
COMMONS DEBATES.
that politioal reason-though Ido not observe any political
reasOBs connected with this clan8e-require that en alien
shall not bave any political rights of any description what-
ever, and that this section shall only give him the right to
hold rosiaid personal property, or no more than a Local
Legislature has a right to give him, an exclusive right to
give him, for what right a Ijocal Legislature has, as to
property and civil rights, is an exclusive right.

Sir JORN A. MACDONALD. When i used the expression
"concurrent rigbts" Iused it for the purpc seofconvenience,
to explain my view that the action of both Legislatures was
necessary. In the first place, the action of the Local
Legislature for the purpose of giving the party, whother he
be an alien or a subject, the right to hold proporty-that is
one thing; thon this is to remove the disability which, by
the general law of the empire, all aliens labor under. The
one Legislature gives the proporty right, the other removes
the disability, and therefore my whole argument was to
show that both Acts were necessary in order to secure the
alien. The Local Legislature confers the property right,
the General Logislature takes away the disability which
obtains by the law of nations and by the general law
of England, which provides against any alien having
any right to hold property, for political reasons, I said. Of
course, this clause provides that he shal have no political
rights, that is to say, ho shall not have the right of voting,
the idea being that all his political sympathies being with
his own country hoeis not a man to exercise political rights
until ho becones to all intents and purposes a British sub-
j'ct. It was in that sense I used the word I political." But
I am as certain as I can be that should this case be submitted
to the Courts they will hold that no allea has an inalienable
right which a man cannot deprive him of, unless we have
this legislation; and for that reason I an extremely anxious
that the alien should have double security, first, of the
property right conferred upon him by the Provincial Logis-
latur, and the removal of all disabilities which pertain to
his character as a foreigner, as an alien. by the action of
the general Legislature, who alone can deal with the aeion-
age and naturalization.

Mr. MILLS. We carried the Wrecking Bill the other day
providing that an alien should have the right to hold pro-
porty in a British ship.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. If another Act for a
special purpose gives a special right, that is quite another-
thing.

On section 13,
Mr. MILLS. Where you have not many aliens coming

into the country you may suceeod in naturalizing them in
this way, but if yon are expecting a large immigration of
foreigners you must adopt some more corivenient system, or
a large number will not b naturalized at all according to
law. Unless you have some system where a man may bo
naturalized in some other way than by going into Court to
have hii' certificate registered, you will not have many
aliens naturalized in conformity to the law. In a new
country, when a good many aliens are coming in, it will not
be easy to get them to go some di4tance to a court to b
naturalized. I eau understand that in a òountry like
England, where few persons are coming in, this may be done,
but I am sure that the attempt to naturalize a large
population in this way will not succeed.

Mr. McLONALD (Picton). A County Court sits in
every county of the Dominion, and I do not think there
would be any difficulty. This is an important right you are
conferring upon an, alien, and if he appreciates it at all, ho
will not begrudge the trouble of going to the county town
and having his rights confirmed by registration. It is
botter to preserve some short form. The affidavit is taken

before a Commissioner and ils filed by the Court. It is not
necessary even the party should go himself.

Mr. MILLS. There would hoeno difficulty. The hon.
gentleman might provide for the affidavit buing sworn to
before a justice of the peaco, and forwarded with the certi-
ficate to the clerk of the peace to be filed by him, and read
at the next sitting of the Court.

Mr. BLAKE. It appears to me to b most important that
the Government should carry out thoir regulation, in some
such spirit as my hon. friend from Bothwell bas indicated,
so as to provide the easiest and simplest mode for foreigners
.to become British subjects, rather than to put an rbstacle in
their way.

Mr. McDONALD. Provision is made for the Govern-
ments to appoint people for that purpose.

Mr. MILLS. In the North-West Territorios, no doubt,
the land agents could facilitate the business.

On clause 24,
Mr. MILLS. Is it intonded that poesons who are notural-

ized shalleho recognized as British subjects overywhere ?
Mr. McDONALD. Yes; the Imperial Government will

legislate in that direction as soon as this Bill becomes law.
Mr. MILLS. To what extent ?
Mr. McDONALTD. It is by convention. They are now

legislating with regard to Germany, and this clause refers
specially to that country, although it applies to all countries.
The law of Germany requires five years absence beforeit
allows the right of German immigants to be naturahzedi
a foreign country.in

Mr. BUNSTER. Does the Bill apply to the Chinese ?
Mr. BLAKE. There is an express provision for the

Mongolians holding lands.
Mr. BUNSTER. I am afraid, thon, I cannot support the

Bill. Will the hon. Ministor of Justice answer-how does
this Bill affect the Mongolian race as regards registration ?

Mr McDONALD (Picton). The Bill proposes to do the
heathen Chince the honor of treating him like any other
foreigner who comes into the country and desires to be a
good bubject of Queen Victoria.

Mr. BUNSTER. Then I cannat support it. I arn roally
astoiibhed the hon. leader of the Governmetil would
sanction any such Bill, whon he got a constituency totally
opposed to the Chinese race. Tlhere is no right or justice
in it. It will make bad blood among our people in Britisïh
Columbia.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Bunuster.) doe
not understand his difficulties. Hle opposes the naturaliza-
tion of the Chinese, while the hon. gentleman is going to
be returned by the Chinese votes at the next election.

Mr. BUNSTER. The right hon. gentleman got all the
votes in the constituoncy but one, and ho ought to respect
the feelings of the men who sent him here, whon the
balance of the Dominion opposed him. In allowing such an
infliction to be imposed upon us, hois doing us great injustice,
and I, for one, will not vote for him again. 1Ie ought to
protect us against this Chinese pest. In sanctioning this Bill,
the Premier overlooks bis duty towards the people he so
proudly represents.

Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD. I am vory sorry the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Bunster) was not in his place to move an
amendment to the se.ond reading of the Bill. At any rate,
I canuot move an amendment against a Government Bill.
If the, hon. gentleman had been in his place ho would
doubtless have convinced the House, with his usual
eloquence, of the necessity of preventing the Chinese from
having this right. But, if I am not much mistaken, I
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