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Considering  the major changes taking place on the international scene and 
the aspirations of all the peoples for an international order based on the 
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including promoting 
and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all and 
respect for the principle of equal rights and self -determination of peoples, 
peace, democracy, justice, equality, rule of law, pluralism, development, 
better standards of living and solidarity, 

Deeply concerned  by various forms of discrimination and violence, to 
which women continue to be exposed all over the world, 

Recognizing  that the activities of the United Nations in the field of 
human rights should be rationalized and enhanced in order to strengthen the 
United Nations machinery in this field and to further the objectives of 
universal respect for observance of international human rights standards, 

Having taken into account  the Declarations adopted by the three regional 
meetings at Tunis, San José and Bangkok and the contributions made by 
Governments, and bearing in mind the suggestions made by intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, as well as the studies prepared by independent 
experts during the preparatory process leading to the World Conference on 
Human Rights, 

Welcoming  the International Year of the World's Indigenous People 1993 as 
a reaffirmation of the commitment of the international community to ensure 
their enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and to respect 
the value and diversity of their cultures and identities, 

Recognizing also  that the international community should devise ways and 
means to remove the current obstacles and meet challenges to the full 
realization of all human rights and to prevent the continuation of human 
rights violations resulting thereof throughout the world, 

Invoking  the spirit of our age and the realities of our time which call 
upon the peoples of the world and all States Members of the United Nations to 
rededicate themselves to the global task of promoting and protecting all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms so as to secure full and universal enjoyment 
of these rights, 

Determined  to take new steps forward in the commitment of the  
international community with a view to achieving substantial progress in human 
rights endeavours by an increased and sustained effort of international ' 
cooperation and solidarity, 

• 

Solemnly adopts  the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action. 

1. 	The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the solemn commitment of 
all States to fulfil their obligations tOr promote universal respect for, and 
observance and protection of, all human rights and fundamental freedoms for 
all in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, other instruments 


