
Recommnendations

1. Canadian governnental and non-governital organizations have been involved, i

a variety of assistance programmnes i Ukraine. However, i spite of its great importance

ta Ukraie, andi its geopolitical importance in the Black Sea Basin, Crhoa has generally

been neglectcd by these organizations. Simiflar organizations i ailier countries and a

number of international organizations have devoted considerable attention to monitoring

the situation i Crinea, but relatively littie funding bas been avallable for projects aimied at

improving the living conditions of Crimea's population, and promaoting improved inter-

group relations i this troubled peninsula. In short, Crimea bas received a

disproportionately large amount of media attention, but a disproportionately sniall share of

Western assistance. Given the difficuit socio-economnic situation in Crimea, and its status

as a potential regional "hot spot," this region deserves more attention than it bas received

ta date. Thus it is strongly recornionded that greater efforts be mnace to ensure that

Canadian assistance projects directed at Ukraine include Criioea as a potential "target
area!"

Those providing assistance ta Crinea must be aware of the specific circunistances

in this region of Ukcraine. For exaniple, care should be taken ta ensure that such projects

address the distinctive needs of mninority cormmunities such as the Crimean Tatars, and in

sorne cases separate projects directed at particular conimunities should be considered.

However, it is also important ta keep in niind certain nuances of the local political

situation. For example, too much eniphasis on Crirma's distinctiveness strengthens the

position of ambitious Crimean politicians who oppose aimst any attempts by Kyiv ta

restrict their autonomy. Thus those providing assistance ta Crùmea should be aware that

they are operating within the broader framiework of a Ukrainian state which is involved i

a complex tug-of-war with Crimea over their respective areas of jurisdiction.


