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twenty thoisand acres for each mile of the
section or sub-section contracted for, shall be
appropriated in alternate sections of twenty
square miles each, along the line of the said
riilway, or at a convenient distance therefrom,
each section having a frontage of not less
than ihree miles, nor more than six miles on
the line of the said Railway, and that two-
thirds of the guaatity of land so appropriated
shall be sold by the Government at such prices
as may be from time to time agreed upon be-
tween the Governor-in-Couucil, and the cons
tractors, a:d the proceeds thereof accounted
for and paid half yearly to the contractors,
free from any charge of administration or man-
agemert ; the remaining third to be conveyed
to the coatractors. The said lands to be of
fair average quality, and not to include any
land already granted or occupied under any
patent, license of occupation or preemption
right ; and when a suffirient quantity cannot
be found in the immediate vicinity of the
railway, then the same gquantity, or as much
as may be required to complete such quantity,
shall be appropriated at such other places as
may be determined by the Governor-in-
Council.”

Now, I call the attention of the hon.
member for North Norfolk to this act,
to which, I think, he was kind enough to
give his hearty support when it was sub-
mitted to Parliament. I call his atten-
tion to this as indicating that the hon.
gentleman, at that time, had not the same
abhorence of a large section of land
along the line of the Pacific Railway
being in the hands of contractors.
The late Government went further than
the previous Government had goue, be-
cause while we proposed to give
50,000,000 acres of land and $30,000,000,
we mnever proposed to assume the cost
and responsibility of administering and
selling two-thirds of the land, and reliev-
ing the contractors from that charge. So
here is Parliament authorising hon. gen-
tlemen to give 50,000,000 acres and
$30,000,000 in money, and providing for
the expenditure necessary to administer
and sell two-thirds of the land owned, that
was tho property ot the contractors.
Then there was the question of the sur-
veys, while, under our contract, the com-
pany with whom we made the contract
for the woik, were obliged to cover all
cost incurred in connection with work
up to that time. It is provided :

“¢7. That the cost of surveys, and of locat-
ing the line of the several sections and sub-
sections of the said Railway, shall bs part of
the subsidy or consideration allowed to the
contractors, or not, as may be determined by
the Governor-in-Council, and agreed upon in
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Pacific Railway.

the contract enterel iato with the
tractors.” .

con-

So the Government not only pro-
posed to give all the land we proposed
to give, but to bear the expense of the
administration of two-thirds of the land,
and to relieve the contractors of the cost of
auy surveys or location of any portion of
this road, The hon. gentleman did not stop
here. Having changed the position of
Parliament altogether, in relation to the
great obligation of constructing the Cana-
dien Pacific Railway, by providing that
the Government themselves should either
have the power to give the contract to
the company who would construct
the road on the conditions con-
tained in the measure, or take wup
that work, as a Government work, and
carry it to completion, the hon. gentle-
man did not stop there. Great as had
been the fears he had exhibited with re-
ference to the enormous burden we were
placing on the shoulders of the people, he
sought to make the Government directly
responsible for the expenditure of all this
money in the construction of the line from
Lake Nipissing to the shores of the
Pacitic. But the hon. gentleman, over
and above the expenditure we proposed,
committed the country to a vast extension
of the liability of the previous Govern-
ment. The previous Government assumed
that, if they brought the Pacific Railway
to Nipissing, it would be a sufficient in-
ducement for the lines in Ontario and
Quebec, running easterly to Quebec and
southerly to Toronto, to make a connec-
tion at that point. At the same time, my
hon. predecessor submitted to Parliament
a measure providing for the construction
of the Georgian Bay Branch, and to give
a subsidy to the Canada Central Railway
of $1,440,000. Although the Georgian
Bay Branch was through a terra incognita,
the line unsurveyed, and eminent engi-
neers maintained it to be impracticable,
without any survey or any location the
hon. gentleman pladged himself, as the
leader of the Government, and he com-
mitted the Government and the country
to the construction of the line from the
terminus of the Canada Central east of
Lake Nipissing to the mouth of French
River, at an expense moderately put at
$2,560,000. That makes $4,000,000 of
money, which he proposed to expend
outside of, and over and above, the liabil-



