio of Marine
and Fisheries or simply Fisheries, or whether
another portfolio is to be carved out for the
hon. gentleman, this flouse hms fot been
advised. There is I admit, a good deal of
pleasant reading in the report, and some note-
worthy facts are brought out; but nothing
ham been done. Inactivity marks the resuIt
of the investigation made by that commission.

A session or two ago also, a committee of
this flouse was appointed to look into the
coal situation with a view to formulating some
sort of national fuel policy. Where is that
policy? Was the country advi.sed of it
in the last campaign? fias the government in
mind at present any solid fundamentals upon
which a national fuel policy could be framed?
If so, why is it not presented to the flouse
and to the country? Morcover, only a short
time ago a royal commission sat in Nova
Scotia to exnmine into the coal industry, and
the eminent men composing that commission
brought in a report, which I understand both
the mýiners and the company seem disposed to
accept. Now, what is the major point in their
1inding? It is that the coal industry of Nova
Scotia cannot possi'bly exist unless it is granted
greater protection. Well, in what position are
hon, gentlemen opposite f0 carry out that
flnding? Why, f bey pledge fhemselves in
thc Speech from the Throne not to raise the
tariff, and they are sustained in office 'by bon.gentlemen to my left, wvhose policy Ls "No
increase in the tariff. If any changes are
made in the tariff tbey must ha downward."

Mr. IIEAPS: Would the hon. gentleman
inform the flouse in what particular para-
graph of their report the royal commission
he refers to found that increased protection
is required for the coal industry of Nova
,Scotia?

LMr. Foster.]

An hon. iMEMBER: Everybody says that.
Mr. HEAPS: I should like to have the

specific passage.
Mr. FOSTER: As usual, my hon. friend

from North Winnipeg (Mr. Hcaps) is right
technically, because in the report -itself in-
creased protection, beîng regardcd as a
political question, is not deait with; but I
would refer him to the addendum f0 that
report, which was what 1 had in mind. I
venture f0 say that both gentlemen who sat
on the commission with Mr. Hume Cronyn
concurred in his view that increased protec-
tion was the only remedy, because, it seems
to me, it is only the common sense viewpoint
and therefore natural f0 concur in it. But
apart from technicalities, this flouse as con-
stituted-assuming that the government can
continue to command a mai ority-will not
ha able f0 deal with the problem in the only
practical mannar possible, because as eve'ry-
body from the Maritime provinces believes
who has given the subject consideration, we
must have increased protection on our coal
and on our iron nnd steel products. 1 doubt
even if the Minister of National Defence
(Mr. Macdonald) will proclaim himself in
opposition to an increased tariff on coal, so
far as Nova Seotia is eoncerned.

Now, let us look at the situation. We are
going to appoint another royal commission.
Let us assume that that commission brings
in a report to the effect thaf our coal industry
can exist only by the imposition of increased
protection, whether by way of an ad, valoremn
or a specifia duty. In what position is the
government to carry out sucli a finding? Hon.
gentlemen to my lcft are oýpposed to in-
creased duties. They say that the solution
of the coal problem in the Maritime provinces
is fo be found in a proper adjustment of
freiglit rates. I am perfectly prepared f0

agrea tînt in a very large sense transporta-
tion does enter into the solution. And, Mr.
Speaker, aftcr an absence of ten years 'rom
the flouse 1 am surprised f0 flnd that the
genius of our people, as represented on both
sides of this flouse, has not yet found a
solution for our fuel difficulties, includngl.
rates on coal. If is no use for me fo say
that thora is no ability on the other sidp of
the flouse, Sir. There is ability there flot
so much as there was beforýe Octoher 29-let
us not ba carried nway ýby partisanship and
deny that there is any ahility among our
friands opposite. I repeat, there is ability,
but there seems t0 ha lacking that determina-
tion to do somcething f0 solve any of the great
prohlems that confront this country, particu-
larly the fuel problem.


