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stick that the allier day he forced the cable
monopoly to reduoe, 'but in a very emalâ
degree, the rates between Canada eind 'the
inother country. Failing -a further re-due-
tion, 1 sàay that we menust liave a state-owned,
oable. Mir. Speaker, I wifih ta conclude by
rnovirig the lfollowing motion,

Mr. ARMSTIRONG <Larabton). Might I
ask the hon. drember for Rouvilije (Mr.

Leiu)ta be good enough ta Jisten ta
the position whichf I was 'plaoed. in. While
1 referred. sevetral tianes ta the motion 1
intended ta move, yet I sat down withcvut
nioving it. If 'the hoen. gentleman 'wo'uld
be good emaugli-it is the saine-

Mr. LEMIEUX. Before rny hon. friend
proceeds, I wish ta say that I listened with
pleasure ta hirn the other day for a whole
aftern-oan, and he gave certainly anost in-
f eresting information to the House, flot
only on cable rates, but on telegraphic,
telephone and postal rates. I think, how-

,ever. that hie nezlected the cables in favour
of the ather subjects he had discussed. 1
had. takeri it upon niyself ta proffer these
few remarks, and at the samne time, ta give
notice to the Postmaster General af the
motion which 1 intended to move. Now
my hon. friend frori Lambton (Mr. Arm-
strong-) knew that this evening; hie pre-
ceded me, he made his rernarks, I listened
ta his rernarks, and I hope now that he
will. listen to rny motion and vote for it. 1
mave:

That in ýthe opinion of this bouse steps
shauld lie taken by tthe Postimester General
with a view to abtaining a further reduction
in cale rates between Canada and Great
Britain.

Mr. MACLEAN (South York). 1 have
listened to bath speeches ta-night with a
great deal of interest. 1 sympathise with
bath speakers, but 1 go further. I amrn l
favour of imimediate action by the Cana-
dian goverument in the direction of state
ownership and state operation of telegraphs,
telephones and cables in this country. There
is ait aid Greek proverDb that aays: ' If you
wish ta play upon the harp, you rnust play
upon the harp.' If you wish to get a re-
duction in talla of this kind, the only way
to get them, is ta get them, and the way
ta get theni is by state operation and coin-
petition with the variaus companies. They
aie manopolists, they are in the position
o' dividing great profits among themselves;
and as long as you say, We ask you, as a
favour, ta came down in your rates, they
wili neyer do it. But if you go after theni
wit'h campetition by the state, you wili ef-
fet yonr purpose. As I have stated in this
House before, the monopoly that contra]
cables has its centre in London. It was
the mast powerful manapoly that was known
in London, it was able ta reacli by its en-
armous inflince. mare members of parlia-

ment and ma-re members, of the cabinet in
England than any ather manopoly. To-
day it is that powerful in England that it
is in a position ta check, ta contrai the
action even of the Postrnaster General of
Canada. But sornething worse than that
lias happened. The contrai of the Atlantic
cables lias passed ta the Americans, ta the
very. saine Americans who control the tele-
grapli companies in the United States, wha,
contra] the Bell Telephone company in the
United States, and the Bell Telephone in
Canada, and who have to-day the Canadian
Pacifie railway and the Great Northwestern
Telegrapli companies also in their pool and
in alliance with theni.

The cable, telegraph and telephane busi-
ness in Canada and the United States la
ail under Vhis Arnerican contrai which la
in alliance with financial interests in
London, it is a great interest with con-
nections in every country and so lias been
able ta influence even the Postmaster
Ceneral and have him hold lis hand. Sa
there is no hope af the reductions we
weuldI like ta see unless we resart ta
state competitiori. As the late Postanaster
General (Mr. L'emieux) lias said, it would
cast only $2,200,000 ta equip a first c]ass
cable between Canada and Great Britain.
A sinking fund would pxovide that amount,
we would secure immediate reduction in
talls and public contrai in British bands.
It is absurd and shows a lack of national
and imperial policy ta aliow capitalists
in another country Vo contra] the cable
and telegrapli systemi af the British Em-
pire. The Gerrnans would not stand such
a thing for a day. The tume lias corne in
Canada snd in the rnotherieand and in
other sîster states af the empire, for gavern-
ment contra], awnership and operation, af
ail cables, telegraphs and telephones. If
we lnaugurated a state-owned cable we
would have ta contrai the land lines in the
interest of that cable. In Englandl they
contra] the cable corupanies in a way,
they have the whip hand there aver the
cable companies, but it is not effective.
If we had a state-awned cabie ta England
and a state-owned tele graph syeteni in
connectin with a telephane service, every
country in the empire and the motherland
itself would be able ta give these services
for one-third the pre sent rates. This
wauld give the press of the empire a flrst-
class news service. I agree with the
quotatian that bas been read from the
Durke of Argyle that the greatest boan
would be free telegraph and'cable service
in the interests of the empire. The only
way ta create a warld-wide public opinion
is ta have the freest interchange by the
press af the expressions aI publie opinion
in the different -cauntries. That ta-day is
inTi'p(ssible. The cable despatches to-day
are condensed. tbey should ba much longer
and fuller and the only passible means of


